Council Meeting	- 7 -	February 27, 2018	

[bookmark: _GoBack]MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 27, 2018


	Pursuant to rules of Council of the Town of Westfield, the members thereof convened in regular session Tuesday, February 27, 2018 at 8:00 p.m.

	Mayor Brindle made the following announcements:

	“Prior to convening in regular session, there was an agenda session which was open to public and advertised.”

	“The adequate notice of this meeting, as required by the Open Public Meetings Act, was provided by the posting, mailing and filing of the annual notice of regularly scheduled meetings of the Town Council on December 12, 2017.  The notice was, on that date, posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building, mailed to THE WESTFIELD LEADER, THE STAR LEDGER, and TAP INTO WESTFIELD and filed with the Clerk of the Town of Westfield.”

PRESENT:	Mayor Brindle, Council Members Habgood, Arena, Dardia, Neylan, LoGrippo, Contract, Stokes, Mackey

ABSENT:

INVOCATION AND FLAG SALUTE
Invocation was given by Councilman Stokes followed by the flag salute.

PRESENTATIONS

Mayor Brindle presented the following proclamation:
Town of Westfield
Westfield, New Jersey
PROCLAMATION
Youth and Family Counseling Service
	WHEREAS, Youth and Family Counseling Service has been counseling people coping with mental illness, substance abuse, and behavioral health issues for 100 years; and
	WHEREAS, founded in 1918 as the “Mission of Help” by St. Paul’s Church, the organization became a private, nonprofit, and non-sectarian agency in 1961, adopting the name “Youth and Family Counseling Service (“YFCS”) and soon after establishing its current home at 233 Prospect Street; and 
	WHEREAS, its mission includes promoting the mental health and well-being of individuals and families in Westfield and surrounding communities through the provision of high quality, affordable counseling services; and.
	WHEREAS, since its founding, YFCS has served over 50,000 people - empowering and restoring countless lives in the community; and
	WHEREAS, counseling services are provided by a team of licensed psychotherapists and social workers to all age groups without regard to their ability to pay; and
	WHEREAS, YFCS remains active and responsive to community needs in many ways, including conducting group education and workshops at schools, churches, and other local venues; training school personnel on managing the impact of traumatic loss on students; and most recently, launching the Bravest First initiative, a program offered free to our servicemen and women and their families that addresses suicide prevention, substance abuse, and post-traumatic stress disorder; and 
	WHEREAS, the Town of Westfield would like to recognize Youth and Family Service for its contribution to the mental well-being of the Westfield community; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that on this 27th day of February, 2018, I, Mayor Shelley Brindle, on behalf of the citizens of the Town of Westfield, do hereby offer congratulations to Youth and Family Service on the occasion of its 100th anniversary, and do hereby express gratitude to its past and present Board members, professionals, staff, and supporters for providing crucial and affordable mental health care to the Westfield community.
Township Administrator Reports
· The Town Administrator discussed funding awarded to the Town through the New Jersey Department of Transportation’s Municipal Aid Grant Program for improvements to two (2) sections of Grove Street;

· The Town Administrator announced that the Conservation Center would be open on March 3, 2018; and

· The Towns Administrator provided an update of the revaluation process. Stated that inspections are continuing and informed residents that this process would continue through September of 2018.

Mayor’s Remarks
· Announced that she had the pleasure of speaking to Holy Trinity Girl Scout troops last week in celebration of National Thinking Day. Explained that the theme was “Impact” and they discussed ways in which they could make an impact in their community;

· Announced that she hosted the fourth grade girl scout troop from Franklin Elementary School in her office on February 26, 2018, where they presented their ideas on how to improve the community. These ideas were also recently published in a letter in the Westfield Leader; 

· Extended thanks to the Westfield High School chapter of Girls Learn International, who invited her to speak on their panel. Stated that the focus was on women and politics and that she was inspired by the insightful questions from students and the desire for so many to get involved in public service;

· Acknowledged the Westfield Community Center for hosting a dinner-dance event celebrating Black History Month on Saturday night, which was attended by Councilwoman Dawn Mackey;

· Acknowledged the Westfield Area Chinese American Association for hosting a Chinese New Year celebration on Saturday, which was attended by Councilman Dardia;

