MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 23, 2021
Pursuant to rules of Council of the Town of Westfield, the members thereof convened in
regular session Tuesday, November 23, 2021 at 8:00 p.m.
Mayor Brindle made the following announcements:
“The adequate notice of this meeting, as required by the Open Public Meetings Act, was
provided by the posting, mailing and filing of the annual notice of regularly scheduled meetings
of the Town Council on December 11, 2020. The notice was, on that date, posted on the bulletin
board in the Municipal Building, mailed to THE WESTFIELD LEADER, and THE STAR
LEDGER, and filed with the Clerk of the Town of Westfield.”
PRESENT: Mayor Brindle, Council Members, Parmelee, LoGrippo, Katz, Mackey, Contract,
Dardia, and Boyes
ABSENT: Councilwoman Habgood
INVOCATION AND FLAG SALUTE
Invocation was given by Councilman Dardia followed by the flag salute.
PRESENTATIONS
Town Administrator’s Update




Provided an update of leaf collection and announced that the first pass was expected to be
completed tomorrow and the second pass would begin Monday, November 29, 2021. As in
previous years, a third pass would also occur and explained that a fourth pass might be scheduled
as well since leaves started to fall much later this year. Stated that leaf bags are still available at
the Conservation Center for those interested and reminded all that no mums, pumpkins, branches
and the like should be included in leaf piles. Lastly, discussed the zone next on the schedule for
collection.
Provided an update of road paving and announced that the paving of Willow Grove Road would
begin on Tuesday, November 20, 2021 and that the paving of Dudley Avenue by Elizabethtown
Gas is scheduled to begin on Monday, November 29. In addition, discussed other grids scheduled
for paving by Elizabethtown Gas after December 6, 2021 and those that would be paved in the
spring. Explained that all paving is conditional upon weather.

Mayor’s remarks

Good evening, everyone, and thanks to all who are joining us in person and online tonight.
As a reminder, public comment will be accepted in person only. As always, the replay will also
be available afterwards on Facebook, YouTube, and TV 36.
VOLUNTEER APPLICATIONS
Thanks to the many residents who have already submitted applications to serve on our 2022
Boards, Commissions, and Mayor’s Advisory Councils. Applications are open through Monday,
November 29 at westfieldnj.gov/volunteer and, as always, I encourage you to get involved!
HOLIDAY EVENTS
We’re ready to kick off the holidays in Downtown Westfield! As you get your holiday shopping
done, please be sure to support our local businesses after a particularly challenging 18 months of
this pandemic, as their success is very dependent on these coming weeks each year. To help
entice you to shop local, the DWC Holiday Welcome Center will be open at the North Avenue
train station starting on Black Friday with free gift wrapping, and our annual free parking will be
in effect from November 26 through January 2.
In addition, don’t miss our annual Christmas tree lighting ceremony on Sunday at 5:00, and the
menorah lighting Monday at 6:30, followed by several other seasonal events throughout the
downtown area this season. Full details can be found on our website.
WHS GIRLS SOCCER
Congratulations to the Westfield High School girls soccer team on their amazing season and first
state title since 1988! I was thrilled to be at the big game on Sunday and witness this fabulous
achievement, as well as the tremendous community spirit to cheer on these athletes. The state

