Tips from the Health Department
Submitted by Amy Lewis, MPH, MCHES
Health Educator, Westﬁeld Regional Health Department
Immunizations and Older Adults
As we get older, our immune system weakens, and chronic illnesses occur more often. Since the body
may be less able to fight off infections, we need vaccines to help boost our immunity and prevent serious
diseases. Here is a list of the vaccines you may need, however, consult with your healthcare provider
concerning your specific needs:
• Flu Shot: The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends that everyone 6 months
and older get a seasonal influenza vaccine each year by the end of October.
• Pneumonia Vaccine: These vaccines protect against bacteria which can cause illnesses that can lead to
serious disease and even death, so the CDC recommends adults 65 and older get the PPSV23 vaccine.
• Shingles Vaccine: If you’re 50 and older, you should get the shingles vaccine Shingrix, which is given in
two doses separated by two to six months even if you’ve had Zostavax, the older shingles vaccine.
• Tdap Vaccine: Research shows that immunity to pertussis (whooping cough) wanes as you age so older
adults need a single dose of Tdap for protection if you’ve never had one before and then a booster every
10 years.
• Measles Booster: Anyone born in or after 1957 who doesn’t have documented evidence of immunity to
measles should get a dose of MMR, the vaccine that protects against measles, mumps, and rubella.
Winter Safety
During the winter months, ice, snow, and cold temperatures can make life challenging to older adults so
check out the tips below to prevent common cold-weather dangers:
1. Avoid slipping on ice: Wear shoes with good traction or stay inside until the walkways are clear.
2. Dress warmly: Cold temperatures can cause frostbite and hypothermia; dress in layers and cover all
exposed skin.
3. Socialize: Arrange a check-in system with neighbors and friends.

4. Check the car: Get your car serviced before wintertime hits.
5. Prepare for power outages: Have access to flashlights and a battery-powered radio, stockpile warm
blankets, and keep a supply of non-perishable foods.
6. Eat healthily and exercise: An active lifestyle and a strong diet helps to fuel us and fight off sickness
7. Prevent carbon monoxide poisoning: Check the batteries on your detector or buy an updated one if you
need to.
8. Ask for help: Ask a family member, neighbor, or hire a professional to clear your property of snow and
ice and arrange rides to the grocery store and doctor’s appointments.
Helpful Links:
1. https://www.consumerreports.org/vaccines/vaccines-for-seniors/
2. https://www.care.com/c/stories/5447/winter-safety-tips-for-seniors/

Letter from the chief

Hello, Westﬁeld Seniors!
I hope you all have been doing well as we continue to weather the COVID-19 pandemic together!
Despite this pandemic and all that it has changed in our daily lives, I can tell you one thing that has not
changed: CRIME! Yes, crime continues to occur, even here in Westﬁeld!
I am absolutely amazed by the amount of fraudulent activity that is occurring these days and just how
many of our residents continue to fall for a variety of different scams. Here are a few of the more common
ones that continue to be reported:
You’re contacted and told that you’ve got money due, but you need to ﬁrst pay a small fee in order to
retrieve it;
You’re telephoned by someone on behalf of a family member or friend and told that he or she has
been arrested and needs bail money;
You receive a “pop-up” message from a seemingly legitimate company advising that your computer
has a virus and you need to purchase virus protection to rid your computer of it;
You’re telephoned by a utility company and informed your bill is past due and that service will be
discontinued if you don’t immediately pay.

You receive an e-mail or text message that you need to rest a password or other information in order
to keep an account
You were telephoned by the IRS and informed that a tax return was ﬁled in your name.
If you are directed to respond to a local convenience, drug or grocery store to purchase a Green Dot
MoneyPak or other pre-paid or bank debit card in order to provide payment for something over the
telephone, you are likely being scammed. Be smart and ask us for help before you fall victim. Remember,
we are here to serve and protect you!
Be well, be safe, and be strong!!!
Chief Christopher Battiloro
Westﬁeld Police Department

Westﬁeld 300 Milestone Awards
Lifelong Westﬁeld (formerly known as the Mayor’s Senior Advisory Council) announced the winners of the
Westﬁeld 300 Milestone Awards on September 17th during a virtual ceremony to celebrate residents who
qualiﬁed for milestones in the Town’s history as part of its year-long 300th-anniversary celebration.
The Winners and runners-ups are listed below for each award category followed by stories of the winners
that bring their history in Westﬁeld to life.

