MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING HELD MARCH 23, 2021
Pursuant to rules of Council of the Town of Westfield, the members thereof convened in
regular session Tuesday, March 23, 2021 at 8:00 p.m.
Mayor Brindle made the following announcements:
“The adequate notice of this meeting, as required by the Open Public Meetings Act, was
provided by the posting, mailing and filing of the annual notice of regularly scheduled meetings
of the Town Council on December 11, 2020. The notice was, on that date, posted on the bulletin
board in the Municipal Building, mailed to THE WESTFIELD LEADER, and THE STAR
LEDGER, and filed with the Clerk of the Town of Westfield.”
PRESENT:

Mayor Brindle, Council Members, Habgood, Parmelee, LoGrippo, Katz, Mackey,
Contract, Dardia, and Boyes

ABSENT:

None

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, this meeting was held remotely through Zoom Webinar. The
public was provided with access to join the webinar through Zoom
FLAG SALUTE
APPOINTMENTS
Town Administrator’s Update
 Announced that the Conservation Center would be opening on March 25, 2021 for the
2021 season, which is a week earlier than usual. Provided information on the number of
permits sold, which were all online. Reminded residents that those who purchased a
permit would receive their decal on the first day they use the center. Also discussed
additional recycling programs being offered this year. In addition, discussed the
Styrofoam recycling program at the Conservation Center and mentioned that Union
County collected 36,000 pounds of Styrofoam last year, with 18,000 pounds coming from
Westfield alone. Thanked the Town Engineer, DPW Director and DPW Supervisor Rich
Eubanks for their efforts.
Mayor’s remarks
Mayor Brindle provided the following remarks:
Good evening, everyone, and thanks for joining us virtually tonight. Please remember that public
comment will only be accepted via Zoom, although we are live streaming for viewing only on
Facebook. The replay will also be available afterwards on Facebook, YouTube, and TV 36.
COVID-19 UPDATES
▪ Yesterday, Governor Murphy reported that there likely won’t be any additional announcements
in the near future about loosening restrictions due to the recent increase in COVID numbers, with
New Jersey unfortunately leading the nation in new cases per capita. The seven-day average for
confirmed COVID-19 cases in New Jersey is up 11% from a week ago and up 29% from a
month ago, the highest level since February 5, and the rate of transmission is 1.09. On the
vaccination front, New Jersey has administered 3.56 million doses of the COVID-19 vaccine —
including more than 1.26 million people considered fully vaccinated. As always, more detailed
information about statewide numbers is available on the NJ COVID-19 Dashboard.
▪ On April 1 at 11:00AM, a Zoom discussion entitled “COVID Vaccine: Fact or Fiction?” will be
held for seniors and other vulnerable members of the community looking to obtain more
information. The panel of experts will include Dr. Lawrence Budnick, President of the Westfield
Board of Health; Megan Avallone, Regional Health Director; Ellen Shelley, Vulnerable
Populations Coordinator for the Board of Health; and Dr. Pamela Brug, Westfield resident and
Vice President of the New Jersey Black Women Physicians Association. To obtain the Zoom
registration information, please email westfieldnjseniors@gmail.com, or call 908-301-1287.
Limited space will also be available for on site viewing in several locations, which requires
advance registration as well. Thank you to the collective efforts of the Board of Health, Lifelong
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Westfield, the Westfield Community Center, the Westfield Neighborhood Council, and the MLK
Jr. Association of Westfield for making this important event possible.
LOCAL UPDATES
▪ I hope you had a chance to enjoy the Glo See Saws while they were in town! Thanks to the
DWC for bringing joy to people of all ages and, most importantly, for bringing foot traffic to our
downtown businesses, many of whom reported record sales days since the exhibit was installed.
I’d especially like to recognize DWC Promotions Chair Erin Ben-Hayon for suggesting bringing
this brilliant exhibit. With the arrival of spring, I’m looking forward to the many exciting plans
that the DWC has in the works for our residents and visitors to enjoy.
▪ I was proud to join hundreds of concerned neighbors on Sunday evening at the #StopAsianHate
rally in Cranford to show support for our Asian American and Pacific Islander brothers, sisters,
friends and neighbors. It was gratifying to see so many participants standing in solidarity with
the AAPI community to publicly denounce any and all forms of bigotry, hate, and prejudice. I
was joined by Councilwoman Linda Habgood, along with members of the Westfield Area
Chinese American Association (WACAA), an organization that has devoted countless hours of
volunteer service to Westfield. The WACAA has been in touch with our Human Relations
Advisory Commission (HRAC) and are planning a peaceful protest in Westfield this Saturday at
1:00 at Mindowaskin Park. Please come out and join them in solidarity.
The AAPI community has the unwavering support of this administration, and I want to be clear
that there is zero tolerance for any types of hate of bigotry in our community. I am grateful to the
WACAA and HRAC for their ongoing work to keep the lines of communication open about the
harm in these acts, as we continue to strive for a more inclusive community.
▪ It’s now time to move on to tonight’s agenda, which includes the introduction of the 2021
municipal budget. I want to thank Town Administrator Jim Gildea and CFO Scott Olsen, who
worked diligently over the last few months with each Town department to minimize our costs as
much as possible without sacrificing services to residents. Special thanks also goes to each
department head who worked diligently to identify cost savings where they could, and
demonstrated significant resourcefulness and nimbleness in light of these unprecedented times.
I’d also like to thank the Finance Policy Committee -- Councilwoman Linda Habgood, who
serves as Committee Chair and whose experience as a finance senior executive in the private
sector has provided immeasurable value to this process, as well as Vice Chair Councilman Mark
Parmelee, Councilman David Contract, and Councilman Jim Boyes -- for their many hours of
work to produce a budget that reflects the substantial challenges of 2020 and the many exciting
opportunities for 2021 and beyond.
As you will see, we are very fortunate to be in a strong financial position this year in light of the
revenue impact experienced by us and many municipalities as a result of the pandemic. I am
grateful that we expect to receive $2.9 million in American Rescue Plan funds over the next two
years, which has given us the confidence and additional flexibility to move forward on Town
priorities for this year, while also positioning us well for 2022 and beyond to be able to
implement some of the transformational initiatives we’ve been working towards over the past
two years.
We’re also introducing the capital budget earlier than usual in order to get projects started and
completed sooner -- including an unprecedented volume of road paving to span the next three
years. Jim and Councilwoman Habgood will be sharing all of the exciting details.
With that, we’ll get to work. I want to remind everyone that I will once again be enforcing
Robert’s Rules this evening to ensure we stay on topic and the meeting runs efficiently.
PRESENTATIONS
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PENDING BUSINESS
BIDS