champion Lady Blue Devils have been invited to attend our next Council meeting on December
7 so that we can recognize them publicly.
SUSTAINABLE JERSEY SILVER CERTIFICATION
Last week, while at the New Jersey League of Municipalities conference, several of us, including
myself, Town Administrator Jim Gildea, Councilman Contract, and members of the Green Team
attended the Sustainable Jersey awards ceremony where Westfield received Silver Certification
for the second consecutive year. Thanks to our Town employees and Green Team members who
have continued to prioritize sustainability across a wide range of our operations to achieve this
distinction. Congratulations to all!
TEMPORARY USE OF LORD & TAYLOR
You can expect to see some activity at the Lord & Taylor property in the coming weeks and
months. You may recall the flooding devastation incurred by the school located on Lamberts
Mill Road that serves special needs students throughout Union County. I’m happy to report that
two of those schools, Lamberts Mill Academy and Hillside Academy South, will be temporarily
relocating to the Lord & Taylor site until the end of the school year, thanks to the support of
Streetworks Development working in partnership with Union County. When I accompanied
Chief Battiloro on a tour of the devastated school with FEMA and school administration in early
September, I suggested Lord & Taylor as an option, which they agreed was a good alternative.
Thanks to Streetworks for jumping through hoops to make this happen, and for providing an
opportunity for our neediest students to get back into the classroom.
TONIGHT’S AGENDA
We have several important items on the agenda tonight.
On the public safety front, we will be voting on a resolution to award a contract for the
expansion of body worn cameras for the Police Department to now provide this equipment for
every officer, as well as upgrade our mobile video recording systems in the police cars by adding
automatic license plate readers for all patrol vehicles. As I mentioned in a recent update, securing
additional resources and new technology for the Police Department is one of our areas of focus
as we implement additional public safety measures. Chief Battiloro has made clear that the
equipment in tonight’s resolution, the cost of which will be offset by grant funds, will be
valuable to his entire force as they continue to address the statewide issue of car burglaries and
thefts.
This administration, which has implemented full staffing levels of the Police Department,
remains firmly committed to ensuring that they are able to utilize every resource necessary to
protect the community. You can expect additional information in the near future about additional
public safety efforts.
On the sustainability front, we’ll vote on an ordinance on second reading to align our electric
vehicle infrastructure regulations with those at the state level. While we had previously drafted
and adopted EV regulations far ahead of the state, we now have the opportunity to further
strengthen these requirements as part of our ongoing focus on green initiatives.
Lastly, we’ll also hear from Chris Colley of our redevelopment planning firm, Topology, to
present a redevelopment plan that we’ll hear on first reading tonight for the property at the corner
of Prospect Street and Ferris Place.
This property is owned by Westfield resident and business owner James Ward, and tonight
represents a milestone in what has been a multi-year process. In fact, this plan is the first to be
presented that reflects the new guidelines for development in Westfield per our recently adopted
Master Plan Reexamination Report. James worked closely with the Historic Preservation
Commission in the design of this project, also ensuring the preservation and restoration of the
neighboring historic property at 112 Ferris Place -- which was presented for historic designation
at last night’s HPC meeting.
As you’ll see in tonight’s presentation, great care has also been taken to incorporate
considerations for parking and mobility, as well as sustainability measures -- including required
bicycle parking spaces, streetscape improvements, and an 8,000 square foot green roof space.
A portion of the units in this building will go toward the unmet need of our Affordable Housing
obligation, generating further good will with our partners at the Council on Affordable Housing.

It’s also worth noting that a redevelopment agreement is required of this site, which allows the
Town to have significant input, and there are no plans for a PILOT for this project. It’s very
gratifying to see a Westfield resident and business owner not only reaffirm his commitment to
our town, but also take the time and care to work closely with multiple stakeholders to produce a
plan reflective of the Town’s priorities.
In terms of process, after tonight’s reading, the ordinance will be forwarded to the Planning
Board for review of consistency with the Master Plan. It will then come back to the Council on
second reading for adoption to set the zoning. Once the redevelopment agreement is negotiated
with the specific details of the project, the final detailed site plan application will go back to the
Planning Board for public hearing and review.
With that, let’s get to work. Before we get to the agenda, I will turn the meeting over to the new
director of the Westfield Memorial Library, Allen McGinley, who will provide us with a brief
overview of the library’s initiatives.
I wish you all a safe and happy Thanksgiving with family and friends!
APPOINTMENTS
PRESENTATIONS
Sustainable Jersey Silver Certification
David Siegler of the Westfield Green Team discussed Westfield’s award of Silver Level
certification by Sustainable Jersey for the second consecutive year. Discussed Sustainable
Jersey’s certification program and the initiatives that led to the Town’s recertification at the
silver level. Informed all that there is a video highlighting these efforts available for viewing on
YouTube and thanked Mayor Brindle, the Town Council, the Town Administrator, Green Team
members, Councilman Contract and all volunteers for their support.
Westfield Memorial Library Director-Allen McGinley
Allen McGinley, new Director of the Westfield Memorial Library formally introduced himself to
Mayor Brindle and the Town Council. Discussed his prior experience and his goal to continue to
reopen the library. In addition, discussed a recent ordinance adopted by the governing body to
eliminate fines for overdue materials which he feels has had a positive impact on library use.
Lastly, discussed new expanded hours for the Westfield Memorial Library.
ADVERTISED HEARINGS
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2229
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE LAND USE ORDINANCE TO SUPPLEMENT
ELECTRIC VEHICLE INFRASTRUCTURE REGULATIONS
Advertised returnable this evening.
Hearing no comments, Mayor Brindle declared the hearing closed.
SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2224
A SPECIAL ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF TOWN PROPERTY KNOWN AS
2011 BOYNTON AVENUE IN THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD
Advertised returnable this evening.
Hearing no comments, Mayor Brindle declared the hearing closed.