· Referenced her comments from the previous Town Council meeting with respect to her four short-term objectives: enhancing communication and transparency, improving service to residents and operating efficiencies, improving the downtown business climate and improving community engagement. Discussed two recent initiatives that support these objectives and announced that Councilwoman Mackey, Code Review Committee Chairperson, would be initiating a code review subcommittee to assess the Town’s permitting and application process to make recommendations for streamlining and improving this process for both residents and businesses. Explained that this committee is a result of feedback from downtown property owners at a recent meeting, as well as from many residents who have asked for a more expeditious and collaborative process. The second initiative that supports these short-term objectives pertains to the recent formation of a media council, which is comprised of filmmakers, producers, writers and content creators that live in the community. Explained that this council would be using its skills to work on behalf of the Town through the creation of Public Service Announcements and promotional videos showcasing the Town’s parks, merchants, non-profits, events, and more. Feels Westfield is fortunate to have this resource available and stated that she is excited to see the work that comes out of this group. 

· Discussed her plans to continue to work alongside the Town Council to pursue longer term goals, including a focus on growing non-property tax revenue to stabilize property taxes, strengthening the Town’s relationship with Union County to get more “bang for our buck,” and aggressively advocating for the Town’s fair share of peak one seat rides on the Raritan Valley Line. Stated that she attended a Raritan Valley Rail Coalition meeting yesterday where she reiterated the Town’s desire to get its fair share of “one-seat rides” relative to other lines that have many;

· Addressed the status of Tamaques Park renovations, which involves a preliminary plan to install two lighted turf fields on the Lamberts Mill Road side of the park. Stated that the Town’s Recreation Commission worked incredibly hard to develop a fiscally responsible plan to address the field shortage in Westfield, but after several conversations with Gary Fox, Recreation Commission Chairman, and with the support of the Town Administrator and Recreation Director, a decision has been made to delay the renovation to enable the opportunity to fold this initiative into the Master Plan process that is about to begin. Stated that she completely agrees that the community is in desperate need of new fields but feels the solution to install lighted turf fields in Tamaques Park reflects limitations that may have been placed on the initial assignment. Feels the Recreation Commission might not have been thinking “big enough” in terms of possibilities on an initiative that would ultimately require significant public input. In addition, explained that the Town is about to embark on the development of a new five- to 20-year vision for Westfield that would include a Master Plan for all of its parks. Feels it does not seem prudent to begin a significant change to one park when a broader vision may emerge from the planning process that is about to be initiated. Stated that she looks forward to having the Recreation Commission play a significant role in that process and working with them to bring more fields to Westfield;

·  Lastly, Mayor Brindle stated that she would be remiss if she did not mention the tragic shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida. Informed residents that she met with the Town Administrator, Superintendent Dolan, Board of Education President Gretchan Ohlig and other school officials to discuss continued critical coordination between schools, the Town and the Police Department, and the need to establish enhanced communication protocols between all that mirror the times. Announced that there is a Board of Education meeting being held now in which Stone Gate, the Board of Education’s security consultant, is presenting an overview of current security measures, which reflect the $6 million the district has spent on security enhancements over the past six (6) years. Encouraged those who were unable to attend the meeting to watch a recording that would be posted on the Board of Education’s website.
APPOINTMENTS

ADVERTISED HEARINGS

PENDING BUSINESS

BIDS

MINUTES
On a motion by Councilman LoGrippo and seconded by Councilwoman Habgood, Council approved the Minutes of the Town Council Conference Session and Regular Meeting held February 13, 2018, with Councilwoman Neylan abstaining.

PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS

OPEN DISCUSSION BY CITIZENS
Tony LaPorta, 409 Chestnut Street, discussed the gun issue in America and a resolution that was adopted by the Westfield Town Council in 2013 concerning gun violence. Also discussed the Mayors Against Illegal Guns Coalition that began in 2013 with fifteen (15) mayors. Stated that this coalition had grown to include over one thousand (1,000) mayors by 2015. Asked Mayor Brindle to consider adopting a resolution concerning gun control which would then be forwarded to Westfield’s state legislators.

