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Organization Meeting


January 3, 2006


MINUTES OF ORGANIZATION MEETING HELD JANUARY 3, 2006

Minutes of Organization Meeting of the Council of the Town of Westfield held January 3, 2006 in Council Chambers at 7:00 p.m.


The Town Clerk read the call as follows:

Welcome to this Special Meeting of the Westfield Town Council for the purpose of organizing for the year 2006 on January 3, 2006, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building and transacting such other business as may properly come before the meeting. 

Notice of the meeting was advertised in the December 22, 2005 edition of the Westfield Leader and Star Ledger, posted on the bulletin board and filed in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act.









Claire Gray









Town Clerk


Invocation was given by Douglas B. Sagal, Senior Rabbi – Temple Emanu-El


Salute to the flag – Sergeant Major Christopher Miele, United States Army Reserve and recipient of the Bronze Service Medal.

Swearing in of Mayor and Council

Re-elected Councilman Caruana was sworn in by The Honorable John Toriello, Esq., was presented with his Certificate of Election, filed his oath of office as required by law and took his seat with the Council.

Newly elected Councilwoman Kimmins was sworn in by The Honorable Judge John Boyle, was presented with her Certificate of Election, filed her oath as required by law and took her seat with the Council.

Newly elected Councilman Haas was sworn in by The Honorable Judge Douglas Fascaile, was presented with his Certificate of Election, filed his oath of office as required by law and took his seat with the Council.

Newly elected Councilman Bigosinski was sworn in by The Honorable Judge William Wertheimer, was presented with his Certificate of Election, filed his oath of office as required by law and took his seat with the Council.

Newly elected Mayor Skibitsky was sworn in by United States Attorney, Christopher Christie, was presented with his Certificate of Election, filed his oath of office as required by law and took his seat with the Council.

The Meeting Called to Order at 7:18 p.m.

Present:
Mayor Skibitsky, Council Members Echausse, Neylan, Ciarrocca, Foerst, Caruana, Kimmins, Haas, Bigosinski

Absent:

Mayor Skibitsky presented Sergeant Major Christopher Miele, United States Army Reserve the State of New Jersey Distinguished Service Medal.

Mayor Skibitsky proposed the following Acting and Alternate Acting Mayor appointments for year 2006.  On a motion by Councilman Echausse, seconded by Councilman Haas, the said appointments were unanimously confirmed by Council.

Acting Mayor – Mark Ciarrocca


Alternate Acting Mayor – Peter Echausse

The Mayor proposed the following Council appointments.  The motion introduced by Councilman Echausse, seconded by Councilman Ciarrocca was carried.

Planning Board 

James Foerst



December 31, 2006





 (Council Liaison)





Vincent Wilt



December 31, 2009





Lori Duffy



December 31, 2009





Anthony Attanasio, Alt #2

December 31, 2008





Kenneth B. Marsh, Class II

December 31, 2006

Board of Adjustment

William Heinbochkel


December 31, 2009





John Ryan



December 31, 2009



Robert Burslem 


December 31, 2007

 (fill unexpired term)



Mark Dougherty


December 31, 2006

 (fill unexpired term)



Brian Power



December 31, 2008



 (fill unexpired term)



Ken Soriero, Alt #2


December 31, 2008

Special Improvement

District Board


Sal Caruana (Council Designee
December 31, 2006



Frank Arena, ex officio

December 31, 2006



 (Mayor Designee)





James H. Gildea, ex officio

December 31, 2006





Diane Barabas, Resident

December 31, 2008





Dominic Verdic, Property Owner
December 31, 2008





Ted Schlosberg, Merchant

December 31, 2008

Councilman Haas made a motion to postpone the vote.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Bigosinski.

The motion was not carried. 

Motion to appoint the Council Appointments was carried with Councilman Haas voting no.

The Mayor proposed the following appointments.  Councilman Bigosinski made a motion to postpone the vote to appoint the Town Attorney.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Haas.  Motion was not carried.  On a motion by Councilman Echausse, seconded by Councilwoman Neylan the said appointments were carried with Councilman Haas and Bigosinski opposed on position of Town Attorney.

Town Administrator

James H. Gildea


December 31, 2008

Town Attorney 

Robert W. Cockren


December 31, 2006
Municipal Prosecutor
Christine Nugent


December 31, 2006

Public Defender

Michael Panagos


December 31, 2006

Labor Attorney

Frederick Danser III


December 31, 2006

Municipal Judge

Brenda Coppola Cuba

December 31, 2008
Official Newspaper

The Westfield Leader


December 31, 2006





The Star Ledger


December 31, 2006

The Honorable Superior Court Judge Douglas Fasciale gave administration of Oath of Office to Judge Cuba

The Honorable Judge William Wertheimer gave administration of Oath of Office to Chief of Police John Parizeau.

The Mayor proposed the following Board appointments.  The motion introduced by Councilman Echausse, seconded by Councilman Foerst was carried with Councilman Haas voting in the negative for the following names: Jose Davile, Jim Marvin, Tom Rippenger, Mike Cash, Jeff O’Connor, Liviana Feniger, Mark Fischbach, Elizabeth Nielsen, Don Hodges, Joseph Farella, Ronald Bansky, Katherine Clifford, David Sunseri, Oliver Kirna, Ronald Bansky, Joseph Dazzo, David Wright, John Mancini, Doug Stokes, Todd Felter, Bill Kelly, Nancy Greco, John Cioffi and James Aiello.