PENDING BUSINESS
An ordinance entitled, “GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2229 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
THE LAND USE ORDINANCE TO SUPPLEMENT ELECTRIC VEHICLE
INFRASTRUCTURE REGULATIONS” by Councilman Parmelee, seconded by Councilman
Contract, was taken up, read and passed by the following vote of all present upon roll call as
follows:
Yeas: Parmelee

Nays:

Absent: Habgood

LoGrippo
Katz
Mackey
Contract
Dardia
Boyes
Mayor Brindle
An ordinance entitled, “SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2224 – A SPECIAL ORDINANCE
AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF TOWN PROPERTY KNOWN AS 2011 BOYNTON
AVENUE IN THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD” by Councilman Parmelee, seconded by
Councilman LoGrippo, was taken up, read and passed by the following vote of all present upon
roll call as follows:
Yeas: Parmelee
LoGrippo
Katz
Mackey
Contract
Dardia
Boyes
Mayor Brindle

Nays:

Absent: Habgood

BIDS
MINUTES
On a motion by Councilman Parmelee and seconded by Councilman LoGrippo, Council
approved the Minutes of the Town Council Conference Session and Regular Meeting held
November 9, 2021.
PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS
OPEN DISCUSSION BY CITIZENS
Mayor Brindle opened the public comments portion of the meeting and asked if there were any
questions or comments.
Margaret Blanco, 272 Sunrise Court, Scotch Plains, member of the Westfield Senior Housing
Center (WSHC) Board of Trustees, discussed her tenure as a member of the Board of Trustees
and stated that she has helped WSHC with its mission to provide the best possible living
conditions for its residents. Also stated that the Westfield Senior Housing facilities have been
praised by the Department of Housing and Urban Development as an example of how other
affordable housing organizations within New Jersey should emulate. Feels the WSHC has
managed its properties responsibly by maintaining funds in reserve to address necessary
upgrades to buildings and to allocate grant funds to services such as transportation, activities and
access to wellness programs. While the facilities have been recognized for its facilities and
services, feels the most important evaluation comes from its residents. Also stated that she has
become friends with many in the Westfield community and, as an attorney, developed longstanding business relationships with community members. Stated that she is “shocked” and
“disappointed” by the recent actions of Mayor Brindle and the Town Council. Feels the
governing body is using misinformation to politicize the dispute between the Town and WSHC
and that it cares more about the “bottom line” than people’s lives. Also feels the governing body
has made “false” and “libel” accusations against the WSHC Board of Trustees which allude to
the mismanagement of funds and intimidation of Westfield Senior Housing’s residents. Referred
to comments by Mayor Brindle that the Town has attempted to negotiate a new lease with
WSHC for years and stated that those comments are untrue. Stated that WSHC approached the
Town consistently in an attempt to negotiate a new set of leases, which also include development
of 31 additional senior housing units. Feels the Town has failed to negotiate in good faith to the
detriment of Westfield Senior Housing’s residents. Also stated that WSHC did not intend to file
a lawsuit or to begin a public relations campaign against the Town but took these actions in an
effort to obtain the long-term leases WSHC feels are needed for the security of its buildings and
its residents. In addition, stated that the WSHC Board of Trustees serves to support the effort of