1. Oldest Resident

Winner: Silveo Colletti, 101 years old
Mrs. Colletti, the former Miss Verna Atkinson of Colquitt Georgia, was an energy auditor with
Honeywell before retiring in 1992.

Runners Up:
Phyllis Pecka, 99 years old
Jottie Sworen, 98 years old
Nancy Welch, 96 years old

Blanche Jacob, 95 years old
Blanche will be 95 this November. She was born in Newark, NJ on Nov. 6, 1925. She moved to
Westfield with her husband, and two kids (4 and a newborn) in 1955 after growing up in Newark. Her
parents were immigrants from Poland & Russia and she was quite a devoted daughter. Her husband
was starting his electrical contracting business at the time, after serving in WWII & Korea. She
worked as a nurse in an ophthalmology practice in Newark after graduating Weequahic High School.
After raising her two kids, she took a job in the Union County Prosecutor's Forensic Lab in Elizabeth
as an Evidence Clerk, then was later transferred to the Westfield Lab on North Ave., which is now
part of the Ralph J. Froelich Building. She also helped raise her two grandnieces, 2 of her 3
granddaughters and is the very proud & loving great grandmother of 3 girls, (ages 4, 7 and 15). She
is the most generous, kind and supportive person you will ever know. Her son Cliff lives with her and
takes care of her, since she is disabled. He says of his Mom: "I am 68 yrs. of age, but I could never
give back what she has done for myself and our family. She has always been my best friend and I
am ever so lucky & proud to call her my mom."
Elizabeth Avis, 91 years old
Elizabeth ‘Betty’ Scheuermann Avis was born April 6th, 1929. She grew up with her sister Dotty and
brothers Greg and Peter in a house built by her parents Otto and Flora Scheuermann on Rahway
Ave near what is now Burgess Ct.
In 1952 she married John Avis in the first double wedding at Holy Trinity Church along with her sister
Dotty and her husband John Nolan. Their long-term family home on Carleton Road is where they

raised their 10 children. Gregory (Dana) Avis, Timothy (Gail) Avis, Monica (Mark) Hughes, Teresa
(Keith) Gibbons, Beth (Matthew) Bakes, Margaret Avis, Becca (Brian) Murphy, Amy (Frank)
Humbert, Josephine (Michael) Murphy, Dan ( Lucy) Avis. All graduates of Westfield High School.
Betty gave piano and violin lessons to hundreds of children in town and recently retired from the
Plainfield Symphony after playing violin for almost 70 years. Betty and Jack have been lifetime pillars
of the Holy Trinity Church community serving too many ministries and responsibilities to list. Their
faith in God, family and friends has been rewarded with a rich life and deep love of their community.

2. Highest Number of Generations Living Consecutively in Westﬁeld
Winner: Laura Glasser-Baker - 6 generations
My family has been in Westﬁeld for 6 generations, but I know very little about my great great
grandparents. My father, Gerald Glasser, always proudly introduced my two children, Rebecca and
Harry as the 6th generation in Westﬁeld. He was a statistician, so I am 100 % sure he is correct
about all the generations in town. My great grandparents, Louis and Anna, owned a stationary store
called L. Glasser News dealer on East Broad Street. They had three children, Max, Harry, and Ruth.
Harry and his wife Roselle owned a shoe store on Quimby Street called Glasser Shoes. Harry and
Roselle had one child named Gerald. Gerald married Anne and had three children, Laura, Tom, and

Margie. I am proud to be Laura (5th generation). Tom died on 9/11 and has a memorial downtown
and Margie lives in Madison. Laura married Joel and has two children, Rebecca and Harry (6th
generation) and we all currently live in town. I have many happy memories about growing up in town.
I had the honor of knowing my great grandparents and remember going to visit them on Prospect
Street in their apartment. My grandmother always had Charms Sour Balls on the table for me to
snack on and to this day, I love the taste of sour balls. My grandparents lived on South Ave across
from the railroad station, but they were almost never home, spending most of their waking hours
working at their shoe store. I remember them letting me try on all the shoes and prancing around in
the much too big high heels. As for my parents, we grew up on Lansdowne Ave and had a great time
outside playing with my neighbors. As I grew up, Gerald opened Statistical Research on Prospect
Street. When Joel and I got married, we planned on moving to Westﬁeld and raising our own family
here. My dreams came true!