Board of Health

Tom Bigosinski (Council Liaison)
December 31, 2006





Jubb Corbett



December 31, 2009





Larry Budnick, Alt #2


December 31, 2007





Jose Davile, Alt #1


December 31, 2007

Recreation Commission
Peter Echausse (Council Liaison)
December 31, 2006
Jim Marvin, Chairman

December 31, 2006




Tom Rippenger


December 31, 2008





Mike Cash



December 31, 2008





William Palatucci


December 31, 2008





Jeff O’Connor, Alt #1


December 31, 2008





Eric Leuthold, Alt #2


December 31, 2007

Hist. Preservation Comm.
Liviana Feniger 


December 31, 2006

(fill unexpired term)

Bd of Architectual Review
Mark Fischbach


December 31, 2007





Elizabeth Nielsen


December 31, 2007

Tree Preservation Comm.
Vicki Kimmins (Council Liaison)
December 31, 2006





Don Hodges



December 31, 2007

Town Historian

Elizabeth List



December 31, 2006

Westfield Housing Comm.
Joseph Farella


December 31, 2006




Ronald Bansky


December 31, 2006





Katherine Clifford


December 31, 2006





David Sunseri, ex officio

December 31, 2006





Kris McAloon, ex officio

December 31, 2006

Insurance Advisory Board
Oliver Kirna



December 31, 2008





Ronald Bansky


December 31, 2007





Joseph Dazzo



December 31, 2007





David Wright



December 31, 2006





John Mancini



December 31, 2006

Memorial Library Board
Doug Stokes (Mayor’s Alternate)
December 31, 2006





Cynthia Cockren 


December 31, 2010





Barbara Bagger


December 31, 2010

TV Advisory Board

Vicki Kimmins (Council Liaison)
December 31, 2006



Todd Felter



December 31, 2008



Bill Kelly



December 31, 2008



Neil Sullivan



December 31, 2008



Nancy Greco



December 31, 2007



Cory Mermer



December 31, 2007



John Cioffi



December 31, 2007

Local Assistance Board
Terry Tainow



December 31, 2008

Solid Waste Advisory Comm.  James Aiello



December 31, 2007


  John Salerno, Alternate

December 31, 2006

Mayor Skibitsky announced the following Mayoral appointments:

Planning Board

Darielle Walsh 


December 31, 2006




(Mayor’s Designee)

Community Dev. Revenue

Sharing Committee

David Sunseri



December 31, 2006





Kris McAloon



December 31, 2006

UC Transportation Adv. Bd.
John Morgan-Delegate

December 31, 2006





George Lanzano, Alternate

December 31, 2006

Cultural & Heritage Prog.
Eugenia Cline



December 31, 2006

Advisory Board

Olga Vargas, Alternate

December 31, 2006
Air Traffic Advisory Board
Jerome Feder



December 31, 2006



Rosemary Millet


December 31, 2006

Mayor Skibitsky announced the following Council Committees:

Public Safety, Transportation & Parking Committee


Sal Caruana, Chairman


David Haas, Vice Chairman


Mark Ciarrocca

James Foerst


Finance Policy Committee


Peter Echausse, Chairman


Mark Ciarrocca, Vice Chairman


Sal Caruana


David Haas


Public Works Committee


JoAnn Neylan, Chairman


Vicki Kimmins, Vice Chairman

Peter Echausse

Tom Bigosinski

Code Review & Town Property Committee


Jim Foerst, Chairman


Tom Bigosinski, Vice Chairman


JoAnn Neylan


Vicki Kimmins

Chamber of Commerce Liaison – JoAnn Neylan
Board of Education Liaison – Mark Ciarrocca
2nd Senior Citizens Housing Corporation Liaison – Mayor Andy Skibitsky
Municipal Alliance/PANDA Liaison – JoAnn Neylan
Union County League of Municipalities Liaison – Mayor Andy Skibitsky
Mayor Skibitsky gave the following State of the Town Address:

Thank you to everyone agreeing to serve on these various boards and committees.  And thank you to those whose terms have expired.  Your service to the town is greatly appreciated.
Tonight I am especially honored to have United States Attorney Christopher Christie here in Westfield to take part in our re-organization meeting.  It is a privilege to have you swear me in as Mayor of this great town of Westfield.  Chris, I also want to say thank you for all the work that you have done as the U.S. Attorney for New Jersey.