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
INVITATION TO BID
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WEDNESDAY, March 17, 2021
2021 ADA Curb Ramps & Drainage Improvements
Bidder

Amount of Bid

DLS Contracting Inc.
36 Montesano Road
Fairfield, NJ 07004

$246,600.00

Frank Galbraith & Son Excavation
831 Raritan Road
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

$411,090.00

T. Fiotakis
197 Central Avenue
Edison, NJ 08817

$243,240.00

United Terrain Group
386 State Route 79
Morganville, NJ 07751

$415,300.00

Assuncao Brothers Inc
29 Wood Avenue
Edison, NJ 08820

$423,419.65

Fischer Contracting
10 Short Hills Court
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

$234,390.00

Messercola Excavating Inc.
549 East Third Street
Plainfield, NJ 07062

$297,600.00

NAVA Construction Inc.
1216 Stockon Drive
North Brunswick, NJ 08902

$228,400.00

FDM Construction LLC
90 Willow Street
Carteret NJ, 07008

$352,900.00

MINUTES
On a motion by Councilman Katz and seconded by Councilman Dardia, Council approved the
Minutes of the Town Council Regular and Conference Meeting held March 9, 2021.
PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS
OPEN DISCUSSION BY CITIZENS
Mayor Brindle opened the public comments portion of the meeting and asked if there were any
questions or comments.
BILLS AND CLAIMS
On motion by Councilwoman Habgood, and seconded by Councilman Contract, bills and claims
were adopted unanimously:
RESOLVED that the bills and claims in the amount of $266,588.55 per the list submitted to the
members of this Council by the Chief Financial Officer, and approved for payment by the Town
Administrator be, and the same are hereby, approved and that payroll warrants previously issued
by the Chief Financial Officer be ratified.
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REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES:
Finance Policy Committee
The following resolutions, introduced by Councilwoman Habgood and seconded by Councilman
Dardia, were unanimously adopted.
Resolution No. 71
WHEREAS, Accurate Sewer and Drain LLC placed the required cash bond of
$500.00 to
cover the Road Opening Permit #20-033 for 245 Tuttle Parkway, and
WHEREAS, Accurate Sewer and Drain LLC is entitled to have this amount be
returned, and
WHEREAS, the Town Engineer has inspected the roadway excavation and has found the
road the excavation to have been properly repaired.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Treasurer be authorized to draw a
warrant in the name of Accurate Sewer and Drain LLC for $500.00 and forward to 9
Cellar Avenue, Clark, New Jersey, 07066.
Resolution No. 72
WHEREAS, the Recreation Commission of the Town of Westfield determined that there
was a need for a food concession for the 2021 season at the Westfield Memorial Pool;
and
WHEREAS, on February 25, 2021, a Request for Proposals (RFP) for the aforesaid
service was advertised to be returnable on March 16, 2021; and
WHEREAS, on March 16, 2021, one (1) response to the RFP was received; and
WHEREAS, Lizzard Inc. DBA Suspenders, 1131 Magie Avenue, Union, New Jersey
07208 submitted a proposal to perform said services with a payment to the Town of
Westfield totaling $14,201.50; and
WHEREAS, the Recreation Commission has found the proposal to be responsive to the
RFP and is recommending that the Town Council authorize an award of contract to
Suspenders.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield be and hereby authorizes an award of contract to Lizzard Inc. DBA
Suspenders, 1131 Magie Avenue, Union, New Jersey 07208 for the food concession for
the 2021 season at the Westfield Memorial Pool with a payment to the Town of Westfield
totaling $14,201.50.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proper Town Officials be authorized to effect
whatever actions are necessary in the execution and discharge of this contract.
Resolution No. 73
WHEREAS, in 2019, the Westfield Police Department previously sought the purchase of
Body Worn Cameras to comply with the everchanging needs and best practices of law
enforcement, and in 2021, pursuant to an act of the state legislature, Body Worn Cameras
shall now be mandated for use by all uniformed police officers in the State of New Jersey