Jeff Patterson- 6 generations
The Harrison, McGall and Peterson families have been a part of Westﬁeld generations for years. The
Harrisons, on my Grandfather's side, date back to the 1860s.
Generation 1 James G Harrison (1862-1926) who lived in Westﬁeld and was a Police Ofﬁcer in town
in the 1890s.
Robert Lawrence Harrison (1890-1914) Generation 2 was in the National Guard in Westﬁeld before
WW1 and died the same year that my Grandfather was born.
Robert John Harrison (1914-1989), my Grandfather, was a Navy veteran in WW2, milkman in town
and a custodian at Tamaques school and married Elizabeth McGall. (Generation 3)
Elizabeth’s family were also from Westﬁeld. Her parents were James Thomas McGall, a Westﬁeld
Carpenter, who married Mary Kreger McGall, housewife, and had 9 children.
Among the nine McGall children were
Emma McGall (1908-1987) a Westﬁeld attorney for 51 years with Beard & McGall law ﬁrm located
on Elm St.
Francis McGall - mason
Joseph McGall - worked for PSE&G

Charles McGall - WW2 Army veteran, mason and musician
Elizabeth McGall (1918-2011) - housewife and secretary to her sister Emma McGall
Marie McGall Otto (1911-2007) - bank teller at Suburban Trust (Currently Urban Outﬁtters)
Dorothy R McGall (1921-2013) - bookkeeper
Robert E. McGall (1926-2013) - WW2 Navy corpsman, mason and musician
And one sibling died young.
Robert and Elizabeth, my grandparents had 4 daughters, Patricia, Mary (my mother), Kathleen, &
Elaine (Generation 4). They attended Holy Trinity Elementary School, Roosevelt Middle School and
Westﬁeld High School. They grew up on North Avenue next to Lord and Taylor, formerly Hahnes.
Louis George Peterson (1947-2015) - Army veteran and salesman, married Mary Peterson (1947present). Mary also worked in my Great Aunt Emma’s law ofﬁce and then at the Union Court House
as a secretary. Lou and Mary had 2 sons, my brother Louis Robert Peterson who is an accountant
and myself, Jeffrey J Peterson an Army Military Police Veteran OEF/OIF, ﬁreﬁghter/EMT in Millburn.
(Generation 5)
My wife, Dana Hegedus Peterson, Orton-Gilliangham Reading Specialist, and I became Westﬁeld
residents in 2004. Our four children Logan, Trevor, Braylee and Jaeger became the 6th Generation
of Westﬁeld Residents!