Your work is truly needed and through your diligence you are improving the integrity of government at both the state and local level.  I want to assure you and the residents of Westfield that I will work hard to make certain that Westfield operates with the utmost honesty, integrity and transparency. 
Thank you to Rabbi Sagal for the invocation and thank you to Reverend Randall for providing us with tonight’s benediction.  Reverend Randall, Westfield will miss you in your retirement.  Congratulations again to Sergeant Major Chris Miele for your New Jersey Distinguished Service Medal and thank you for your service.
I also have to thank my family for all of your support.  The families of elected officials make tremendous sacrifices.  I could not pursue my passion for local government if I did not have the full support of my beautiful wife Debbie and our four children.  Debbie, Drew, Hope, Shane and Troy, thank you.   
I also want to express my gratitude for the relatives, friends, neighbors and residents for attending tonight’s meeting.  It is gratifying to have such a large crowd taking an interest in the town’s annual re-organization meeting.  
Congratulations to our newly elected Council members 2nd Ward Councilwoman Vicki Kimmins, 3rd Ward Councilman David Haas and, 4th Ward Councilman Tom Bigosinski. 
Congratulations to my good friend 1st Ward Councilman Sal Caruana on your re-election.  Westfield is fortunate to have all of you.  Thank you for sharing your time and talents and I look forward to working with all of you in a productive, non-partisan way.
I want to congratulate the Council for recognizing Mr. Jim Gildea’s effectiveness by appointing him to a 3-year term.  Jim, I appreciate all the work that you do for the citizens of Westfield.  Congratulations on your appointment, our town is blessed to have one of the best administrators in the state.   
I was honored to be appointed Mayor in June, and at that time I outlined my goals for making Westfield even a greater place to live.  Tonight I would like to reflect on some of our 2005 successes and some of my goals for the New Year.
My first goal has been to improve communication between the town and our residents.  I strongly believe that for government to function most effectively- it must be open and accessible.  In June, I started Saturday morning office hours.  This has become a very popular program and, to date, over 150 residents have taken advantage of the opportunity to meet with me.  It has been a great learning experience for me to talk to so many residents in an informal surrounding and to listen to their concerns, needs and suggestions.  I will continue with my Saturday morning office hours and ask anyone interested in meeting with me, to call Joan Thermann at 789-4041 to make an appointment.  As I have said before, you make the appointment and I will make the coffee.
We also were successful last year in creating a more user friendly and interactive town website.  However, we still have a lot of work in developing and maintaining this website.  My goal this year is to start leveraging this great tool to improve communication and interaction between town employees, departments and residents.  Consequently, tonight I re-established the TV-36 Advisory Board, but the board will take on a greater role by also overseeing the content and direction of the new web site.  The board will also be charged with exploring other ways to enhance the town’s communications and outreach.  Tonight, I am requesting that the newly appointed TV-36 board work with me and the town council to formally change their scope of responsibility and the board’s title to more accurately reflect its new mission.  Incidentally, I would like to encourage everyone to visit the towns new website, westfieldnj.gov, to sign up of e-alert updates and to let us know what other content you would like to see on our site.
My second major goal is to control development.  Some people would like to eliminate any future development or growth in Westfield.  As a governing body we do not have the authority to stop development.  However, as Mayor, I want to ensure that any future development is well thought out and not contrary to my main concern of maintaining the character of our beautiful neighborhoods.  In 2005, under the leadership of Councilman Foerst, Chair of our Code Review Committee, we were successful in passing two new land use ordinances. 
First, we lowered the maximum allowable height of homes from 38 feet to 35 feet, bringing us more in line with neighboring communities.  Secondly, we passed a new corner lot ordinance which makes it much more difficult for developers to shoehorn two or more homes on a corner lot where one home currently exists.  Both of these new ordinances will have a major impact on maintaining the character of our neighborhoods and minimizing the impact that additional homes have on our town’s infrastructure.  This is a good start.
For 2006, Councilman Foerst will continue as Code Review Chair, and tonight I am asking his committee to find additional ways to amend our construction regulations so that we can maintain the character of our neighborhoods while balancing the rights and needs of our citizens to improve their homes and their property values.
Additionally, I am requesting Councilman Foerst and his committee to determine how we can give the Architectural Review Board more authority.  The board currently serves as an advisory body with no real clout.  I am confident that Mr. Foerst and his committee can determine how to make the Architectural Review Board much more relevant in maintaining the character and charm of our town.
My third major goal is to further improve our pedestrian and traffic safety.  Thanks to the leadership of Councilman Ciarrocca, the 2005 Public Safety Committee Chair, his committee and the Citizens’ Advisory Committee, 2005 was a very productive year.  We completed the 8-location study and are now in the midst of implementing the recommended safety improvements from that study.  Besides those 8 traffic hot spots, we also made improvements at Jefferson and Wilson Schools, making our children’s travel to and from school safer.
In 2006, we will continue with this model and study additional locations.  Our goal is to improve safety through inexpensive, incremental, yet effective, measures.  I am confident that under the leadership of Councilman Caruana, the committee’s new Chair, we will continue to make our streets safer for pedestrians and motorists.   
I want to congratulate our new Police Chief John Parizaeu.  I am looking forward to working with him to implement many of the suggestions that we discussed during the interview process.  Chief Parizeau is very attuned to our traffic safety concerns and will make traffic safety one of his key initiatives.  Incidentally, I have also asked Chief Parizeau to explore ways in which our Police Department can improve it’s communication with residents, particularly with educational outreach programs which can include subjects ranging from teen drug abuse to identity theft.  I am confident that our citizens will notice significant changes in communication from our fine Police Department.
My fourth major initiative is to make sure that our tax dollars are spent as efficiently as possible so that we can slow the growth of our property taxes.  While the town of Westfield operates on only 15% of our total property tax bill, every bit helps.
From a budgeting standpoint, we have a perfect storm brewing.  Over the next few years Westfield, like other municipalities, we will see significantly increased assessments from the Rahway Valley Sewage Authority, significant increases in our contributions to the state pension fund and we will continue to grapple with rising health care costs. 
While expenses continue to rise, Westfield, like other towns, will continue to suffer from decreased state funding.  To counter this perfect storm, we must find ways to be more efficient and more productive.  We do have to do more with less.  
During 2005, with the help of three very talented citizen volunteers- Matt Albano, John Ryan and Pam Wiaczek- we did a full analysis of the Department of Public Works’ Building and Maintenance Division.  By working closely with employees, user groups, other local towns engineers and administrators, this citizen committee came up with numerous ways to make the department more efficient and more customer friendly.  This committee, under the guidance of Councilwoman Neylan, is currently implementing those recommendations and is now studying the Zoning & Building Division of the Department of Public Works.  I will continue this strategy of using citizen volunteers to find ways for all of our departments to become more efficient, to do more with less, with the goal of making sure that are tax dollars are spent as efficiently as possible.  
In fact, tonight, I reinstated the Insurance Advisory Board and I am requesting that they study our health care costs to determine how we can to a better job of controlling those costs, without decreasing the quality of our employees’ health care.  
We are very fortunate to have Councilman Echausse continuing as the Chair of the Finance Policy Committee.  Councilman Echausse has done an outstanding job of bringing some strong discipline and good business practices to our budgeting process.  I am confident that Councilman Echausse and his committee will to control the growth of our spending while making sure that we are being responsible stewards of our revenue sources.
Additionally, we have to continue finding ways to share services, whether it is with our Board of Education, surrounding towns, or the county.  We have to pool our resources and leverage our purchasing power.  This is no easy task, but as Vice-Chair of the Finance Policy Committee, I have asked Councilman Ciarrocca to spearhead this effort, so that we can have a focused, consistent approach to shared services.  This will improve delivery of services at a reduced cost.

