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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING HELD APRIL 22, 2014

Pursuant to rules of Council of the Town of Westfield, the members thereof convened in regular session Tuesday evening, April 22, 2014 at 8:00 p.m.


Mayor Skibitsky made the following announcements:


“Prior to convening in regular session, there was an agenda session which was open to public and advertised.”


“The adequate notice of this meeting as required by the Open Public Meetings Act, was provided by the posting, mailing and filing of the annual notice of regularly scheduled meetings of the Town Council on December 17, 2013.  The notice was, on that date, posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building, mailed to THE WESTFIELD LEADER, AND THE STAR LEDGER, and filed with the Clerk of the Town of Westfield.”

PRESENT:
Mayor Skibitsky, Council Members Arena, Neylan, LoGrippo, Della Fera, Kimmins, Oliveira, Loughlin

ABSENT:


Invocation was given by Councilman Loughlin
PRESENTATIONS

Mary Withers and Tamiko McDaniel of Westfield Neighborhood Council announced special needs karate program and asked for support.
Mayor Skibitsky announced the clean-up event Saturday, April 26, 2014 to celebrate Earth Day.
APPOINTMENT

ADVERTISED HEARINGS

The Council proceeded to the hearing entitled, “GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2016 – CALENDAR YEAR 2014 – ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14).

Advertised returnable this evening.

Mayor Skibitsky declared the hearing closed.

PENDING BUSINESS


An ordinance entitled, “GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2015 – CALENDAR YEAR 2014 – ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14).” introduced by Councilman Della Fera, seconded by Councilman Arena, was taken up, read and passed by the following vote of all present upon roll call as follows:

Yeas:
Arena


Nays:


Absent:


Neylan



LoGrippo



Foerst



Della Fera



Kimmins



Oliveira



Loughlin



Mayor Skibitsky

BIDS

MINUTES


On a motion by Councilwoman Kimmins, seconded by Councilman LoGrippo Council approved the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held April 1, 2014 with Councilwoman Neylan abstaining.

On a motion by Councilman Arena, seconded by Councilwoman Kimmins, Council approved the Minutes of the Conference Session held April 1, 2014 with councilwoman Neylan abstaining.

PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS

OPEN DISCUSSION BY CITIZENS

Greg Kasko of 424 Everson Place spoke about the Mobile Command Center.  He said that after asking questions regarding it being used at various locations and the Police Chief’s comments regarding it being used in Hoboken, he went on the internet and could not find any reference to the Command Center being used in connection with the Superbowl.  Therefore, he concluded that the Police Chief’s presentation was misleading and he accused the Mayor of misleading the public.

Tony Delduca of 811 Nancy Way said he supports the use of the Command Center at events in and out of Town that can provide training and that he appreciates the opportunities that Chief Wayman has taken advantage of and thanked him for doing so.

BILLS AND CLAIMS


Introduced by Councilman Della Fera, seconded by Councilman Loughlin and adopted with Councilman Loughlin abstaining on Loughlin Law Firm.

RESOLVED that the bills and claims in the amount of $661,938.15 per the list submitted to the members of this Council by the Chief Financial Officer, and approved for payment by the Town Administrator be, and the same are hereby, approved and that payroll warrants previously issued by the Chief Financial Officer be ratified.  
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES:

Finance Policy Committee

The following resolutions, introduced by Councilman Della Fera, Chairman of the Finance Policy Committee, seconded by Councilman Oliveira were unanimously adopted.

(84)
RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer be authorized to draw a warrant in the amount of $91.80 to the order of New Jersey Department of Health, P.O. Box 369, Trenton, New Jersey for Dog Licenses issued by the Town Clerk for the month of March 2014.

(85)
RESOLVED that pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:23-4.19, that the Chief Financial Officer be authorized and directed to draw a warrant in the sum of $19,470.00 to the TREASURER, STATE OF NEW JERSEY for the first quarter Construction Official’s State permit fees for 2014.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said check be forward to the Division of Codes and Standards, Department of Community Affairs, CN 802, Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0802.  