Runners Up:
Grace Roth, 5 generations

5 generations - The Napolitano/Rufﬁni/Roth Family has lived in Westﬁeld for 5 generations. It started
when Vincenzo (1881-1961) & Paola (1882-1963) Napolitano came to the US in 1907 via Ellis Island
and eventually settled into Downer Street. Over time, they had 8 children: Elizabeth "Lisa" (19082001), Joseph (1909-1981), Anthony "T" (1911-1983), Angeline "Angie" (1912), Rosina "Rose"
(1914-2013), Frank "Naples" (1916-1995), Theresa (1917-2017), Viola "Violet" (1919-1942). Only
Rose stayed in town and married Joseph "Joe" Rufﬁni (1912-2003). They lived at 535 Downer St,
which Vincenzo built. Joseph's parents (Giuseppe & Mary Rufﬁni) also lived on Downer Street. Mr
Rufﬁni worked for the Town of Westﬁeld and the WPA (Works Progress Administration). Rose & Joe
Rufﬁni had two children: Pauline (born 1938) and Joseph "Joey" (born 1942). They owned and
operated the Towne Lunch (currently Vicki's Diner) from the 1960s until 1975. Although Joey (WHS
'59) eventually moved to North Carolina to raise a family, Pauline (class of WHS '55, which was the
ﬁrst class to go all 4 years in the current WHS building) married Charles Roth in 1959 and settled
into their current house on Summit Court after a few years in Rahway. They had two children: Laura
(WHS '83) stayed in CT after college marrying Rick Mazeika and raising a family. Dean (WHS '80)
married Grace and eventually moved to Fanwood Ave after a few years in Clark. Grace owned The
Town Book Store for 10 years (1997-2007) across the street from the store's current location. They
have two children: Nicholas (WHS '11) and Kimberly (WHS '14).
Gerald Infantino, 5 generations
The Infantino family is proud to be a Westﬁeld family with the ﬁfth generation currently living in town.
Our mother’s parents (Matino) arrived in Westﬁeld (having immigrated from Italy to NYC) in 1912,
when my grandfather started a job at Tuttle Bros. Lumber Yard delivering lumber and coal via horse
and wagon. Tuttle Bros. was located at 540 South Avenue, where an ofﬁce building is now stands.
Our grandparents lived in an apartment where the current Westﬁeld Rescue Squad is located. It was
called Spring Street then. My mother and her oldest brother was born at this location. With
assistance from Mr. Tuttle (who was a State Senator), my grandfather went on to purchase property
on Downer Street and built a home there in
1920. My cousin currently lives in the home, which has been in our family since that time. Our
extended family lived in a four-square block neighborhood. There were 4 grandparents, 14 aunts
and uncles and 18 cousins. It was a wonderful time and an incredible experience. My great aunt
(maternal grandmother’s sister) lived on the next block on Downer Street and had 7 children. My
father’s parents (Infantino) (after immigrating to NYC from Italy) settled in Westﬁeld also on Downer
Street) in 1925. My parents married at Holy Trinity Church, Westﬁeld in 1939. Charles Infantino
started Infantino Disposal Service in 1945 which continues to operate today. It has always been
owned by family members. Our parents, Charles and Rita (Matino) Infantino built a home at N.
Scotch Plains Ave. in 1949 and raised their three children there. Their ﬁrst child, Gerald Infantino,
currently lives in the family home and has lived there continuously since 1949. The Infantino and
Matino families raised 19 children in Westﬁeld. These children went on to have 34 grandchildren.
Gerald Infantino Jr., and his wife Michelle, live in Westﬁeld with their two children, who are the ﬁfth

generation fortunate to call Westﬁeld their home. Growing up in Westﬁeld always brought our family
great pride and opportunity.

John Luerssen, 5 generations
5 generations - I have lived in Westﬁeld for my entire life. Here in our beloved town, Heidi and I have
made many great friends and have had the great privilege of giving our three children – who are all
ﬁfth-generation Westﬁelders – great educations at Franklin Elementary, Roosevelt, and WHS.
Meredith is 23 and a Rutgers grad who works at 5WPR in NYC, Hayley is 20 and in her Junior year
at Rutgers, and Jack is a WHS Senior this year who plays WHS Football – Go Blue Devils! Our
family is thrilled to be recognized by the town and Mayor Brindle and pleased to share our lineage
with the community.

Kelly Hutcheson, 5 generations

Thomas Cagnassola, 5 generations

5 generations - John Cagnassola, 1st Gen originally from Biella, Italy was the ﬁrst generation,
moving to Westﬁeld in 1918. It was here with his wife, Laura that the family settled their roots at 515
Westﬁeld Avenue and continued to raise their family. It was also in 1918, their son Atilio, (aka Pete)
2nd Gen began his freshman year at Westﬁeld High School, which, at the time was located on Elm
Street. Pete graduated in 1922, setting off to college soon after. A decade later he married Frances
(nee O’Donnell), and together they built their ﬁrst and only residence at 299 Hyslip Avenue, adjacent
to his brother Louis Cagnassola. Pete and Frances raised their three children, John, Robert and
Francis, the 3rd Gen to live in Westﬁeld. John attended McKinley elementary, Roosevelt middle,
(Edison had not yet been constructed) and graduated Westﬁeld High School in 1953, at its current
location. After college, John returned to Westﬁeld, got married in 1960 to Noel (nee Lafontaine) and
purchased their ﬁrst home at 123 Hyslip Avenue. In 2006, John’s son Thomas, 4th Gen and his wife
Laura (nee Polgar) purchased the 299 location from Thomas’ Aunt Frances and they still live there
today with their two daughters Anna (Westﬁeld class 2020) and Sara (Westﬁeld Class of 2022), 5th
Gen. The house at 299 has always been occupied by members of the Cagnassola family since
1932.