Mark, thanks for taking on this difficult challenge.
One of the reasons that makes Westfield a terrific place to live is our citizens’ great spirit of volunteerism.  I am confident that by harnessing this spirit of volunteerism, together, over the next year, we can improve communication, control development, further improve our traffic safety, and control the rate of tax growth while improving the delivery of services for our citizens.  I look forward to serving Westfield for the next four years.  Thank you, Happy New Year and may god continue to bless this great town.
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES:

Finance Policy Committee

The following resolutions, introduced by Councilman Echausse, Chairman of the Finance Policy Committee, seconded by Councilman Foerst were adopted.

(1)
WHEREAS, R.S. 40A: 4-63 provides that monies held in any separate fund shall be treated as monies held in trust and shall not be diverted to any other purpose;

             NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Wachovia Bank shall be the depository for the “TOWN OF WESTFIELD, TREASURER'S ACCOUNT,” and the custodian shall be Liy-Huei L. Tsai.  All disbursements shall be made by the Treasurer's electronic fund transfer or by checks signed by the Mayor, Town Clerk and Treasurer.

(2)
WHEREAS, R.S. 40A: 4-63 provides that monies held in any separate fund shall be treated as monies held in trust and shall not be diverted to any other purpose;

            NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Wachovia Bank shall be the depository for the “TOWN OF WESTFIELD, TRUST ACCOUNT,” and the custodian shall be Liy-Huei L. Tsai.  All disbursements shall be made by checks signed by the Mayor, Town Clerk and Treasurer, or by the Treasurer’s electronic fund transfer.

(3)
WHEREAS, R.S. 40A: 4-63 provides that monies held in any separate fund shall be treated as monies held in trust and shall not be diverted to any other purpose;

            NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Wachovia Bank shall be the depository for the “TOWN OF WESTFIELD, POLICE DEPARTMENT ACCOUNT,” and the custodian shall be John Parizeau, Chief of Police.  All disbursements shall be made by checks signed by the Chief of Police Department.

(4)
WHEREAS, R.S. 40A: 4-63 provides that monies held in any separate fund shall be treated as monies held in trust and shall not be diverted to any other purpose;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Wachovia Bank shall be the depository for the “TOWN OF WESTFIELD, ENGINEER’S ACCOUNT,” and the custodian shall be Kenneth B. Marsh.  All disbursements shall be made by checks signed by the Town Engineer or Norma Yuro.

(5)
WHEREAS, R.S. 40A: 4-63 provides that monies held in any separate fund shall be treated as monies held in trust and shall not be diverted to any other purpose;

            NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Bank of America shall be the depository for “TOWN OF WESTFIELD, TREASURER’S ACCOUNT,” and the custodian shall be Liy-Huei L. Tsai.  All disbursements shall be made by checks signed by the Mayor, Town Clerk and Treasurer or by the Treasurer’s electronic fund transfer.

(6)
WHEREAS, R.S. 40A: 4-63 provides that monies held in any separate fund shall

be treated as monies held in trust and shall not be diverted to any other purpose;

              NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Wachovia Bank shall be the depository for the “TOWN OF WESTFIELD, SWIMMING POOL CAPITAL FUND,” and the custodian shall be Liy-Huei L. Tsai.  All disbursements shall be made by checks signed by the Mayor, Town Clerk and Treasurer.

(7)
WHEREAS, R.S. 40A: 4-63 provides that monies held in any separate fund shall be treated as monies held in trust and shall not be diverted to any other purpose;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Wachovia Bank shall be the depository for the “TOWN OF WESTFIELD, CONSTRUCTION OFFICIAL ACCOUNT,” and the custodian shall be Steven Freedman.  All disbursements shall be made by checks signed by the Construction Official.

(8)
WHEREAS, R.S. 40A:  4-63 provides that monies held in any separate fund shall be treated as monies held in trust and shall not be diverted to any other purpose;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Wachovia Bank shall be the depository for the “TOWN OF WESTFIELD, COLLECTOR OF TAXES,” and the custodian shall be Susan H. Noon.  All disbursements shall be made by checks signed by the Tax Collector or by the Treasurer’s electronic fund transfer.

(9)
WHEREAS, R.S. 40A: 4-63 provides that monies held in any separate fund shall be treated as monies held in trust and shall not be diverted to any other purpose;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Wachovia Bank shall be the depository for the “TOWN OF WESTFIELD, COLLECTOR REDEMPTION ACCOUNT,” and the custodian shall be Susan H. Noon.  All disbursements shall be made by checks signed by the Tax Collector.

(10)
WHEREAS, R.S. 40A: 4-63 provides that monies held in any separate fund shall be treated as monies held in trust and shall not be diverted to any other purpose;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Wachovia Bank shall be the depository for the “TOWN OF WESTFIELD, COLLECTOR PREMIUM ACCOUNT,” and the custodian shall be Susan H. Noon.  All disbursements shall be made by checks signed by the Tax Collector.

(11)
WHEREAS, R.S. 40A: 4-63 provides that monies held in any separate fund shall be treated as monies held in trust and shall not be diverted to any other purpose;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Wachovia Bank shall be the depository for the “TOWN OF WESTFIELD, TOWN CLERK ACCOUNT,” and the custodian shall be Claire J. Gray.  All disbursements shall be made by checks signed by the Town Clerk.

(12)
WHEREAS, R.S. 40A: 4-63 provides that monies held in any separate fund shall be treated as monies held in trust and shall not be diverted for any other purpose, and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Wachovia Bank shall be the depository for the “TOWN OF WESTFIELD,  FIRE DEPARTMENT VIOLATIONS ACCOUNT,” and the custodian shall be Daniel J. Kelly.  All disbursements shall be made by checks signed by the Fire Chief.

(13)
WHEREAS, R.S. 40A: 4-63 provides that monies held in any separate fund shall be treated as monies held in trust and shall not be diverted to any other purpose;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Wachovia Bank shall be the depository for the “TOWN OF WESTFIELD, FIRE DEPARTMENT PERMIT ACCOUNT,” and the custodian shall be Daniel J. Kelly.  All disbursements shall be made by checks signed by the Chief of the Fire Department.