(86) 
WHEREAS, it is the policy of the Town of Westfield to treat employees and prospective employees in a manner consistent with all applicable employment laws and regulations including, but not limited to the Federal Civil Rights Act of 1964, as subsequently amended by the Equal Opportunity Act of 1972, the Age Discrimination in Employment Act, the Equal Pay for Equal Work Act, the Fair Labor Standards Act, the New Jersey Law Against Discrimination, the Americans with Disabilities Act, the Family and Medical Leave Act, the Conscientious Employee Protection Act, the Public Employee Occupational Safety and Health Act, the New Jersey Workers Compensation Act, the Federal Consolidated Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act (COBRA) and the Open Public Meeting Act; and

 

WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Westfield has determined that there is a continuing need for personnel policies and procedures to ensure that employees and prospective employees are treated in a manner consistent with these laws and regulations.

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Westfield that the Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual is hereby adopted.

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the personnel policies and procedures shall apply to all Town officials, appointees and employees.  In the event there is a conflict between these rules and any collective bargaining agreement, personnel services contract or Federal or State law, the terms and conditions of that contract or law shall prevail.  In all other cases, these policies and procedures shall prevail.

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Personnel Policies and Procedures manual is intended to provide guidelines covering public service by Town employees and is not a contract.  The provisions of this manual may be amended and supplemented from time to time without notice and at the sole discretion of the Town Council. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that to the maximum extent permitted by law, employment practices for the Town of Westfield shall operate under the legal doctrine known as “employment at will.”

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the firm of Apruzzese, McDermott, Mastro & Murphy, P.C. (Frederick Danser, Esq.) has been previously appointed as Employment Attorney to advise the Town in personnel matters.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town Administrator and all managerial/supervisory personnel are responsible for these employment practices.  The Employment Attorney shall assist the Town Administrator in the implementation of the policies and procedures in this manual.

(87) 
WHEREAS, the Town of Westfield has resolved to join both the Suburban Joint Insurance Fund and the Municipal Excess Liability Joint Insurance Fund, following a detailed analysis and has been a member since 1994; and


WHEREAS, the Bylaws of said funds require that each municipality appoint a Risk Management Consultant to perform various professional services as detailed in the Bylaws; and


WHEREAS, the Town of Westfield solicited requests for proposals for such services in accordance with G.O. 1753 of the Town of Westfield; and


WHEREAS, the Bylaws indicate that the commission rate shall not exceed six percent (6%) of the Member’s Annual Assessment; and


WHEREAS, Amalgamated General Agencies made a proposal to perform such services outlined for two and one half percent (2.5%) of annual assessment; and


WHEREAS, the Bylaws of the aforesaid Fund require that in such case the municipality will make payment for such professional services directly to the Risk Management Consultant; and


WHEREAS, the Town of Westfield has received the sum of $31,589.34 drawn on the Administration and Expense Account of the Suburban Joint Insurance Fund which represents the first half of the  installment of the six percent (6%) of the Annual Assessment for 2014; and


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer of the Town of Westfield be, and hereby is, authorized and directed to draw warrant to the order of Amalgamated General Agencies (AGA), 115 Grove Street East, PO Box 2670, Westfield, NJ 07090-2670, in the sum of $13,162.23 representing the first half of the commission payable for the year 2014 with $18,427.11 representing the reduction in the first half of the annual assessment.

(88)
RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer be and hereby is authorized to draw warrant for unused parking permit fee as follows:

Mark Crossan



Smart Card


$19.00

1580 Rising Way

Mountainside, NJ 07092
Patricia Mockler


Lot 3 Parking Permit

$477.00

645 Shackamaxon Drive

Westfield, NJ  07090
(89)
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the following accounts may have their sewer bills prorated to the demolishing of the property in 2013 and remove the billing for 2014. Billing will be adjusted once the property has a certificate of occupancy.

Acct#


Property Address

Year 

Amount

330-0


137 Hamilton Avenue

2013

$141.80 








2014

$170.00

3924-0


633 Cumberland Street
2013

$138.51








2014

$170.00

4113-0


321 St Georges Place

2014

$170.00

5702-0


825 Fairacres Avenue

2013

$103.73








2014

$170.00

7930-0


240 Sycamore Street

2013

$  92.92








2014

$170.00

9354-0


1608 Boulevard

2013

$ 92.92








2014

$170.00
(90)
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following accounts may have their sewer bills prorated due to a fire of the property in 2013 and remove the billing for 2014. Billing will be adjusted once the property has a certificate of occupancy.