while engaged in patrol activities; and
WHEREAS, Axon Enterprise of P.O. Box 29661, Department 2018, Phoenix, AZ 85038
was awarded State Contract T0106, under the Department of Purchase and Property’s
NJStart eProcurement Solution, purchase order 17-FLEET-00738, Category 14 for Police
Body Camera Solution and 14A for installation, consulting services, hardware/software
configuration, training, and hourly repair services rates; and
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WHEREAS, at a meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Westfield on June 18,
2019, the Town of Westfield awarded a contract for the purchase of Body Worn Cameras
for the Westfield Police Department to Axon Enterprise of P.O. Box 29661, Department
2019, Phoenix, AZ 85038-9661 under State Contract T0106; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to the Town of Westfield’s Purchasing Agreement with Axon
Enterprise of P.O. Box 29661, Department 2018, Phoenix, AZ 85038-9661, the total
costs of said contract are to be extended over a five (5) year time period, with Year 3
costs of said agreement totaling $67,908.00 as specified in invoice SI-1717795, and
which are now due for payment; and
WHEREAS, these Body Worn Cameras and their servicing by Axon Enterprise of P.O.
Box 29661, Department 2018, Phoenix, AZ 85038-9661 have been sufficient to meet the
ongoing needs of the Westfield Police Department and requirements of the State of New
Jersey; and
WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified to the availability of adequate funds
for payment of Year 3 costs of the Purchasing Agreement with Axon Enterprise of P.O.
Box 29661, Department 2018, Phoenix, AZ 85038-9661 totaling $67,908, and which are
to be charged to Account 130-208 under Purchase Order No. 21-00828, prepared in
accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30-1.10.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield that payment of Year 3 costs of the purchase of Body Worn Cameras for the
Westfield Police Department totaling $67,908 is hereby authorized to Axon Enterprise of
P.O Box 29661, Department 2018, Phoenix, AZ 85038-9661 under State Contract T0106;
and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proper Town Officials be and are herby
authorized to take whatever actions are appropriate in the execution and discharge of the
Purchasing Agreement with Axon Enterprise of P.O. Box 29661, Department 2018,
Phoenix, AZ85038-9661.
Resolution No. 74
WHEREAS, the Local District School Tax for the year July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021 was
raised in the 2020 Tax Levy in the sum of $106,150,449.00, and
WHEREAS, the statutes permit the deferral of such School Tax up to 50% of the School
Tax Levy or $53,075,224.50,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield, County of Union, that the Deferred School Tax for Local District School
purpose be in the amount of $53,075,224.50 as of December 31, 2020.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that three certified copies of this resolution be filed in
the Office of the Director of the Division of Local Government Services.
Resolution No. 75
WHEREAS, the Town of Westfield previously received authorization from the State of
New Jersey, Division of Local Government Services to appropriate a special emergency
for the COVID-19 affected revenue losses that occurred in the 2020 budget year in the
Swim Pool Utility Operating Fund; and,
WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey, Division of Local Government Services now
requires a resolution, from municipalities that desire to use a three-year average for the
calculation of affected revenues in other operating funds, as provided under Section 1 of
P.L. 2020, c.74 which amended N.J.S.A. 40A:4-26, for the 2021 Swim Pool Utility
Budget Year; and,
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WHEREAS, the need to use the three-year average method to compute certain dedicated
revenues in the 2021 Budget Year is beneficial and necessary to the Town; and,
WHEREAS, the selected dedicated revenues, the three-year average, and the amount
anticipated in the 2021 Swim Pool Budget are as follows:

Revenue Description

Three-Year Average

2021 Anticipated Revenue

Subscriptions

$808,812.74

$800,000.00

Admissions

98,123.40

50,000.00

Miscellaneous

89,971.02

89,000.00

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield, in the County of Union and State of New Jersey, that it approves the
utilization of the three-year average method in computing certain dedicated revenues in
the Town’s 2021 Swim Pool Utility Budget; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this resolution be
forwarded to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services.
Certified to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting held on March 23, 2021.

Resolution No. 77
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-5 as amended by P.L. 2017, c.183 requires the governing
body of each municipality and county to certify that their local unit’s hiring practices
comply with the United States Equal Employment Opportunity Commission’s
“Enforcement Guidance on the Consideration of Arrest and Conviction Records in
Employment Decisions Under Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964,” as amended, 42
U.S.C. § 2000e et seq., (April 25, 2012) before submitting its approved annual budget to
the Division of Local Government Services in the New Jersey Department of Community
Affairs; and
WHEREAS, the members of the governing body have familiarized themselves with the
contents of the above-referenced enforcement guidance and with their local unit’s hiring
practices as they pertain to the consideration of an individual’s criminal history, as
evidenced by the group affidavit form of the governing body attached hereto.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the Mayor and Town Council of the
Town of Westfield hereby states that it has complied with N.J.S.A. 40A:4-5, as amended
by P.L. 2017, c.183, by certifying that the local unit’s hiring practices comply with the
above-referenced enforcement guidance and hereby directs the Clerk to cause to be
maintained and available for inspection a certified copy of this resolution and the
required affidavit to show evidence of said compliance.
Town Council comments:
Councilman Dardia requested clarification of the resolution authorizing deferral of the school tax.
Councilwoman Habgood explained that this resolution is required each year because the school budget
and the Town budget are adopted at different times of the year. Due to this difference in timing and the
fact that the Town collects the taxes for the school district, certain payments need to be deferred.

The following resolution, introduced by Councilwoman Habgood, seconded by Councilman
Boyes was adopted by the following roll call vote:
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Resolution No. 76
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-19 provides that where any contract, commitment or
payments are to be made prior to the final adoption of the 2021 Capital Budget,
temporary appropriations should be made for the purpose and amounts required in the
manner and time therein provided, and
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the attached 2021 Temporary Capital
Budget for the Town of Westfield, is hereby adopted.
Yeas: Habgood
Parmelee
LoGrippo
Katz
Mackey
Contract
Dardia
Boyes
Mayor Brindle

Nays: None

Absent:

Town Council comments:
Councilwoman Habgood reminded residents that the Town is adopting a temporary capital
budget because it would like to move forward with capital projects, primarily road work, as soon
as possible. This resolution is required because the Town will be adopting its capital budget prior
to the adoption of the 2021 Municipal Budget.
The following resolution, introduced by Councilwoman Habgood, seconded by Councilman
Parmelee was adopted by the following roll call vote:
Resolution No. 78
WHEREAS, through Resolutions 251- and 252-2020, both adopted on November 24,
2020, the Town Council of the Town of Westfield adopted a Special Emergency
Resolution to combat operational losses as a direct result of COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, after closing out the Town’s 2020 financial activity, it has been determined
that the revenue shortfall in the Current Fund can be redressed in the 2021 Operating
Budget through other avenues and is therefore not needed or necessary; and
WHEREAS, the shortfall in the Swim Pool Utility has been identified in the amount
$318,912.26, which is less than what was authorized in the said COVID-19 Special
Emergency Resolutions.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Westfield
(by not less than a majority vote of the full governing body members affirmatively
concurring) that:
1. The $866,000 projected deficit in revenue for the Current Fund portion of the COVID-19
Special Emergency is rescinded because it is no longer needed; and
2. That $88,987.74 of the $407,900 projected deficit in revenue for the Swim Pool Utility
portion of the COVID-19 Special Emergency is rescinded, leaving a revenue deficit of
$318,912.26
3. That two (2) certified copies of this resolution will be filed with the Director of the Division
of Local Government Services.
Yeas: Habgood
Parmelee
LoGrippo
Katz
Mackey
Contract