The Mannino Family, 5 generations

Gloria Simone, 5 generations
Around 1926, my grandparents, Giuseppe and Tulia Cacchione, came to America to begin a new
life. Grandpa built a 2 family on Greene Place where my mom, America and twin were born. Mom
lived here until her death in 2010. My husband, myself and 4 children lived on the other side. I now
live across the street with two of our children. My son, Joe and his family, which includes two
children, still reside in the original 2 family. This makes ﬁve generations not only living in Westﬁeld
but still residing in the same house. I watch from across the street as my two grandchildren are
playing in the same street that my mom, myself and my children did and it brings back all good
memories to me. My 4th child still frequents a lot and her 2 children also play on this same street.

3. Most Years Married
Winner: Silveo Colletti- Married for 73 years
Verna and Silveo Colletti of Westﬁeld celebrated their 73rd wedding anniversary on April 27, 2020. Mr.
Colletti was from Linden, NJ and was a watchmaker in New York City until he retired in 1984. He was a
bombardier in the US Army Air Force in WWII, serving in the Paciﬁc Theater. He remained in the Air Force
Reserve until 1979, retiring as a Major. He just celebrated his 101st birthday. Mrs. Colletti, the former Miss
Verna Atkinson of Colquitt, Georgia, was an energy auditor with Honeywell before retiring in 1992. The
couple met in 1943 when Silveo, an Army Air Force cadet, landed his plane on an auxiliary airﬁeld that
Verna’s family leased to the US Army Air Force. They were married April 27, 1947. Their family includes 5
children: Courtney, Rita, Greg, Collette and Suzette; 4 grandchildren: CJ, Jessie, Sara and Sammy; and 6
great-grandchildren: Max, Logan, TJ, Archer, Ainsley and Adon. They have lived in Westﬁeld since 1959.

Runners Up:
Marjorie and John Miller- 70 years
John “Chick” Miller and his wife, Marjorie “Marge” Miller have lived here their entire lives, except for
the ﬁrst two years of Chick’s life. He was born in 1926, and she was born in 1929. The house they
live in on Garﬁeld Avenue was built in 1923 by Marge’s parents. Her father was a policeman in
Westﬁeld. Chick and Marge bought the house after her parents died. They have three children who
all live in the area, Nancy, John, and Carol. John lives in the house that Chick grew up in, on
Lamberts Mill Road, which his parents moved to in 1938. Before that, they lived in a house “in the
woods” off Central Avenue, which had no electricity or running water. His father delivered loads of
sand and other materials, using a wagon drawn by a team of horses.
Chick graduated from WHS in 1944 and played baseball in a semi-pro summer league for a team
called the Westﬁeld Hawks. Before the season was over, he was drafted and sent to Italy, arriving
shortly before the surrender of Germany. He caught scarlet fever and was in the hospital when he
got the news. His unit was preparing to ship out to join the invasion of Japan when the Japanese
surrendered. He spent some more time in Italy as a member of the Occupation forces before ﬁnally
going home. He had met Marge on one of his trips home during his military training. She graduated
WHS in 1947 and they were married in 1950. They will celebrate their 70th anniversary on
November 18, 2020.
Chick worked for the US Postal Service for 30 years, mostly at the Westﬁeld ofﬁce. He was a mail
carrier for 17 years and then moved up the ladder. He eventually became the manager of the
Mountainside Post Ofﬁce, before returning to the Westﬁeld Ofﬁce, where he ﬁlled a number of

different supervisory roles. After his retirement, he served Westﬁeld as a crossing guard for 22
years. He also played in a Men’s 50+ Softball League for quite a few years, which he enjoyed
immensely.
One of his hobbies is tending to his gardenia plants. One of them was cultivated by Marge’s mother
more than 100 years ago, and given to him and Marge early in their marriage. He and Marge feel
blessed to have had a happy life together and to have their children living nearby and helping them
to manage their home.