Acct#


Property Address

Year 

Amount

2551-0


120 Wychwood Road

2013

$158.72








2014

$170.00

6740-0


686 Westfield Avenue

2014

$170.00
(91) 
WHEREAS, there exist on the records in the Tax Collector’s office sewer fee balances for the year 2014:


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tax Collector be and she hereby is authorized to cancel the sewer fee balances below for the year 2014 as the sewer fee was incorrectly calculated as a commercial property instead of a residential property.

Block/Lot
YEAR

Amount

3006/9

2014

$145.00

(92)
WHEREAS, David Perna, made an application for a construction permit for a burglar alarm located at 2 Forest Glen Court, Block 5402, Lot 28.01, Westfield, New Jersey.

WHEREAS, David Perna, remitted $76.00 for aforesaid permit.

WHEREAS, David Perna, subsequently requested not to do the above mentioned project.

WHEREAS, David Perna, has made an application for refund of eighty percent (80%) of permit fee.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chief Financial Officer be, and hereby is authorized to draw a warrant in the sum of $60.80 payable to David Perna, 2 Forest Glen Court, Westfield, N.J. 07090.

(93)
WHEREAS, Defender Security Company, made an application for a construction permit for a fire alarm located at 320 Linden Avenue, Block 2206, Lot 9, Westfield, New Jersey.

WHEREAS, Defender Security Company, remitted $75.00 for aforesaid permit.

WHEREAS, Defender Security Company, subsequently requested not to do the above mentioned project.

WHEREAS, Defender Security Company, has made an application for refund of eighty percent (80%) of permit fee.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chief Financial Officer be, and hereby is authorized to draw a warrant in the sum of $60.00 payable to Defender Security Company, 3750 Priority Way S. Dr., #200, Indianapolis, IN 46240, attn:permits dept/NJ. 
Public Safety, Transportation and Parking Committee
Code Review & Town Property Committee

The following resolutions, introduced by Councilman Foerst, Chairman of the Code Review & Town Property Committee, seconded by Councilman LoGrippo were unanimously adopted.

(94) 
BE IT RESOLVED that the following application for renewal of theater licenses be and the same is hereby approved:

DC Rialto Cinemas





Six Theaters

250 East Broad Street, 2nd Fl
Westfield, NJ 07090

(95) 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Chapter 24 Article VII Section 24-47 of the Town Code the Town Council has authorized the licensing of Sidewalk Cafés, and


WHEREAS, the establishments listed have made application as required by Sec. 24-48 of the Town Code, and


WHEREAS, the establishments listed have met all the terms and conditions as required,


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Council of the Town of Westfield hereby grants licenses to the establishments listed to operate sidewalk cafés and the Town Clerk be, and is hereby authorized to issue said licenses.


Rockn’ Joe Coffeehouse & Bistro


20 Prospect Street


The Office of Westfield, LLC



411 North Avenue W.

Theresa’s Restaurant




47 Elm Street


Crumbs Bake Shop




130 E. Broad Street


Cosimo’s Family Restaurant



118 East Broad Street

(96) 
RESOLVED that the following application for children’s amusement devices be approved:

All American Game Co.
Church Festival

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church

49 Scott Avenue

May 29, May 30,

250 Gallows Hill Road

South Amboy, NJ 08879
May 31, June 1

Westfield, NJ

Seashore Amusements
Spring Fling Street Fair
Westfield Area

11 Hendry Lane

Elm Street


Chamber of Commerce

Brick, NJ 08723

May 4, 2014




(97)
WHEREAS, Premier Design Custom Homes, LLC., made an application to the Town of Westfield to demolish a single-family dwelling, located at 62 Tamaques Way, Block 5201, Lot 46, Westfield, New Jersey, and,

WHEREAS, Steve Freedman, Construction Official, certifies to the Town Council that the application meets all requirements of General Ordinance No. 1386, relative to obtaining a demolition permit.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Westfield that approval is hereby granted, pursuant to final approval by Steve Freedman, Construction Official, to demolish a single-family dwelling at 62 Tamaques Way, Block 5201, Lot 46, Westfield, New Jersey.

(98)
WHEREAS, Ravi and Alicia Ramdath, made an application to the Town of Westfield to demolish a single-family dwelling, located at 204 Wyoming Street, Block 5609, Lot 3, Westfield, New Jersey, and,

WHEREAS, Steve Freedman, Construction Official, certifies to the Town Council that the application meets all requirements of General Ordinance No. 1386, relative to obtaining a demolition permit.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Westfield that approval is hereby granted, pursuant to final approval by Steve Freedman, Construction Official, to demolish a single-family dwelling at 204 Wyoming Street, Block 5609, Lot 3, Westfield, New Jersey.