Nays: None

Absent: None
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Dardia
Boyes
Mayor Brindle
General Ordinance No. 2210
Regarding the following ordinance, Councilwoman Habgood made the following announcement:
I hereby move that an ordinance entitled, “GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2210 – AN
ORDINANCE FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2021 TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A.
40A:4-45.14)”
The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Mackey.
General Ordinance No. 2210 was approved by the following vote of all present upon roll call as
follows:
Yeas: Habgood
Parmelee
LoGrippo
Katz
Mackey
Contract
Dardia
Boyes
Mayor Brindle

Nays: None

Absent: None

Heretofore introduced, General Ordinance No. 2210 does now pass on first reading, and that said
ordinance be further considered for final passage at a meeting to be held on the 6th day of April
2021 at 8:00 o'clock, p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be reached, in the Council
Chambers, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, and that at such time and place or any
time and place to which such meeting shall from time to time be adjourned, all persons interested
be given the opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance, and that the Town Clerk is
hereby authorized and directed to publish said ordinance according to law with a notice of its
introduction and passage on first reading and of the time and place when and where said
ordinance will be further considered for final passage.
The following resolution, introduced by Councilwoman Habgood, seconded by Councilman
Dardia was adopted by the following roll call vote:
Resolution No. 79
BE IT RESOLVED, that the following statements of revenues and appropriations shall
constitute the Municipal Budget for year 2021;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said Budget or Summary be published in the
Westfield Leader in the issue of March 25, 2021. The Governing Body of the TOWN OF
WESTFIELD does hereby approve the following as the Budget for the year 2021:
Yeas: Habgood
Parmelee
LoGrippo
Katz
Mackey
Contract
Dardia
Boyes
Mayor Brindle