affordable housing for senior citizens and that its members are not compensated. In addition,
stated that the funds that the Town has indicated WSHC owes amounts to state and federal
funding and that the Town has no entitlement to those funds. Also stated that WSHC has
documentation certified by an independent auditor as to payments owed and challenged the
Town to produce sufficient evidence to support its “unfounded” accusations. Referred to
comments by Mayor Brindle which praise the work of Westfield Senior Housing’s Executive
Director, Liz Fennik, and her staff. Feels they are refreshing and are emblematic of everything
that is great about Westfield Senior Housing. Feels Ms. Fennik is caring, sincere, hardworking,
sensitive and wants what is best for residents and questioned why the Town would be eager to
“fix something that isn’t broken”. Reiterated that WSHC’s mission is to care for its residents and
requested that the governing body “be honest”, “set aside politics” and “do the right thing” by
renewing the lease with WSHC.
Jerome Feder, 789 Knollwood Terrace, discussed the proposed field improvement project at
Edison Intermediate School (EIS) and research he conducted concerning field lighting. Also
discussed the various uses for EIS fields and feels general education users vastly outweigh the
number of sports users. In addition, discussed the entry points to EIS fields, specifically the
entries used by students, which he feels would be a problem if the fields were fenced. Feels
lighting would also be problematic due to residential impacts and unacceptable footwear could
impact artificial turf surfaces. Discussed the Township of Scotch Plains which has separate fields
for sports uses versus educational uses. In addition, discussed buffering that would be needed at
EIS to minimize light and sound impact to residences, and stated that one residential property is
located 15 feet from EIS fields. Feels surrounding residences are stakeholders, and sensitivity to
the neighborhood needs to be considered.
Melissa Didario, 655 Cumberland Street, Westfield High School Senior and member of the
Green Community Service Club, discussed the proposed field project at EIS. Feels, as a member
of the Green Community Service Club, it is important to raise concerns over the environmental
issues related to artificial turf. Stated that artificial turf is not biodegradable and would require
replacement in ten (10) to twenty (20) years, ultimately resulting in turf material ending up in a
landfill and contributing to waste. Also discussed heat issues related to synthetic turf which
could be a problem for students and users during warmer months. In addition, discussed
absorption issues related to artificial turf and feels the artificial turf at Sid Fay/Houlihan Fields
could have contributed to the flooding that occurred in that area during Tropical Storm Ida. Also
feels it could become a significant problem in the future as storm events and rainfall have
increased over the years. Also discussed studies which indicate that artificial turf causes damage
to soil structure and to tree roots and noted that there are many trees that surround EIS. Feels if
the Town were to convert artificial turf back to natural grass, it would be more costly due to the
need to replace topsoil. Feels there are proven environmental and financial disadvantages to
artificial turf which she feels warrant reconsideration of the EIS plan.
Ashley Hu, 46 Faulkner Drive, Westfield High School Senior and Green Community Service
Club President, discussed health impacts related to artificial turf and stated that the rubber crumb
found in artificial turf contains chemicals that are carcinogens, which increase the risk of many
cancers. Feels sports fields are meant to be good for children, not harmful, and that the fields
should remain as natural grass. Stated that she has spoken to other students and residents
concerning this issue and most feel that artificial turf is not much better than natural grass, and
that the real problem is Westfield’s playing fields are not well maintained. Feels better
maintenance is needed, regardless of the type of turf, with more effort focused on field quality.
Also stated that band members have complained about the condition of EIS fields after it rains.
Students have also expressed concern with tax increases due to the proposed cost of the EIS
project. Feels a project with health and environmental impacts at a proposed cost of $9MM is not
the solution and urged the Town Council to reconsider the project proposed for EIS.
Tim Eaton, 762 Knollwood Terrace, discussed the proposed project at EIS and the need for
increased field capacity. Feels there are better alternatives to the EIS proposal and believes
increasing usage at night is not the solution for increased field capacity. Suggested alternative
options to increase field capacity, such as the wooded area at Tamaques Park, Roosevelt School,
and the Lord and Taylor parking lot. In addition, feels lights do not belong in residential
neighborhoods and that there has been no parking plan identified for EIS. Discussed health and
environmental concerns related to artificial turf and feels natural grass fields are the appropriate
option. Believes the role of government is to provide for the safety of its residents and that the
proposed project at EIS would ruin the neighborhood.