(99)
WHEREAS, Thomas and Stacey Delvecchio, made an application to the Town of Westfield to demolish a single-family dwelling, located at 219 Golf Edge, Block 1904, Lot 6, Westfield, New Jersey, and,

WHEREAS, Steve Freedman, Construction Official, certifies to the Town Council that the application meets all requirements of General Ordinance No. 1386, relative to obtaining a demolition permit.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Westfield that approval is hereby granted, pursuant to final approval by Steve Freedman, Construction Official, to demolish a single-family dwelling at 219 Golf Edge, Block 1904, Lot 6, Westfield, New Jersey.

(100)
WHEREAS, Theresa and Jeffery Harris, made an application to the Town of  Westfield to demolish a detached garage, located at 622 Dorian Road, Block 2904, Lot 7, Westfield, New Jersey, and,

WHEREAS, Steve Freedman, Construction Official, certifies to the Town Council that the application has met all requirements of General Ordinance No. 1386, relative to obtaining a demolition permit.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Westfield that approval is hereby granted, pursuant to final approval by Steve Freedman, Construction Official, to demolish a detached garage at 622 Dorian Road, Block 2904, Lot 7, Westfield, New Jersey.

Public Works Committee

The following resolutions, introduced by Councilman Arena, Chairman of the Public Works Committee, seconded by Councilwoman Neylan were unanimously adopted.

(101)
WHEREAS the Town of Westfield will conduct a Residential Cleanup Program for which it will need the services of a disposal company, and

WHEREAS bids were received by the Town Clerk on Tuesday, April 1, 2014, and the apparent low bid from Republic Services of New Jersey d.b.a. Midco Waste Systems, 11 Harmich Road, South Plainfield, New Jersey 07080 has been analyzed and found to be fair and reasonable, and in accordance with the appropriate specifications for this work, and

WHEREAS Certificate of the Town Treasurer, certifying to the availability of adequate funds for this Contract, prepared in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30 1.10 has been furnished to the Town Clerk.  Expenditure of funds to be charged to Operating Budget Account #137-229.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the following contractual award be made, and the proper Town Officials be, and they are hereby, authorized to act as appropriate in the execution and discharge of this Contract.

REPUBLIC SERVICES OF NEW JERSEY



d.b.a. MIDCO WASTE



Collection & Transport
$52.00

11 HARMICH ROAD



Tipping Fee


  32.00

SOUTH PLAINFIELD, NJ  07080


Total Bid Price Per Permit
$84.00
Reports of Department Heads

Reports of Susan Noon, Collector of Taxes, showing taxes total collections of $945,184.24 during the period March 1, 2014 to March 31, 2014 and total sewer fee collections of $827,418.75.

Report of Kris McAloon, Town Engineer, stating he had turned over to the Chief Financial Officer check in the amount of $7,974.45 representing monies collected during the month of March 2014 and a check in the amount of $8,160.00 representing monies collected for Spring Clean-Up.

Report of Carol Salvaggio, Certified Court Administrator, stating that she had turned over to the Chief Financial Officer check in the amount of $67,602.90 representing fines and costs collected in the Municipal Court and Violations Bureau during the month of March 2014 was received, read and ordered filed.

Report of Steve Freedman, Construction Official, showing monies collected for permits in the amount of $82,209.00 for the month of March 2014 was received, read and ordered filed.

Report of David Wayman, Chief of the Police Department, stating he had turned over to the Chief Financial Officer a check in the amount of $3,093.30 representing Police Fees collected during the month of March 2014 was received, read and ordered filed.

Report of Daniel J. Kelly, Chief of the Fire Department, showing Smoke Detector Fees collected in March in the amount of $1,550.00 and Permit Fees collected in the amount of $5,018.00 was received, read and ordered filed.

Report of Claire J. Gray, Town Clerk, showing fee collected in the amount of $6,783.00 during the month of March 2014 was received, read, and ordered filed.

Upon motion by Councilwoman Neylan, seconded by Councilman LoGrippo the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m.








Claire J. Gray








Town Clerk