Nays: None

Absent: None

Town Council comments:
Councilman LoGrippo stated that he would vote in favor of moving the budget forward, but as
he mentioned during the Conference Meeting, he is concerned with the 2021 tax increase being
the largest in 7 years and the surplus balance being reduced to a level that is below $6 million.
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Mayor Brindle asked Councilman LoGrippo when he began his term on the Town Council.
Councilman LoGrippo stated that he began his term as a councilmember 10 years ago in July.
Mayor Brindle noted that Councilman LoGrippo was a councilmember during the years 2012
through 2014 when the tax rate was significantly higher and asked if he supported the budget
during those years.
Councilman LoGrippo stated that he supported the budgets during those years, but the Town was
at a trend where the Town was doing well after the financial crisis and was in the progress of
building its surplus balance. Stated that Councilwoman Habgood assured him that the surplus
balance would not go below $9.5 million.
Mayor Brindle stated that she would like it noted for the record that Councilman LoGrippo
supported significantly higher tax rates than the one being introduced tonight, which was also at
a time when the Town’s surplus was significantly lower.
Councilman LoGrippo referenced budget discussions from 2020 and feels if the Town had
maintained a higher surplus balance it could have been used this year to offset the tax rate
increase.
Mayor Brindle feels surplus has been used appropriately to offset tax increases.
Councilman LoGrippo asked Mayor Brindle to confirm, for the record, that statements were
made that surplus would not fall below $9.5 million.
Councilwoman Habgood stated that there are no guarantees and for that reason, she would not
have made that statement. Explained that she did state that $9.5 to $10 million would be a good
end of year target for the surplus balance. Believes this will be achieved with the budget that has
been proposed because of the stimulus funding that will be awarded and due to trends in the
amount of surplus that has been regenerated over the past few years. Also discussed the
reduction in projected revenues due to the year-end actuals from 2020 and the statute that
prohibits municipalities from anticipating revenue higher than its actual from the previous year.
Councilman LoGrippo stated that he understands that the budget is a snapshot in time, but feels
this trend is not what was anticipated, even before the pandemic.
Councilman Contract stated that several councilmembers believed that a $14.5 million surplus
balance was too high. As such, surplus was used to purchase equipment and to offset the tax rate
in 2018 and 2019, which resulted in a 1.1% average tax increase over the past 4 years, which is
approximately 40% below the average tax increase from the previous 4 years. Surplus was
strategically used to keep taxes low and to invest in equipment. Feels a fair comparison of the
difference is the surplus balance is $14.5 million to $9.6 million, which was the balance at the
end of 2020. Feels statements that the surplus balance was reduced from $14.5 million to $5.8
million is misleading. Also discussed the anticipated surplus balance by the end of 2021.
Councilman LoGrippo referenced Councilman Contract’s comment in which he confirmed that
the surplus balance is $5.8 million with this proposed budget.
Mayor Brindle feels this was a good discussion and believes there is a fundamental difference in
philosophy as to the use of surplus. She believes there should not be excess cash in the bank and
that it should be delivered to taxpayers in terms of either services or a lower tax rate. Also stated
that the average surplus balance for the past 4 years with this administration has been higher than
the balance from previous administrations, and the average tax rate has been lower. Explained
that, as a taxpayer looking at the record, she would look at which administration had the higher
surplus balance and the lower tax rate, and that would be the current administration. Feels if
Councilman LoGrippo believes it is better to have more cash in the bank earning almost 0%
interest instead of “putting it to work” on behalf of taxpayers, then that is a legitimate policy
conversation that would need to occur.
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Councilman LoGrippo stated that he would prefer to do what Union County is doing for the
second consecutive year, which is no tax increase. Stated that he agrees with Mayor Brindle that
it is a philosophy difference.
Mayor Brindle noted that 2 years ago when the Town presented a budget with a 0% tax increase
in an effort to mitigate any consequences from the tax revaluation, Union County was not at a
0% tax increase. Feels each year needs to reviewed and considered based upon the circumstances
in that period in time. Stated that she is proud of this budget and feels legitimate policy
conversations need to occur. In addition, feels this administration can stand on its record very
proudly in terms of its fiscal and financial due diligence.
The following resolution, introduced by Councilwoman Habgood, seconded by Councilman
Dardia was adopted by the following roll call vote:
Resolution No. 80
WHEREAS, the Downtown Westfield Corporation Budget has presented its Budget for
the Town of Westfield’s Special Improvement District, in the County of Union, for the
Year 2021, and
WHEREAS, the following statements of revenues and appropriations shall constitute the
Downtown Westfield Corporation Budget for the Year 2021; and
WHEREAS the said Budget is to be published in THE WESTFIELD LEADER in the
issue of March 25, 2021.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Town of
Westfield does hereby approve the following as the Downtown Westfield Corporation
Budget for the year 2021:
DOWNTOWN WESTFIELD CORPORATION
SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
2021 BUDGET
REVENUES
GENERAL REVENUE
Amount to be raised by
Special Improvement District Assessment
Total General Revenue

ANTICIPATED REVENUE
$416,347.00
$416,347.00

APPROPRIATIONS
GENERAL APPROPRIATION
Operating
Salaries & Wages
Other Expenses
Total General Appropriations
Yeas: Habgood
Parmelee
LoGrippo
Katz
Mackey
Contract
Dardia
Boyes
Mayor Brindle

Nays: None

APPROPRIATIONS 2021
$251,000.00
$165,347.00
$416,347.00
Absent: None

The Town Administrator noted that the DWC budget is flat, as it has been for several years, and
discussed revenue opportunities the DWC was able to anticipate which allowed for a flat
increase in 2021. Commended the DWC Director for his efforts.
Mayor Brindle congratulated the DWC on the many grant awards it received.
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Special Ordinance No. 2221
Regarding the following ordinance, Councilwoman Habgood made the following announcement:
I hereby move that an ordinance entitled, “SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2221 – BOND
ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS
AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDITIONAL OR REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT
AND MACHINERY, NEW COMMUNICATION AND SIGNAL SYSTEMS EQUIPMENT
AND NEW INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT IN, BY AND FOR THE TOWN
OF WESTFIELD, IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO
APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $2,650,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A
DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH
APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION
NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.
The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Mackey.
Special Ordinance No. 2221 was approved by the following vote of all present upon roll call as
follows:
Yeas: Habgood
Parmelee
LoGrippo
Katz
Mackey
Contract
Dardia
Boyes
Mayor Brindle