(14)
WHEREAS, R.S. 40A: 4-63 provides that monies held in any separate fund shall be treated as monies held in trust and shall not be diverted to any other purpose;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Wachovia Bank shall be the depository for the “TOWN OF WESTFIELD, CAPITAL ACCOUNT,” and the custodian shall be Liy-Huei L. Tsai.  All disbursements shall be made by checks signed by the Mayor, Town Clerk and the Treasurer or by the Treasurer’s electronic fund transfer.

(15)
WHEREAS, R.S. 40A: 4-63 provides that monies held in any separate fund shall be treated as monies held in trust and shall not be diverted to any other purpose;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the J.P. Morgan Chase Bank shall be the depository for the “TOWN OF WESTFIELD, CAPITAL ACCOUNT,” and the custodian shall be Liy-Huei L. Tsai.  All disbursements shall be made by checks signed by the Mayor, Town Clerk and Treasurer or by the Treasurer’s electronic fund transfer.

(16)
WHEREAS, R.S. 40A: 4-63 provides that monies held in any separate fund shall be treated as monies held in trust and shall not be diverted to any other purpose;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Wachovia Bank shall be the depository for the “TOWN OF WESTFIELD, PUBLIC ASSISTANCE ACCOUNT I,” and the custodian shall be Liy-Huei L. Tsai.  All disbursements shall be made by checks signed by the Mayor, Town Clerk and Treasurer or by the Treasurer’s electronic fund transfer.

(17)
WHEREAS, R.S.40A: 4-63 provides that monies held in any separate fund shall be treated as monies held in trust and shall not be diverted to any other purpose;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Wachovia Bank shall be the depository for the “TOWN OF WESTFIELD, PAYROLL ACCOUNT,” and the custodian shall be Liy-Huei L. Tsai.   All disbursements shall be made by checks signed by the Treasurer or by the Treasurer’s electronic fund transfer.

(18)
WHEREAS, R.S. 40A: 4-63 provides that monies held in any separate fund shall be treated as monies held in trust and shall not be diverted to any other purpose;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Wachovia Bank shall be the depository for the “TOWN OF WESTFIELD, SWIMMING POOL OPERATING ACCOUNT,” and the custodian shall be Liy-Huei L. Tsai.  All disbursements shall be made by checks signed by the Mayor, Town Clerk and Treasurer or by the Treasurer’s electronic fund transfer.  

(19)
WHEREAS, R.S. 40A: 4-63 provides that monies held in any separate fund shall be treated as monies held in trust and shall not be diverted to any other purpose;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Wachovia Bank shall be the depository for the “TOWN OF WESTFIELD, BOARD OF HEALTH ACCOUNT,” and the custodian shall be Robert M. Sherr.  All disbursements shall be made by checks signed by the Health Officer.

(20)
WHEREAS, R.S. 40A:4-63 provides that monies held in any separate fund shall be treated as monies held in trust and shall not be diverted to any other purpose;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Bank of America shall be the depository for “THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY BOOK SALES,” and the custodians shall be Philip Israel or Katherine Muhm.  All disbursements shall be made by checks signed by the Library Director or the Assistant Library Director.

(21)
WHEREAS, R.S. 40A: 4-63 provides that monies held in any separate fund shall be treated as held in trust and shall not be diverted to any other purpose;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Wachovia Bank shall be the depository for the “WESTFIELD MUNICIPAL COURT,” and the custodians shall be Linda Chieffo, Carol Salvaggio or Anne M. Margeotes.  All disbursements shall be made by checks signed by Court Clerk or the Deputy Court Clerk.

(22)
WHEREAS, R.S. 40A: 4-63 provides that monies held in any separate fund shall be treated as monies held in trust and shall not be diverted to any other purpose;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Wachovia Bank shall be the depository for the “TOWN OF WESTFIELD, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT,” and the custodian shall be Liy-Huei L. Tsai.  All disbursements shall be made by checks signed by the Mayor, Town Clerk and Treasurer.

(23)
WHEREAS, R.S. 40A: 4-63 provides that monies held in any separate fund shall be treated as monies held in trust and shall not be diverted to any other purpose;

              NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Wachovia Bank shall be the depository for the “TOWN OF WESTFIELD, DOG LICENSE ACCOUNT,” and the custodian shall be Liy-Huei L. Tsai.  All disbursements shall be made by checks signed by the Mayor, Town Clerk and Treasurer.

(24)
WHEREAS, R.S. 40A: 4-63 provides that monies held in any separate fund shall be treated as monies held in trust and shall not be diverted to any other purpose;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Wachovia Bank shall be the depository for “WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY- FINES AND FEES,” and the custodians shall be Philip Israel or Katherine Muhm.  All disbursements shall be made by checks signed by the Library Director or the Assistant Library Director.

(25)
WHEREAS, R.S. 40A: 4-63 provides that monies held in any separate fund shall be treated as monies held in trust and shall not be diverted to any other purpose;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Wachovia Bank   shall be the depository for the “TOWN OF WESTFIELD, RECREATION ACCOUNT,” and the custodians shall be Bruce Kaufmann.  All disbursements shall be made by checks signed by the Director of Recreation.

(26)
WHEREAS, R.S. 40A: 4-63 provides that monies held in any separate fund shall be treated as monies held in trust and shall not be diverted to any other purpose;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the JP Morgan Chase Bank shall be the depository of the “TOWN OF WESTFIELD, SWIMMING POOL UTILITY COLLECTOR,” and the custodian shall be Bruce Kaufmann.  All disbursements shall be made by checks signed by the Director of Recreation. 

(27)
WHEREAS, R.S. 40A: 4-63 provides that monies held in any separate fund shall be treated as monies held in trust and shall not be diverted to any other purpose;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Wachovia Bank shall be the depository for the “TOWN OF WESTFIELD, DEPARTMENT OF WELFARE PETTY CASH FUND ACCOUNT,” and the custodian shall be Lillian W. Corsi.  All disbursements shall be made by checks signed by the Director of Welfare.