Mr. LaPorta also discussed the weapon used in the shooting in Parkland, Florida and explained that this type of weapon could easily be converted to an automatic weapon. Stated that over fifty (50%) percent of citizens are in favor of stronger gun control measures. Discussed current legislation which prohibits ownership of automatic weapons and feels this legislation should be amended to also include semi-automatic weapons. 
Lastly, Mr. LaPorta referenced a suggestion by Governor John Kasich of Ohio that citizens speak to their local representatives about gun control. Feels support by local officials is needed to encourage Congress to address this issue. 

Erik Elfstrum, board member, Westfield Lacrosse Club, expressed concern with Westfield’s field facilities versus facilities in other towns. Feels field improvements would benefit the entire town because it would bring more people to Westfield and the downtown on Saturdays. Discussed the need to use the field behind Tamaques School while the high school field is being renovated. Feels the overuse of this and other fields will impact their condition. Also expressed concern with a long-term plan for fields and urged the Mayor and Town Council to expedite the field improvement process.

Councilman LoGrippo inquired as to the cost involved for Westfield LaCrosse to rent fields in other communities.

Mr. Elfstrum stated that he could not speak to the cost, but discussed the difficulty in renting fields in other towns. Feels if the plan for Tamaques Park was shared with the community, it would be well received.  

Nuno Rodrigues, 1219 Boulevard, Westfield Soccer Club, expressed concern with the decision to delay field improvements. Explained that they need to use fields in other towns because of the shortage in Westfield. Encouraged the Mayor and Town Council to expedite the process.

Mayor Brindle thanked those who have expressed their concerns and assured them that they would be included in this process as it moves forward.

Councilwoman Neylan commented on the decision to delay field improvements. Stated that while she appreciates the Mayor’s approach, she is concerned with the timing of this decision. Feels the proposal for Tamaques Park was extremely thorough and while it is projected that the Master Plan will take approximately twelve (12) months to complete, feels field improvements would be significantly delayed.

Mayor Brindle stated that she does not feel that a delay would be more than one (1) year.

Councilman Arena discussed the potential for scaling back the field improvement project as a compromise, which would allow some improvements to move forward now.

Councilman LoGrippo stated that he is disappointed with the decision to postpone the field project, which was scheduled to begin in 2018 and completed in 2019. Also feels the project will be significantly delayed.

Noah Ament, 784 Fairacres, President, Westfield Baseball League, discussed the time that was involved developing the plan for Tamaques Park. Feels a plan for fields that is developed as part of the Master Plan will take much more time. Also discussed fees for participation in these programs and explained that a portion was allocated toward field improvements. Feels it might be necessary to refund this portion of fees until a decision regarding field improvements is made.

Raymond Garguilo, 1001 Cranford Avenue, discussed the many years involved with developing a plan for Tamaques Park. Feels it will take a significant amount of time to develop a field plan as part of the Master Plan.

Mr. Garguilo also discussed delays that were involved with Warinaco Ice Rink. Feels similar delays will occur with the field project. Discussed funds raised by different organizations and feels they should be invested in new fields and for improvements to existing fields. Also believes there is a limited amount of locations for new fields and that Tamaques Park is the best option. 

BILLS AND CLAIMS
On motion by Councilwoman Habgood, and seconded by Councilman LoGrippo, bills and claims were adopted unanimously:

RESOLVED that the bills and claims in the amount of $527,473.97 per the list submitted to the members of this Council by the Chief Financial Officer, and approved for payment by the Town Administrator be, and the same are hereby, approved and that payroll warrants previously issued by the Chief Financial Officer be ratified.  

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES:

Finance Policy Committee

The following resolutions, introduced by Councilwoman Habgood, Chairman of the Finance Policy Committee, and seconded by Councilman Stokes, were unanimously adopted.