4. Most Children Raised in Westﬁeld
Winner: Elizabeth Avis- 10 Children
Elizabeth ‘Betty’ Scheuermann Avis was born April 6, 1929 and grew up in a house built by her
parents Otto and Flora Scheuermann on Rahway Ave, near what is now Burgess Ct. In 1952 she
married John Avis in the ﬁrst double wedding at Holy Trinity Church along with her sister Dotty and
her husband John Nolan. Their long-term family home on Carleton Road is where they raised their
10 children. Gregory (Dana) Avis, Timothy (Gail) Avis, Monica (Mark) Hughes, Teresa (Keith)
Gibbons, Beth (Matthew) Bakes, Margaret Avis, Becca (Brian) Murphy, Amy (Frank) Humbert,
Josephine (Michael) Murphy, Dan (Lucy) Avis. They are all graduates of Westﬁeld High School.

5. Most grandchildren living in Westﬁeld
Winner: Jerry and Linda McCabe – 5 grandchildren
Linda and Jerry have 4 kids they raised in Westﬁeld, and 9 grandchildren, including 5 raised in
Westﬁeld. These include the 3 children of their son Tim McCabe, who is a dentist in Westﬁeld:
Brendan, college senior, Meghan, college sophomore, and Andrew, a junior at Union Catholic High
School. Their other son Michael has two kids: Brian in 6th grade at Edison and Kelly, a 3rd grader at
Jefferson.

Runner Up: Walter and Madeleine Korfmacher, 4 grandchildren

6. Oldest Running Car– 1964 Ford Mustang
Winner: Kelly Hutcheson
1964 Ford Mustang: Kelly's great grandfather, Joseph Villa, Sr. came to Westﬁeld in 1897. He had 7
children. His brother Guy soon moved to Westﬁeld, along with his 7 children. The brothers built identical
houses that are still standing to this day on Livingston Street. In the 1920's both moved to Central Ave and
built another identical set of houses, this time in the Tudor style. The Villas began to build roads and house
foundations throughout the area. Their original ofﬁce was located at the stable at the Townsend Building
(where Adlers is now located). The stable at this time is where the horses that were used to plow out the
streets were kept. Joseph Villa, Jr. (Kelly's grandfather) was a graduate of Westﬁeld High School when it
was located on Elm Street in downtown. During this time, the family's business was beginning to build the
original ﬁeld house on Rahway Avenue. Joseph Jr. was caught skipping school, because he fell off the
tractor and broke his arm while he was helping his older brothers build the ﬁeld house. The Villa family
continued to build roads and houses. Some of the houses built during this time were along Lambert's Mill
Road and "New England Village" as it used to be called. As technology advanced, construction equipment
became larger. The Villas stored their construction equipment in a building on Central Ave in Clark. This
site was later converted into Clark Lanes Bowling Alley. Over time the family bought and developed land
from Central Ave/Terminal Ave to where the current Parkway exit is in Clark. Former Mayor Bud Booth
once told Maryann Villa (Kelly's grandmother) that this was why the exit to the Parkway was connected to
Central Ave -- so that the area could continue to be developed, including the Howard Johnson. Joseph Jr.
and Karleen both attended Lincoln Elementary School and they both had the same Kindergarten teacher,
Miss Clock. Karleen later attended middle school at Roosevelt Intermediate School, while Edison Middle

School was being built and remembers the split days there, depending on where you lived in the town.
Karleen's class was the ﬁrst graduating class from Edison. Karleen Villa Burns (Kelly's mother) and sister
Brenda had 20 cousins that attended the Westﬁeld Schools. During the sister's time at Westﬁeld High
School, there were no less than 7 Villas in attendance. With that many cousins and family members, there
was no opportunity for Karleen or Brenda to get into trouble without it ﬁrst getting back to her parents
through the "family channels". Kelly Burns was raised in Westﬁeld and graduated WHS in 1997. Kelly
participated in the Track and Field team under the supervision of Tom Hornish and Greg Gorski. With their
guidance, Kelly went on to throw the javelin at the collegiate level at Purdue University. Kelly and her
husband Sean Hutcheson (from Freehold, NJ) are now raising their twin girls, Maryanne and Emily, in
Westﬁeld. The twins will be starting Kindergarten at St. Paul’s Day School before going to Washington
School for 1st grade. The twins are the 5th consecutive generation to live in Westﬁeld.