(28)
WHEREAS, R.S. 40A: 4-63 provides that monies held in any separate fund shall be treated as monies held in trust and shall not be diverted to any other purpose;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Wachovia Bank shall be the depository for the “TOWN OF WESTFIELD, SKI ACCOUNT,” and the custodian shall be Bruce Kaufmann.  All disbursements shall be made by checks signed by the Director of Recreation.

(29)
WHEREAS, R.S. 40A: 4-63 provides that monies held in any separate fund shall be treated monies held in trust and shall not be diverted to any other purpose;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the J.P. Morgan Chase Bank shall be the depository of the “TOWN OF WESTFIELD, ESCROW ACCOUNTS,” and the custodian shall be Liy-Huei L. Tsai.  All disbursements shall be made by checks signed by the Town Treasurer.

(30)
WHEREAS, R.S. 40A: 4-63 provides that monies held in any separate fund shall be treated as monies held in trust and shall not be diverted to any other purpose.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Wachovia Bank shall be the depository of the “TOWN OF WESTFIELD, ESCROW ACCOUNTS,” and the custodian shall be Liy-Huei L. Tsai.  All disbursements shall be made by checks signed by the Town Treasurer.

(31)
WHEREAS, R.S. 40A:4-63 provides that monies held in any separate fund shall be treated as monies held in trust and shall not be diverted to any other purpose;

           NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Town Bank of Westfield shall be the depository for the “TOWN OF WESTFIELD, PARKING METER COIN ACCOUNT” and the custodian shall be John Parizeau, Chief of Police.  All disbursements shall be made by checks signed by the Chief of Police Department.

(32)
WHEREAS, R.S. 40A: 4-63 provides that monies held in any separate fund shall be treated as monies held in trust and shall not be diverted to any other purpose;

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey requires that Public Assistance Trust Fund II be established for payments, to be reimbursed at 100 per cent, for services after July 1, 1991; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the J.P. Morgan Chase Bank shall be the depository for the “TOWN OF WESTFIELD, PUBLIC ASSISTANCE TRUST FUND ACCOUNT II,” and the custodians shall be Lillian W. Corsi.  All disbursements shall be made by checks signed by the Welfare Director.

(33)
WHEREAS, N.J. S.A. 17:9-41, 1970 provides that deposits of public funds of New Jersey governmental units held by New Jersey banks shall be secured by collateral held in safekeeping as set forth in an agreement between the Commissioner of Banking of New Jersey and the Federal Reserve Bank dated November 30, 1970, and

WHEREAS, the Town of Westfield may purchase certificates of deposit issued by New Jersey banks due not more than one (1) year from date of purchase, or date of issue, whichever shall be greater;

WHEREAS, the Governmental Unit Deposit Protection Act Notification of eligibility for the following banks had been filed with the Chief Financial Officer;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following banks shall be the depositories for the “TOWN OF WESTFIELD, CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT / INVESTMENT ACCOUNTS,” and the custodian shall be Liy-Huei L. Tsai, Chief Financial Officer:

Wachovia Bank

            

PNC Bank   

 


J.P. Morgan Chase Bank  




Valley National Bank




Bank of America

      


Sovereign Bank N.J.

                                    Commerce Bank

                                    State of N.J. Cash Management Fund

                                    CLASS New Jersey




Town Bank of Westfield

                                    North Fork Bank

(34)
RESOLVED that the following banks shall be authorized depositories for the “TOWN OF WESTFIELD, POOL UTILITY INVESTMENT ACCOUNTS,” and the custodian shall be Liy-Huei L. Tsai, Chief Financial Officer:

Wachovia Bank

    


PNC Bank

 


J.P. Morgan Chase Bank

 


Valley National Bank




Bank of America




Commerce Bank




State of N.J. Cash Management Fund




Class New Jersey

                                    North Fork Bank

(35)
WHEREAS, R.S. 40A: 4-63 provides that monies held in any separate fund shall be treated as monies held in trust and shall not be diverted for any other purpose;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the J.P. Morgan Chase Bank shall be the depository of the “TOWN OF WESTFIELD, LAW ENFORCEMENT ACCOUNTS,” 

and the custodian shall be Liy-Huei L. Tsai.  All disbursements shall be made by checks signed by Liy-Huei L Tsai, Chief Financial Officer.

(36)
RESOLVED that the Treasurer be authorized to draw pay checks bi-weekly retroactive to January 1, 2006 to the regular salaried employees of the Town of Westfield at the rates approved by Mayor and Council.

(37)
RESOLVED that the Collector of Taxes shall charge interest at the rate of 8% per annum on the first $1,500 of the delinquency and 18% per annum on that amount of the delinquency as defined in N.J.S.A. 54:4-67 in excess of $1,500 on all delinquent taxes during the year 2006 to be calculated from the date the tax was payable until the date of actual payment, and

            BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Collector of Taxes shall charge interest at the rate of 8% per annum on the whole delinquency as defined in N.J.S.A. 54:4-67 on all delinquent assessments during the year 2006 until the date of actual payment, and

            BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Collector of Taxes shall charge a penalty to a taxpayer with a delinquency as defined in N.J.S.A. 45:4-67 in excess of $10,000 who fails to pay that delinquency prior to the end of the calendar year 2006.  Such penalty shall be 6% of the amount of said delinquency.

            BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the grace period of five (5) calendar days will be allowed within an installment of taxes or assessments may be received without additional interest as provided by Chapter 105, Laws of 1965.