Resolution No. 54
RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer be and he hereby is authorized to draw warrants to the following persons, this amount being overpaid for 2017-2018:

Block/Lot/Qualifier								Quarter/Year
Name					Property Address			Amount	
707/16					832 EMBREE CRESCENT		3rd/2018
ROTH, ROBERT J								$4,738.57

1101/2					416 ELM ST				3rd/2018
BARKER, JOHN								$11,775.85

1111/13				415 MOUNTAIN AVE		4th/2017
ESCRIBANO, CHRISTINE							$3,263.10

3502/22				6 SETTLERS LANE			3rd/2018
FUCCILLO, THOMAS 							$14,295.00
& KRISTEN

4901/72				1110 COLUMBUS AVE		3rd/2018
WAIBEL, NEIL								$6,555.60

	Resolution No. 55
RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to issue warrants noted below to the order of the Downtown Westfield Corporation, for Special Improvement District Taxes as provided in the year 2018 budget:

			February 1, 2018			$102,439.25

			May 1, 2018				$102,439.25

	Resolution No. 56
WHEREAS, a sustainable community seeks to optimize quality of life for its residents by ensuring that its environmental, economic and social objectives are balanced and mutually supportive; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Westfield strives to save tax dollars, assure clean land, air and water, improve working and living environments; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Westfield is participating in the Sustainable Jersey Program; and

WHEREAS, one of the purposes of the Sustainable Jersey Program is to provide resources to municipalities to make progress on sustainability issues, and they have created a grant program called Sustainable Jersey Small Grants funded by PSE&G; and

WHEREAS , this grant cycle of the 2018 Municipal Grants Program will include four (4) $20,000 awards, eight (8) $10,000 awards and twenty (20) $2,000 capacity building awards to support local green teams; and

WHEREAS, the Town Council has determined the Town of Westfield should submit an application for a $2,000 Municipal Grant Award to support the introduction of battery recycling in Westfield.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Council of the Town of Westfield, State of New Jersey, authorizes the submission of the Sustainable Jersey $2,000 Municipal Grant Application funded by PSE&G.

	Resolution No. 57
WHEREAS, a sustainable community seeks to optimize quality of life for its residents by ensuring that its environmental, economic and social objectives are balanced and mutually supportive; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Westfield strives to save tax dollars, assure clean land, air and water, improve working and living environments; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Westfield is participating in the Sustainable Jersey Program; and

WHEREAS, one of the purposes of the Sustainable Jersey Program is to provide resources to municipalities to make progress on sustainability issues, and they have created a grant program called Sustainable Jersey Small Grants funded by PSE&G; and

WHEREAS , this grant cycle of the 2018 Municipal Grants Program will include four (4) $20,000 awards, eight (8) $10,000 awards and twenty (20) $2,000 capacity building awards to support local green teams; and

WHEREAS, the Town Council has determined the Town of Westfield should submit an application for a $20,000 Municipal Grant Award to support the development of a vision for Westfield’s new Master Plan.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Council of the Town of Westfield, State of New Jersey, authorizes the submission of the Sustainable Jersey $20,000 Municipal Grant Application funded by PSE&G.

Councilman Contract provided comment on the resolutions related to grant applications for the Sustainable Jersey Program. Explained that one grant involves the expansion of the battery recycling program in Westfield, and the second involves support for a vision for the new Master Plan.

Public Safety, Transportation and Parking Committee
Councilman Dardia provided an update of the most recent Public Safety, Transportation and Parking Committee meeting as follows:

· Discussed recommendations by the Town’s traffic consultant regarding proposed improvements to the intersection of Shackamaxon Drive and Rahway Avenue;
· Discussed recommendations for improvements to Municipal Lot No. 7 and Lenox Avenue. Explained that the parking lot would be expanded to include a portion of Lenox Avenue, which would allow for approximately nineteen (19) additional parking spaces. Pedestrian safety measures and aesthetic improvements would also be included in the project;
· Discussed speed study reports conducted at various locations and plans for pedestrian safety improvements;
· Discussed the establishment of a Pedestrian Safety Task Force and explained that this group would work with the Town and Union County to identify issues and sustainable measures; 
· Discussed a proposal for valet parking at Municipal Lot No. 8; and
· Announced that a private contractor is being considered for the removal of snow from sidewalks in the downtown.
Councilwoman Neylan referred to Councilman Dardia’s update concerning improvements to Municipal Lot No. 7. Extended thanks to current councilmembers for their efforts, but feels previous councilmembers should be recognized for their efforts as well.

Code Review & Town Property Committee

Public Works Committee

Reports of Department Heads

ADJOURNMENT
A motion to adjourn made by Councilman LoGrippo and seconded by Councilman Stokes at 8:52 p.m. was unanimously carried.

Respectfully submitted,


Tara Rowley, RMC
							Town Clerk