Hearing no further comments, Mayor Brindle closed the public comment portion of the meeting.
Mayor Brindle addressed the comments made, beginning with Westfield Senior Housing.
Assured all that the residents of Westfield Senior Housing are in no jeopardy of losing their
homes and that statements to the contrary are false. In addition, discussed a meeting hosted by
the Town for residents of Westfield Senior Housing in an effort to “set the record straight”.
Those residents in attendance were 100% supportive of the Town’s efforts and indicated that
they would like to see the Board of Trustees replaced and operations handled by a new
management company. Explained that the Town’s dispute is strictly with the Board of Trustees,
not with the administration or management of the facility, and that residents of the facility should
have never been involved. Feels it is unfortunate that the Board of Trustees chose to use
residents of Westfield Senior Housing as “pawns” and that many of them were frightened. Also
stated that many residents of Westfield Senior Housing believed that the “Save our Seniors” tshirts were provided by the Town and wore them thinking they were showing support for the
Town. In addition, feels WSHC has disrespected its residents and referred to the aforementioned
Town meeting, at which WSHC had someone dress in a Grinch costume in an attempt to disrupt
the meeting. Feels WSHC’s actions indicate that they are not taking the negotiations with the
Town seriously and believes the disrespect shown for their residents was evident to those who
attended the Town meeting. In addition, feels Ms. Blanco, as an attorney, should know that this
matter is not something that should be litigated in public and she finds it unfortunate that
members of WSHC’s Board of Trustees come to the microphone at Town Council meetings and
make specific claims. Lastly, stated that the Town is committed and aligned to resolving this
issue in a way that respects the Town’s fiduciary responsibility to its taxpayers, but also, and
more importantly, to the wellbeing of the residents of Westfield Senior Housing. Stated that she
is confident with how this process is moving through the courts and extended her apologies to
the residents of Westfield Senior Housing that have been brought into this.
Mayor Brindle also addressed comments related to the fields project proposed for EIS and stated
that the fact that the Town was awarded recertification at the silver level by Sustainable Jersey is
an acknowledgement of this administration’s record and commitment to the environment.
Explained that because the Town is considering artificial turf to solve its field issue does not
“erase” its record of sustainability. In addition, stated that she has conducted her own research
and has learned that new artificial turf is biodegradable and does not necessarily need to go into
landfills. Discussed the issue of capacity and explained that the Town would like wellmaintained, perfectly manicured grass fields with no lights, but this is not realistic due to the
density of the Town, and if it had been an option, it would have been done already. The Town is
attempting to solve a difficult problem in a way that works best for the community, the schools
and the sports community while being environmentally responsive and a “good neighbor”. Feels
everyone needs to work together and believes there is no immediate solution for capacity that
does not involve artificial turf. Stated that her primary concern has always been the safety and
security of residents, and that the Town would continue to ask the residents to be participants in
the process as it moves forward but it cannot be “all or nothing”. A middle ground and a
compromise from all would be necessary. Stated that she appreciates the input from residents
and feels their passion is evident, but this issue needs to be looked at objectively. Also referred to
Mr. Feder’s comments and agreed that EIS is a huge stakeholder in this process. Discussed
additional information that is needed with respect to parking and traffic, as well information that
neighbors have requested concerning capacity and natural grass, and feels once all of this
information is gathered, a good conclusion could be reached for all.
BILLS AND CLAIMS
On motion by Councilman Parmelee, and seconded by Councilwoman Mackey, bills and claims
were adopted unanimously:
RESOLVED that the bills and claims in the amount of $240,989.76 per the list submitted to the
members of this Council by the Chief Financial Officer, and approved for payment by the Town
Administrator be, and the same are hereby, approved and that payroll warrants previously issued
by the Chief Financial Officer be ratified.

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES:
Finance Policy Committee

The following resolutions, introduced by Councilman Parmelee and seconded by Councilman
LoGrippo, were unanimously adopted.
Resolution No. 255
RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer be, and he hereby is authorized to draw warrants to
the following persons, these amounts being overpaid for 2021:
Block/Lot/Qualifier
Name
2004/11
BRETL, David

Quarter/Year
Amount
3rd/2021
$3,041.16

Property Address
1381 East Broad Street

3308/9
JOSEPH, Jayesh

525 Hillcrest Avenue

4th/2021
$437.83

5101/3
MAKHINSON, Mark

412 Sandford Avenue

4th/2021
$850.77

Resolution No. 256
RESOLVED, that the Town Treasurer be authorized to refund the following fees to the
following individual:
Name

Account

Class

Zachary Becker
47 Mohican Dr
Westfield, NJ 07090

Tennis/Rec
T-05-600-071

Refund
$115.00
Safe Sitter/Baby Sitting Course
Brooke Becker / Nov 14, 2021

Sweety Datwani
150 Hamilton Ave
Westfield, NJ 07090

Tennis/Rec
T-05-600-071

Refund
$70.00
Pickleball/Adult/Beginner
Anil Datwani – Session 2 / Fall

Nadine Mandel
25 North Wickom Drive
Westfield, NJ 07090

Tennis/Rec
T-05-600-071

Refund
$115.00
Safe Sitter/Baby Sitting Course
Ava Mandel / Nov 14, 2021

Jeffrey Cohen
Tennis/Rec
5 Azalea Trail
T-05-600-071
Westfield, NJ 07090

_______

_____Fee

Refund
$120.00
Pickleball Youth #2 & Disc Golf/Fall 2021
Samuel Cohen/Pickleball #2 (1/2) $57.50
Samuel Cohen/Disc Golf (1/2) $62.50

Resolution No. 257
LET IT HEREBY BE RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer be and hereby is authorized
to draw a warrant for refund of dumpster security payment(s) as follows following final
inspection and approval by Town Engineer for return of deposit:
Triple A. Contractors
177 North Madison Drive
South Plainfield, NJ 07080
Amount of refund:

$975.00

Resolution No. 258
WHEREAS, the Town of Westfield hereby resolves effective January 1, 2022, to self-insure its
group medical, rx drug, and dental benefits programs, and
WHEREAS, the Town will terminate the its fully insured Horizon group medical, rx drug, and
dental insurance programs effective December 31, 2021; and
WHEREAS, the Town will enter into administrative services contracts with Horizon for medical
& rx drug benefits and for dental benefits as per the proposals submitted effective January 1,
2022; and