The following resolution, introduced by Councilman Echausse, seconded by Councilwoman Neylan was adopted by the following roll call vote:

(38)
WHEREAS, Section 40A: 4-19 of the Local Budget Act provides that (where any contract, commitments or payments are to be made prior to the final adoption of the 2006 budget) temporary appropriations should be made for the purpose and amounts required in the manner and time therein provided, and

WHEREAS, the date of this resolution is within the first thirty days of January, 2006, and 

WHEREAS, twenty-six and one quarter of the total appropriations in the 2005 budget exclusive of any appropriations made for debt service, capital improvement fund and public assistance is the sum of $ 9,173,820.00.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following temporary appropriations be made and that a certified copy of this resolution be transmitted to the Chief Financial Officer for her records:


Administrative & Executive - Salaries & Wages
65,000.00


Administrative & Executive - Other Expenses
45,000.00


Community TV 36 - Salaries & Wages                                                 16,000.00


Community TV 36 - Service Other Expenses 
                                      4,000.00

     Town Clerk - Salaries & Wages                                                            45,000.00

     Town Clerk - Other Expenses                                                                 5,000.00


Financial Administration - Salaries & Wages
 60,000.00


Financial Administration - Other Expenses
4,000.00


Assessment of Taxes - Salaries & Wages
35,000.00


Assessment of Taxes - Other Expenses
4,000.00


Collection of Taxes - Salaries & Wages
34,000.00


Collection of Taxes - Other Expenses
3,000.00


Legal Services & Costs - Salaries & Wages
16,000.00


Legal Services & Costs - Other Expenses
60,000.00


Municipal Court - Salaries & Wages
80,000.00


Municipal Court - Other Expenses
8,000.00

     Municipal Prosecutor - Salaries & Wages                                               8,000.00

     Public Defender - Salaries & Wages                                                       4,000.00


Engineering Services & Costs - Salaries & Wages  
 175,000.00


Public Works - Salaries & Wages          
700,000.00


Public Works - Other Expenses
500,000.00


Public Buildings & Grounds - Salaries & Wages
40,000.00


Public Buildings & Grounds - Other Expenses
20,000.00


Planning Board - Salaries & Wages
4,000.00


Planning Board - Other Expenses
10,000.00


Board of Adjustment - Salaries & Wages
4,000.00


Board of Adjustment - Other Expenses
1,000.00


Surety Bond Premiums
2,000.00


Group Insurance Plan for Employees
920,000.00


Other Insurance Premiums
420,000.00


Fire - Salaries & Wages
750,000.00


Fire - Other Expenses
36,000.00


Fire Official - Salaries & Wages
35,000.00


Fire Official - Other Expenses
1,500.00


Hydrant Service
120,000.00


Alliance on Alcoholism & Drug Abuse
4,000.00


Parking Administration - Salaries & Wages
90,000.00


Police – Salaries & Wages 
1,350,000.00


Police - Other Expenses
50,000.00


Crossing Guard - Salaries & Wages
118,000.00


Inspection of Buildings - Salaries & Wages
85,000.00


Inspection of Buildings - Other Expenses
7,000.00


Civil Defense & Disaster Control - Other Expenses
500.00


Street Lighting
60,000.00

     Electricity                                                                                               25,000.00

     Telephone                                                                                               40,000.00

     Water                                                                                                        5,000.00

     Heating Gas                                                                                            40,000.00

     Gasoline                                                                                                140,000.00


Board of Health - Salaries & Wages
 120,000.00


Board of Health - Other Expenses
8,000.00


Board of Health - Contr. Service – Other Expenses
10,000.00


Administration of Public Assistance - Salaries & Wages
20,000.00


Administration of Public Assistance - Other Expenses
500.00


Recreation - Salaries & Wages
40,000.00


Recreation - Other Expenses
6,000.00


Maintenance of Free Public Library
400,000.00


Contingent
1,000.00


Social Security System (OASI)
160,000.00


Consolidated Pension Adjustment Fund
17,780.00


Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
850,000.00

     UCIA Lease Program                                                                             27,000.00


Dog Regulation
                                               12,000.00


Public Transportation
40,000.00

     PFRS
765,370.00


Debt Service – Interest on Bond 
150,000.00

     Debt Service – Principal                                                                        40,000.00

     PERS                                                                                                    126,170.00


                                                                   Sub-Total: 
 9,042,820.00


Swimming Pool Utility:


Operating Salaries & Wages
42,000.00


Operating Other Expenses
60,000.00


Social Security (OASI)
4,000.00


Interest on Bond
25,000.00










              TOTAL TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS:
$9,173,820.00
Yeas:
Echausse
Kimmins


Nays: 

Neylan

Haas

Ciarrocca
Bigosinski


Absent: 



Foerst

Mayor Skibitsky



Caruana

(39)
RESOLVED that warrants in the amount of $100.00 each be drawn to the following officials and charge same to Petty Cash account.




Joan Thermann, Executive Assistant




John Parizeau, Police Chief




Philip Israel, Library Director




Lillian W. Corsi, Human Services Director




Kenneth B. Marsh, Town Engineer

(40)
WHEREAS, by resolution adopted on September 18, 1993, the Town Council of the Town of Westfield agreed to become an initial member in the Suburban Municipal Joint Insurance Fund, and


WHEREAS, by Bylaws of the Suburban Joint Insurance Fund provide for the appointment of a Commissioner and an Alternate to the Fund by the Town of Westfield, who shall be either members of the governing body employees of the Town, and


WHEREAS, the term of office of the Fund Commissioner and the Alternate shall be for two years of for the remainder of his/her terms of office whichever shall be less in the case of members of the governing body and for an indeterminate term at the pleasure of the governing body in the case of an employee of the Town;


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that James J Gruba be and he is hereby appointed as Fund Commissioner for the Town of Westfield for an indeterminate term.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that James H. Gildea be and is hereby appointed as the Alternate Fund Commissioner for the Town of Westfield for an indeterminate term.

(41)
WHEREAS, a need exists for the Town of Westfield to retain the professional legal services of a consultant and negotiator in connection with collective bargaining between the Town and its employee representation organizations; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (NJSA 40A:11-1 et seq) authorizes the letting of contracts for professional services without competitive bidding; and

WHEREAS, Certificate of the Chief Financial Officer, certifying the availability of adequate funds for this contract, prepared in accordance with NJAC 5:30-1.10, has been furnished to the Town Clerk.  Expenditure of funds pursuant to this contract is to be charged to the Legal Account,

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that:

1.        Frederick T Danser III, Esq be engaged to represent the Town of Westfield in labor negotiations with employee representation organizations or the year ending December 31, 2006 at an annual fee of $25,000.