Nays: None

Absent: None

Public Safety, Transportation and Parking Committee
Code Review & Town Property Committee
The following resolutions, introduced by Councilman Parmelee and seconded by Councilman
LoGrippo, were unanimously adopted.
Resolution No. 81
RESOLVED that the following applications for Peddlers License be and the same are
hereby approved:
Francesco Guastella
Stella’s Ice Cream
225 Rankin Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the licenses shall not be issued by the Town Clerk
unless the departmental inspections of the premises have been completed and the
premises approved for the licensed use.
Resolution No. 82
WHEREAS, pursuant to his authority under the New Jersey Civilian Defense and
Disaster Control Act, N.J.S.A. App.A:9-30 et seq., and the New Jersey Emergency
Health Powers Act, N.J.S.A. 26:13-1 et seq., Governor Philip D. Murphy has declared
both a Public Health Emergency and State of Emergency in this State, in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic; and
WHEREAS, in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Governor has issued a series of
Executive Orders pursuant to his statutory authority, which orders have been aimed at
protecting the health, safety, and welfare of the public against the emergency created by
COVID-19; and
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WHEREAS, as part of that plan, on June 3, 2020, Governor Murphy signed Executive
Order 150 permitted food or beverage establishments, such as restaurants, cafeterias,
dining establishments, and food courts, with or without a liquor license; and bars and all
other holders of a liquor license with retail consumption privileges, to offer in-person
service at outdoor areas; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to Executive Order 150, the New Jersey Commission of Health
issued Health Executive Order 20-014, which provides detailed protocols for food or
beverage establishments offering services in outdoor areas; and the Acting Director of the
New Jersey Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control issued a Special Ruling Establishing
a Temporary COVID-19 Permit to Expand Licensed Premises (the “Special COVID-19
Expansion Permit”); and
WHEREAS, the ABC’s Special COVID-19 Expansion Permit originally extended until
November 30, 2020; was subsequently extended until March 31, 2021; and it has now
been extended through November 30, 2022, without any need for licensees to file
renewal applications; and
WHEREAS, Executive Order 150 grants to municipalities the authority to make all
decisions with respect to establishing the process for obtaining a license for in-person,
outdoor service, and to allow municipalities to determine the location of restaurants or
bars to expand their service footprint on their property and potentially into shared spaces
in a way that comports with public safety, and to obtain such a license; and
WHEREAS, on June 9, 2020, the Mayor and Council adopted a resolution setting forth
the process by which the Town would permit restaurants or bars, including the holders of
Special COVID-19 Expansion Permits, to provide outdoor seating in a manner that
allows those businesses to operate successfully, consistent with the health and safety
concerns of Covid-19, and does not interfere with the operations of non-food or beverage
retail establishments; and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council wish to continue to permit the safe outdoor
operation of restaurants and bars, pursuant to the same requirements as previously
adopted in its June 9, 2020, Resolution.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Town of
Westfield, for so long as Executive Order 150, the Commissioner of Health Executive
Order 20-014, and the Special COVID-19 Expansion Permit remain in effect, as follows:
1. The Clerk of the Town of Westfield shall prepare and provide to all food or beverage
establishments an application form to permit in-person service at outdoor areas, which
application form shall at a minimum require applicants to provide a sketch to the Town
Clerk of the Applicant’s proposed outdoor seating plan.
2. The Clerk shall process such applications in an expedient manner, and shall consult with
such other Town officials, and the Executive Director of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation, as necessary in order to ensure that the outdoor seating plan protects the
health and safety of all of the Applicant’s employees, patrons of such food or beverage
establishments, and residents generally.
3. No fee shall be charged by the Clerk for the submission or approval of such applications.
4. Applications shall be approved in a manner that is equitable both in relation to other food
or beverage establishments, and to other retail establishments in the immediate proximity
to such food or beverage establishments.
5. The Mayor and Council do hereby approve the use of any and all public property and
rights of way as determined by the Town to be necessary and appropriate for outdoor
seating for food or beverage establishments.
6. Notwithstanding any other provision of the Town Code of the Town of Westfield, the
Town may permit outdoor expansion areas into areas such as decks, patios, sidewalks,
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and parking lots adjacent to or contiguous with the licensed premises, or parks, “parklets”
established by a municipality, and other public rights-of-way, as long as these areas are
accessible from the licensed premises and comply with all provisions of Executive Order
150, Health Executive Order 20-014, and the ABC Special Ruling concerning public
health and social distancing requirements.
7. Notwithstanding any other provision of the Town Code, the Town may approve such
signage as proposed by the Applicant and as are necessary and appropriate to carry out
the provisions of Executive Order 150, Health Executive Order 20-014, and the ABC
Special Ruling.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proper Town Officials be, hereby are, authorized to
take whatever actions are appropriate in the execution and discharge of this Resolution.
General Ordinance No. 2211
Regarding the following ordinance, Councilman Parmelee made the following announcement: I
hereby move that an ordinance entitled, “GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2211 – AN
ORDINANCE RESCINDING CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF THE TOWN CODE FOR THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD”
The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Mackey.
General Ordinance No. 2211 was approved by the following vote of all present upon roll call as
follows:
Yeas: Habgood
Parmelee
LoGrippo
Katz
Mackey
Contract
Dardia
Boyes
Mayor Brindle