WHEREAS, the Town will purchase a stop-loss insurance policy from Zurich American
Insurance Company, as per the proposals submitted effective January 1, 2022; and
WHEREAS, the Town designates its current broker and risk manager Brown & Brown
Insurance, Inc. as broker of record for these programs, with the following authority:
a) To ensure with Horizon that the benefits and provider network offered are equivalent to
the Town of Westfield’s current Horizon fully insured group insurance plans
b) To monitor and to report to the Town Administrator and Chief Financial Officer the selfinsured claim payments and utilization metrics as required by health insurance industry
“best practices”
c) To assist employees and dependents in the resolution of any elevated service issues that
cannot be resolved by employees first contacting Horizon directly
d) To ensure all reporting provided to the Town of Westfield or its administrators is
compliant with HIPAA relative to protected health information (PHI)
e) To advise the Town of Westfield relative to compliance with Federal and State
regulations regarding self-insured group benefit plans
BE IT RESOLVED, that the proper Town Officials be, and they are hereby, authorized to take
whatever actions are appropriate in the execution of discharge of these contracts.
Resolution No. 259
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A.40A:4-87 (Chapter 159, P.L. 1948) provides that the Director of the
Division of Local Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue
in the budget of any county or municipality when such item shall have been made available by
the law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget, and
WHEREAS, the Director may also approve the insertion of any item of appropriation for an
equal amount;
NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Westfield hereby requests the
Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of
revenue in the budget year 2021 in the sum of $124,318.00, which is now available from the
New Jersey Department of Law & Public Safety, Office of the Attorney General; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum be, and the same is hereby appropriated under
the following caption:
General Appropriations
Body Worn Camera Program

$124,318.00

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that one copy of this resolution be forwarded electronically to
the Division of Local Government Services by the Chief Financial Officer.
The following resolution, introduced by Councilman Parmelee, seconded by Councilman
Contract was adopted by the following roll call vote:
Resolution No. 260
RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer be authorized to make the following transfer(s) in
the 2021 budget accounts, where (S&W) refers to the Salary & Wages line item while (O/E)
refers to the Other Expenses line items:

OUT
CURRENT FUND
Administrative & Executive
1-01-100-214 (O/E)

IN

5,000

Assessment of Taxes
1-01-110-101 (S&W)

7,000

Finance
1-01-115-214 (O/E)

2,500

Legal Services
1-01-120-212 (O/E)

25,000

Fire Hydrant Service
1-01-123-211 (O/E)

5,000

Fire Safety Official
1-01-127-101 (S&W)

7,000

School Crossing Guards
1-01-132-111 (O/E)

2,500

Engineering
1-01-135-101 (S&W)

5,000

Board of Health
1-01-150-101 (S&W)
1-01-150-201 (O/E)
1-01-150-251 (O/E)

10,000
4,000
6,000

Inspection of Buildings
1-01-165-101 (S&W)

15,000

Gasoline
1-01-171-211 (O/E)

10,000

Municipal Court
1-01-175-101 (S&W)

10,000

Group Insurance
1-01-183-221 (O/E)

15,000

Planning Board
1-01-190-216 (O/E)

10,000
____________
$69,500

____________
$69,500

POOL UTILITY
Pool Operating
1-03-195-101 (S&W)
1-03-195-202 (O/E)
1-03-195-217 (O/E)
1-03-195-243 (O/E)

3,000
4,000
1,000
1,000

Social Security
1-03-250-211 (O/E)
____________
$6,000

Yeas: Parmelee
LoGrippo
Katz
Mackey
Contract

Nays:

3,000
____________
$6,000

Absent: Habgood

Dardia
Boyes
Mayor Brindle
General Ordinance No. 2230
Regarding the following ordinance, Councilman Parmelee made the following announcement:
I hereby move that an ordinance entitled, “GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2230 – AN
ORDINANCE TO AMEND GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2154 ENTITLED “AN
ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD CHAPTER 2,
“ADMINISTRATION”, ARTICLE II, TOWN OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES, DIVISION 3,
PERSONNEL POSITIONS AND SALARY SCHEDULE, “SEC.2-12.28, “SCHEDULE”.”
The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Mackey.
General Ordinance No. 2230 was approved by the following vote of all present upon roll call as
follows:
Yeas: Parmelee
LoGrippo
Katz
Mackey
Contract
Dardia
Boyes
Mayor Brindle

Nays:

Absent: Habgood

Heretofore introduced, General Ordinance No. 2230 does now pass on first reading, and that said
ordinance be further considered for final passage at a meeting to be held on the 7th day of
December 2021 at 8:00 o'clock, p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be reached, in the
Council Chambers, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, and that at such time and
place or any time and place to which such meeting shall from time to time be adjourned, all
persons interested be given the opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance, and that the
Town Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish said ordinance according to law with a
notice of its introduction and passage on first reading and of the time and place when and where
said ordinance will be further considered for final passage.
Public Safety, Transportation and Parking Committee
The following resolution, introduced by Councilman Dardia and seconded by Councilman
LoGrippo, was unanimously adopted.
Resolution No. 261
WHEREAS, in 2019, the Westfield Police Department purchased body worn cameras (BWCs)
for use by each uniformed police officer who engages in patrol activities, this to comply with the
everchanging needs and best practices of law enforcement; and
WHEREAS, in 2021, pursuant to an act of the state legislature, body worn cameras (BWCs)
shall now be mandated for use by every uniformed police officer in the State of New Jersey who
engages in patrol activities; and
WHEREAS, Axon Enterprise of P.O. Box 29661, Department 2018, Phoenix, AZ 85038 was
awarded State Contract T0106, under the Department of Purchase and Property’s NJStart
eProcurement Solution, purchase order 17-FLEET-00738, Category 14 for Police Body Camera
Solution and 14A for installation, consulting services, hardware/software configuration, training,
and hourly repair services rates; and
WHEREAS, at a meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Westfield on June 18, 2019, the
Town of Westfield entered into a Purchasing Agreement with Axon Enterprise for the purchase
of a mobile video recording (MVR) system for each Westfield Police Department police vehicle
primarily used for traffic stops and body worn cameras (BWCs) for use by each Westfield Police
Department uniformed police officer who engages in patrol activities, this under State Contract
T0106; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to the Town of Westfield’s Purchasing Agreement with Axon Enterprise,

the total costs of said purchases were to be paid over a five (5) year period; and
WHEREAS, in 2021, during Year 3 of said original 5-year Purchasing Agreement with Axon
Enterprise, the Westfield Police Department is seeking to revise said Purchasing Agreement to
one which shall allow it to: 1) upgrade the mobile video recording (MVR) system presently in
each police vehicle primarily used for traffic stops to one with automatic license plate reader
(ALPR) capability; and 2) expand body worn camera (BWC) use to include each detective and
plainclothes officer, both through the approval of a new 5-year Purchasing agreement with Axon
Enterprise, the total costs of said purchases which shall be extended over a new 5-year time
period; and
WHEREAS, the total cost of the new 5-year Purchasing Agreement with Axon Enterprise shall
be $658,216.88, of which $101,067.38 shall be payable in Year 1 of same; and
WHEREAS, the Westfield Police Department has been awarded $124,318.00 in grant monies
from the Attorney General of the State of New Jersey, this specifically for the purchase of body
worn cameras (BWCs) and which may be applied to the costs of the new 5-year Purchasing
Agreement with Axon Enterprise; and
WHEREAS, the Westfield Police Department has received authorization for additional funding
from the Union County Prosecutor to apply $48,316.59 of its Municipal Law Enforcement Trust
Fund monies (commonly referred to as “asset forfeiture funds”) towards the costs of the new 5year Purchasing Agreement with Axon Enterprise; and
WHEREAS, the new mobile video recording (MVR) system with automatic license plate reader
(ALPR) capability and additional new body worn cameras (BWCs) proposed for purchase in the
new 5-year Purchasing Agreement with Axon Enterprise and its servicing of same shall be
sufficient to meet the needs of the Westfield Police Department and requirements of the State of
New Jersey, this as determined by the Chief of Police; and
WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Westfield recognizes the value of the new mobile
video recording (MVR) system with automatic license plate reader (ALPR) capability and
additional new body worn cameras (BWCs) proposed for purchase in the new 5-year Purchasing
Agreement with Axon Enterprise and the impact they shall have on the Westfield Police
Department’s ability to carry out its prescribed duties and responsibilities in a lawful, efficient
and effective manner; and
WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Westfield, acting in the greatest interest of the
safety and security of the community it serves, does hereby authorize the Town of Westfield to
enter a new, 5-year Purchasing Agreement with Axon Enterprise; and
WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified to the availability of adequate funds for the
payment of Year 1 costs of said new Purchasing Agreement with Axon Enterprise and which are
to be charged to Account 1-01-55-900-250 in the amount of $24,863.60, Account T-05-600-021
in the amount of $48,316.59 and 1-01-130-214 in the amount of $27,887.19, under purchase
order #21-03750, prepared in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30-1.10.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Westfield that
payment of Year 1 costs of the purchase of the new Purchasing Agreement with Axon
Enterprise, which totals $101,067.38, is hereby authorized, with payments for Years 2-5 of this
agreement subject to the availability of funds in subsequent budget years. It is anticipated that the
Town Council shall commit to providing the necessary funding for the balance of its financial
commitment pursuant to the new 5 Year Purchasing Agreement with Axon Enterprise; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proper Town Officials be and are herby authorized to
take whatever actions are appropriate in the execution and discharge of the Purchasing
Agreement with Axon Enterprise of P.O. Box 29661, Department 2018, Phoenix, AZ850389661.
Code Review & Town Property Committee
Presentation-Prospect Street and Ferris Place Redevelopment Plan
Councilman Boyes and Councilwoman Mackey recused themselves due to a potential conflict
and departed the meeting at 9:00 PM.