7. Oldest Dog
Winner: Carole Peyton, Kelly
We adopted Kelly almost 18 years ago from St. Hubert’s in Madison. And ever since she has been
teaching us how to be dog owners. For instance: did you know that dogs can climb fences? We

learned that, yes, they can, from Kelly. She would climb up our chain link fence, jump over the top
and take off. She was the white streak you saw running down the block. We soon learned to put her
name & our phone number on her collar so, when people found her, they could call us. We received
calls from people in Scotch Plains, from a policeman who took her into his cruiser during a
snowstorm. We even got a call from La Casa on South Avenue, where, evidently, Kelly strode into
one day to get a slice of pizza. Since she is part Border Collie, she can out run almost any other dog
and jump high. Very high. Our kids used to set up jumps for her in the house: they would place a
broom from the couch to a chair. Kelly would then jump over it causing the kids much delight. Until
Kelly outsmarted them when the jumps got too high and she simply walked underneath them. She’s
a wonderful member of our family: smart, affectionate, playful and loves to eat: even greens like
lettuce and zucchini. She will be 18 next week and is slowing down, for sure. But every now and
then she shows the spark and pep of her younger days. We Peyton’s appreciate the recognition that
you are giving her and thank you on her behalf

Runners Up:

Charles Raba, Angel, 17 years old
Angel is a cockapoo and she joined our family in June of 2003 when she was two months old. When
she was younger, Angel enjoyed playing with her stuffed toys (especially ‘tug-of-war’) and taking
walks in the Westfield parks. Angel is notorious for parading with a sock in her mouth taken from the
laundry hamper. Over 17 years old now, Angel has slowed down a bit and doesn’t see well anymore.
However, she still acts like a puppy for Milk Bones, Alpo Snaps, and walks at Brightwood Park.

Alex Schmidt, Dog, 16 years old

8. Oldest Cat
Winner: Nancy B Welch, Toby
Nancy Welch's beautiful ginger & white partner, whom she adopted in 2006. Toby was rescued along
with a tabby named Emily who is no longer with us. Toby not only loves to cuddle with his human,
but is a great conversationalist. They have been best friends for over 14 years.

9. Oldest Westfield High School Graduate
Winner: Nancy B Welch - WHS class of 1941
Nancy Norma Byck graduated from Westfield High School in 1941. She had previously graduated from
Roosevelt Jr High (now middle school), which was then 7th- 9th grades. While in Jr high she was a
member of a new organization called the Westfield Community Players, which put on shows in town. After
going off to college and getting married, Nancy returned to Westfield in 1958 with her husband and three
children (ages 2, 7 & 10). Besides becoming a highly accomplished dancer, Nancy worked with the
Community Players as a Choreographer, Dancer, and on Wardrobe until about 2000, after many years of
wonderful service to Westfield.

Runners Up:
John Miller: WHS class of 1944
Marjorie Miller: WHS class of 1947

Barbara Moore: WHS class of 1949

10. Oldest Business in Westfield
Winner: The Westfield Leader, 130 years
The Westfield Leader has been printed weekly on Wednesdays and distributed each Thursday via
the postal service since September 3, 1890. The first 17 years of archives were destroyed in three
separate fires, but the remainder has been fully digitized. Founded by Westfield Supervising
Principal Edwin Francis to compete with the Union County Standard, The Leader offices were first
housed at J.H. Cash Printing in the original Arcanum building at the intersection of Prospect and
East Broad Streets. The Leader was purchased in 1900 by George A.V. Hankinson and was then
owned by the Lee family for approximately 80 years. In the 1990s The Leader changed hands
several times, making national headlines when publisher Jeff Bauer was murdered by his estranged
wife in the paper's Elm Street office. The Leader was then purchased by Horace Corbin, who owned
it for 24 years until his retirement in March 2020. Current owner Lauren Barr, who purchased it from

Mr. Corbin after working at the paper in various capacities for 19 years, is a Westfield High School
graduate and the paper's first female owner/publisher in its 130-year history.