Nays: None

Absent: None

Town Council comments:
Councilman Parmelee explained that this ordinance rescinds certain provisions of the Town
Code, specifically the provision that made overdue library materials a municipal offense.
Councilman LoGrippo requested clarification of General Ordinance No. 2211, specifically the
waiver of fees and how the Town would encourage residents to return borrowed material.
Councilman Boyes explained that the Library Board of Trustees has opted to utilize the services
of a material recovery firm that would contact those with overdue books and items, which he
believes is a “gentler” approach than the issuance of fines and violations.
Councilman Parmelee explained that the provisions being rescinded do not pertain to library
fines, as those fines are determined by the Library Board of Trustees. In addition to the library
fines, these provisions made it a municipal offense to have overdue library materials. Feels these
provisions were not consistent with the goals of the library or the American Library Association.
Councilman LoGrippo asked if there is a cost involved with the material recovery firm the
library wishes to utilize.
Councilman Boyes believes there is a cost related to the service but also feels there is a return on
investment that would be in the Town’s favor.
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Mayor Brindle explained that rescinding these provisions is a trend that is happening around the
country and charging fees is “old school” and prevented people from using the library. Feels
what is being proposed would encourage more people to use the library, which is the library’s
mission.
General Ordinance No. 2212
Regarding the following ordinance, Councilman Parmelee made the following announcement: I
hereby move that an ordinance entitled, “GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2212 – AN
ORDINANCE REQUIRING THE LICENSING AND REGISTRATION
OF LANDSCAPERS WITHIN THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD AND MAKING CERTAIN
AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSERVATION CENTER REGULATIONS”
The motion was seconded by Councilman Katz.
General Ordinance No. 2212 was approved by the following vote of all present upon roll call as
follows:
Yeas: Habgood
Parmelee
LoGrippo
Katz
Mackey
Contract
Dardia
Boyes
Mayor Brindle

Nays: None

Absent: None

Public Works Committee
The following resolutions, introduced by Councilman Contract and seconded by Councilman
LoGrippo, were unanimously adopted.
Resolution No. 83
WHEREAS, a need exists for the construction and installation of ADA compliant curb
ramps and drainage infrastructure in anticipation of the utility company’s future repaving
project in the Town of Westfield, and
WHEREAS, the Town Engineer advertised the contract for bids to be received on
February 17, 2021, and
WHEREAS, no bids were received, and the Town Engineer was authorized to readvertise for this service, and
WHEREAS, sealed bid were next received on Wednesday, March 17, 2021
WHEREAS, the low bid, submitted by NAVA Construction, 1216 Stockton Drive, North
Brunswick, NJ 08902, in the amount of $228,400.00 has been analyzed and found to be
in conformance with the appropriate specifications, and
WHEREAS, Certificate of the Town Treasurer, certifying to the availability of adequate
funds for this Contract, prepared in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30 1.10 has been
furnished to the Town Clerk. Expenditure of funds pursuant to this Contract to be
charged to Special Ordinance No. 2216, Account number C-07-19-216-6A1 under
Purchase Order PO-21-00829.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that a Unit Price Contract be awarded to
NAVA Construction, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the proper Town Officials be, and they are hereby,
authorized to take whatever actions are appropriate in the execution of discharge of this
Contract.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS
The Town Administrator feels introducing a budget in any year is an accomplishment, but feels
this year was very unique. Explained that even in 2020, the Town was able to have a normal
budget process before the pandemic and the shutdown. That was not the case this year and all
budget discussions needed to be held virtually. Thanked the Finance Policy Committee and
Department Managers for their efforts under very difficult circumstances.
Mayor Brindle also commended the Town Administrator for his efforts.
ADJOURNMENT
A motion to adjourn, made by Councilman LoGrippo and seconded by Councilwoman Mackey
at 9:34 p.m. was unanimously carried.
Respectfully submitted,

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