Chris Colley and Phil Abramson of Topology NJ, LLC were in attendance.
Mr. Colley presented the following regarding a proposed Redevelopment Plan for properties
located at Prospect Street and Ferris Place:

Town Council Comments:
Councilman LoGrippo asked if the plan includes a retail component.
Mr. Colley stated that approximately 1,000 square feet of retail space is permitted.
Councilman Contract requested that the traffic study include the intersection of North Avenue
and Clark Street. Expressed concern with the impact of this project to that intersection due to the
current location of the Westfield YMCA on Clark Street.

Mr. Colley stated that this intersection was considered and while it is not included in the
Redevelopment Plan, it could be addressed in the Redevelopment Agreement.
Councilman Contract also expressed concern with the proposed size of the development in
comparison to other residences in the neighborhood.
Mr. Colley discussed the unit per acre density and explained that because of underground
parking, the development would not feel like a large-scale building.
Councilman LoGrippo requested clarification as to the affordable housing component of the
project.
The Town Planner explained that any redevelopment plan that is adopted requires affordable
housing units which would be applied toward the Town’s unmet need.
Councilman Dardia referred to comments concerning the traffic study and asked when it would
be available and how it would be shared.
Mr. Colley explained that a traffic impact study, at the very least, would be submitted with a
Redevelopment Agreement. Also explained that redevelopment agreements provide the
municipality with a great deal of control over the process but cautioned against placing the
burden of addressing a pre-existing condition on one project.
Councilman Contract asked how the historic home would fit into the project and also feels the
green roof component is great for the Town.
Mr. Colley explained that while the historic home is not included in the Redevelopment Plan, the
objective is to have it located in generally the same current location on Ferris Place.
Mayor Brindle commended Topology NJ, LLC for their efforts with this project. Feels this is an
exciting time for Westfield and that this is the first project that reflects the Master Plan
Reexamination Report that was driven by significant public input. Also thanked the property
owner for his patience concerning this process and for recognizing the importance of the historic
home that is a component of the project. Feels overall it would be a beautiful project for
Westfield and thanked all involved. Also mentioned that the green roof is an example of another
component that is important and feels this project would set a standard for those to follow in
terms of sustainability and architectural quality. Also feels it is important that the first project to
be done in connection with the Master Plan Reexamination involves a Westfield resident and
business owner. Lastly, discussed the Town’s commitment to being good neighbors throughout
construction of the project and its maintenance going forward.
General Ordinance No. 2231
Regarding the following ordinance, Councilman Parmelee made the following announcement:
I hereby move that an ordinance entitled, “GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2231 – AN
ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE PROSPECT & FERRIS REDEVELOPMENT PLAN”
The motion was seconded by Councilman Katz.
General Ordinance No. 2231 was approved by the following vote of all present upon roll call as
follows:
Yeas: Parmelee
LoGrippo
Katz
Contract
Dardia
Mayor Brindle

Nays:

Absent: Habgood
Mackey
Boyes

Heretofore introduced, General Ordinance No. 2231 does now pass on first reading, and that said
ordinance be further considered for final passage at a meeting to be held on the 7th day of
December 2021 at 8:00 o'clock, p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be reached, in the
Council Chambers, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, and that at such time and
place or any time and place to which such meeting shall from time to time be adjourned, all

persons interested be given the opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance, and that the
Town Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish said ordinance according to law with a
notice of its introduction and passage on first reading and of the time and place when and where
said ordinance will be further considered for final passage.
Public Works Committee
COMMITTEE REPORTS

ADJOURNMENT
A motion to adjourn, made by Councilman Parmelee and seconded by Councilman Contract at
9:35 p.m. was unanimously carried.
Respectfully submitted,

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