Runners Up:
McIntye's Lawnmower & Locksmith Shop- 122 years
McEwen Flowers- 100 years

Infantino Disposal- 75 years
Susan Brand Travel Agency- 50 years

11. Oldest War Veterans
Winner: John “Chick” Miller – World War II (See his story above, under Longest Married)

Runners Up:
Robert Lewis – World War II
I went in the Navy 10 days after I graduated high school … ﬁrst boot camp in Maryland and then I
was attached to a newly commissioned light cruiser, USS Manchester CL83, named for Manchester,
N. H. I was actually a replacement for all the guys getting out on points. Our ﬁrst deployment was a
shakedown in the Caribbean, and from there we went to the Mediterranean. We were ComDiv 8 of
the 6th ﬂeet. We made 3 trips over the next two years. I was a cook striker all the while I served, a
belly robber. Though I wasn't in during the ﬁghting, our job was to help keep the peace, make a
show of force and help to get things back to normal in the region. I saw more of ancient history in
those two years ... something you would wish for! I saw the Rock of Gibraltar, the pyramids in Egypt,
the Parthenon in Greece, the Coliseum in Italy, and places like the Grand Canal in Venice, islands in
the Mediterranean -- Malta, and Corsica, where Napoleon was born. I had an audience with 49
other guys from my ship with Pope Pius XII at his summer villa, Castile Gondolfo. I served my
country for 2 years and didn't feel I was a World War II Veteran, but was told I qualiﬁed since the War
ofﬁcially ended in December 1946. After I was discharged, the ship I was on was transferred from
the 6th ﬂeet to the 7th in the Paciﬁc. It was in the Korean War and bombarded North Korea's rail
lines on the coast. It was decommissioned in 1966, a great crew.

Silveo Colletti – World War II
Phyllis Pecka – World War II
Phyllis enlisted in the US Marine Corps after the attack on Pearl Harbor. She proudly served her
country as a squadron administrator at Cherry Point, NC. Phyllis achieved the rank of Staff Sergeant
and met and married fellow Marine Corps Sergeant, Robert Pecka, while there. She was honorably
discharged in October 1945.

Walking Safety Event
On Wednesday, October 21, members of Lifelong Westﬁeld and WPD Chief Battilloro welcomed about 25
senior residents to Mindowaskin Park for a talk about pedestrian safety, followed by a socially distanced
walk in the park. Chief Battilloro and Trafﬁc Sgt. Thomas Ostrander spoke with the residents about
personal safety and answered their questions on a variety of topics. They also distributed ﬂuorescent vests
and ﬂashlights to help the seniors increase their visibility as they walk around town. At the end of the event,
Chief Battilloro invited the seniors to join him and Sgt. Ostrander at Rock & Joe’s for “Coffee with the
Cops,” one of the WPD’s community outreach programs.

"What is Lifelong Westﬁeld?"
Created in April 2018, Lifelong Westﬁeld is one of Mayor Shelley Brindle's ﬁve advisory councils. As stated
on the town website, the goal of our council is to "help Westﬁeld residents age in place by serving as a
centralized clearinghouse for activities and services that help seniors and their caregivers". We are working
to make Westﬁeld a great place to grow older.
The Lifelong Westﬁeld Council is a volunteer group that includes representatives of the Westﬁeld Town
Council, Westﬁeld United Fund, Westﬁeld Senior Citizens Housing, Westﬁeld Recreation Department, and
other volunteers from the community. Lifelong Westﬁeld has representatives from Westﬁeld residents of all
ages - from high school students to octogenarians!
In the past year, the council has held a number of events for seniors including a safety walk, a technology
workshop, and a senior services expo. This coming year, we plan to repeat many of these events.
Additionally, we plan to organize many other events such as a walkabout through Tamaques Park with the
Mayor.
The Lifelong webpage consolidates a monthly calendar of activities and programs run by organizations in
Westfield that senior residents may be interested in attending. To access the calendar go to
https://www.westﬁeldnj.gov/lifelongevents
For additional information, please email westﬁeldnjseniors@gmail.com or call 908-301-1287

Our Members
Co-Chairs:
Brad Chananie, Resident, Veteran of the garment industry

Deirdre Gelinne, Resident, Executive Director of the Westﬁeld United Fund

Other Members:
David Contract, Resident, Town Councilman
Harvey Davidson, Resident, Veteran of the hospitality industry
Kathy Dulan, Resident, former Director of Religious Education at St. Helen’s
Emily Duncan, Resident, WHS Student
Elizabeth McGuire, Resident, WHS Student
Liz Fennik, Director of Westﬁeld Senior Housing
Lauren Harmer, Westﬁeld Recreation Department
Ron Holmes, Resident, Westﬁeld Neighborhood Council
John O’Brien, Resident, Construction Attorney
Gerri Rothﬂeisch, Resident, Jewish Family Service Board
Lloyd Marks, Council Photographer
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