2.        This contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “Professional Service” under the provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law, NJSA 40A: 11-5(1) (a) because the service is legal in nature.

3.        A copy of this resolution shall be published in The Westfield Leader as public notice of the action in accordance with NJSA 40A:11-5.

(42)
WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Annual Audit of the accounts of the Town of Westfield, and


WHEREAS, U.S. OMB Circular 133 and State of New Jersey OMB Circular 98-07 mandate that there be an audit of Federal and State Programs,


WHEREAS, on July 26, 1996 the Town of Westfield created a Deferred Compensation Plan, which is offered to all employees, pursuant to Sections 403 (b) and 457 of the Internal Revenue Code; and 


WHEREAS, pursuant to NJAC 5:37-10 the Financial Statements of such Deferred Compensation Plan must be reviewed,


WHEREAS, pursuant to rule 15c2-12(B)(5) of the Securities and Exchange Commission a Preparation of the Secondary Market Disclosure Report must be filed for year ending December 31, 2005.

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, (NJSA 40A:11-1 et seq) authorizes the letting of contracts for professional services without competitive bidding;


WHEREAS, Certificate of the Chief Financial Officer, certifying the availability of adequate funds for this contract, prepared in accordance with NJAC 5:30-1.10, has been furnished to the Town Clerk. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that:

1. The firm of Suplee, Clooney & Company, Registered Municipal Accountants and Certified Public Accountants, be engaged to make the statutory audit of the accounts of the Town of Westfield for the year ending December 31, 2006, in accordance with the regulations of the Division of Local Government Services, Department of Community Affairs of the State of New Jersey; an audit of Federal and State Programs in accordance with U.S. OMB Circular 133 and State of New Jersey OMB Circular 98-07 and Assistance with Preparation of the calendar year 2005 Financial Statement, the Annual Debt Statement and calendar year 2006 Fiscal Year Operating and Capital Budgets, for a fee not to exceed $52,750.

2. The aforementioned firm also be engaged to perform the Review Report on the Town of Westfield Deferred Compensation Plan for an additional fee of $950.

3. The aforementioned firm will also be engaged to perform a preparation Market Disclosure Report for the Year Ended December 31, 2005 for an additional fee of $4,000.00.

4. Total fee for the year will be $57,700.00, with expenditure charged to audit account.

5. This contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “Professional Service” under the provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law, NJSA 40A:11-5(1) because NJSA 40A:4-11 exempts from public bidding any work performed pursuant to NJSA 40A:5-4.

6. A copy of this resolution shall be published in The Westfield Leader as public notice of the action taken in accordance with NJSA 40A:11-5.

Code Review & Town Property Committee

The following resolution, introduced by Councilman Foerst, Chairman of the Code Review & Town Property Committee, seconded by Councilman Caruana was adopted.

(43)
TAKE NOTICE that the Town Council of the Town of Westfield will meet in Conference Session, at which meeting the public may attend and make comments, and address Council to discuss and consider matters of public business, upon which no formal action will then be taken but which may subsequently be acted upon in a regular Council Meeting, on the following dates in 2006 in the Administrative Conference Room in the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at 8:00 p.m., the said dates being the following Tuesdays, unless otherwise noted:

January 10 and 24

February 7 and 21

March 7 and 21

April 4 and 25

May 9 and 23

June 13 and 27

July 25

August (None)

September 5 and 19

October 3 and 17

November 8 (Wednesday) and 28

December (None)

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Town Council of the Town of Westfield will meet in regular public meeting, at which the public may attend and participate, on the following dates in 2006 in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at 8:00 p.m., with a preliminary meeting at 7:45 p.m. in the adjacent Council Conference Room which the public may also attend, the said meeting dates being the following Tuesdays, unless otherwise noted:

January 17 and 31

February 14 and 28

March 14 and 28

April 18

May 2 and 16

June 6 and 20

July 11

August 1

September 12 and 26

October 10 and 24

November 21

December 5

Public Works Committee

The following resolution, introduced by Councilwoman Neylan, Chairman of the Public Works Committee, seconded by Councilman Ciarrocca was adopted.

(44)
WHEREAS, NJSA 58:11-64 et. seq. requires that public sewer collection systems are required to have licensed sewer operators; and


WHEREAS, an operator with a C-3 license is required for the Town of Westfield’s public sewer collection system, and


WHEREAS, Hatch Mott McDonald submitted a proposal to provide such services, and

WHEREAS, Hatch Mott McDonald has proposed to provide the aforementioned services for a fee of $9,000.00, and

WHEREAS, the Town Administrator has reviewed the aforesaid proposal and recommends that a professional services contract for aforesaid services as outlined in the proposal, be awarded to Hatch Mott McDonald for the above stated fee of $9,000.00, and

WHEREAS, a Certificate of the Chief Financial Officer, certifying the availability of adequate funds for this Contract, prepared in accordance with NJAC 5:30 1.10 has been furnished to the Town Clerk, and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Westfield that the aforementioned contract for professional services required for the Sanitary Sewer Collection System be awarded to Hatch Mott McDonald, 27 Bleeker Street, Millburn, New Jersey, in the amount of $9,000.00, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the fees for this work be charged to Account No. Account No. 100-205, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall be published in the Westfield Leader as a Public Notice of action taken in accordance with NJSA 40:11-5.


Benediction was given by Rev. Leon Randell, St. Luke’s A.M.E. Zion Church.

A motion to adjourn by Councilman Echausse, seconded by Councilwoman Neylan, at 8:25 p.m., was unanimously carried.








Claire Gray








Town Clerk

PAGE  

