Council Meeting
- 8 -
October 8, 2013


MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING HELD OCTOBER 8, 2013


Pursuant to rules of Council of the Town of Westfield, the members thereof convened in regular session Tuesday evening, October 8, 2013 at 8:00 p.m.


Mayor Skibitsky made the following announcements:


“Prior to convening in regular session, there was an agenda session which was open to public and advertised.”


“The adequate notice of this meeting as required by the Open Public Meetings Act, was provided by the posting, mailing and filing of the annual notice of regularly scheduled meetings of the Town Council on December 20, 2012.  The notice was, on that date, posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building, mailed to THE WESTFIELD LEADER, AND THE STAR LEDGER, and filed with the Clerk of the Town of Westfield.”

PRESENT:
Mayor Skibitsky, Council Members Arena, Haas, Foerst, Della Fera, Kimmins, LoGrippo, Loughlin

ABSENT:
Councilwoman Neylan

Invocation was given by Councilman Arena

PRESENTATIONS

Before we begin tonight, I would like to take a few minutes to share several pieces of great news with everyone here and with our viewers at home.

First, I’m sure many of you have seen me shop and dine – especially dine! – in the downtown. In promoting “Westfield First”, I often tell people that, “if you can’t get it in Westfield, then you don’t need it!”   

So it is with great pleasure to announce that our downtown has been named a Great Place in New Jersey for 2013 by the American Planning Association-New Jersey Chapter.  For those who may not be familiar with the APA, it is a not-for-profit educational organization “dedicated to advancing the art, science and profession of good planning -- physical, economic, and social -- so as to create communities that offer better choices for where and how people work and live.”

In naming the Town of Westfield, the APA-NJ wrote that our Downtown “is truly the centerpiece in the everyday life of this community” and “its reputation for excellence extends well beyond the Town’s borders and ensures a stable retail base.”

According to APA-NJ President Charles Latini, Jr., “It’s no accident that Downtown Westfield has continued to thrive even in times when other downtowns have struggled.” 

I am very proud of our downtown and I want to thank all of the hard-working merchants, professionals, restaurateurs, and proprietors who have chosen Westfield as their business home.  I also want to thank all the residents who participate in “Westfield First” whenever they can.  And I especially want to thank the Downtown Westfield Corporation for all they do advocating on behalf of our downtown and its businesses.  

And now for some more good news….Last week we received word from Sustainable Jersey that Westfield was one of 8 municipalities in the State to receive a Sustainable Jersey Small Grant at the $20,000 level.  The 2013 Sustainable Jersey Small Grants Program, which is funded in part by Walmart, provides grants to local governments for sustainability projects. 

The Sustainable Jersey Grant will provide necessary capital to expand the physical operations of the Westfield Conservation Center which will provide residents with additional recycling opportunities.  As we all know, recycling is one of the best and most doable ways to protect and preserve our precious natural resources.

Let me read an excerpt from the grant application that sums up the Town’s objective:

The Town of Westfield has been looking for ways to enhance and expand the Town’s existing recycling depot, the Westfield Conservation Center, so as to provide for a more effective and widespread collection program with the ultimate goal of significantly reducing the volume of recyclable materials in the solid waste stream. Lack of available funds during these grave economic times has stalled the Town’s efforts, but not its determination. 

Westfield residents are strongly committed to a greener future for all. The Town has the vision and the physical space to achieve its goal.

The expansion of recycling opportunities will enable the Conservation Center to evolve into a Material Reuse Center in accordance with the Sustainable Jersey initiative.

In view of the difficult budgetary challenges facing municipalities …, the Sustainable Jersey grant would have a significant and immediate impact on the ability of the Town to implement its proposed plan. It would also have a perpetual impact on the Town and the environment because, once the proposed plan is implemented, a higher volume and greater variety of materials would be recycled over the course of time and, therefore, the volume of recyclable materials in the solid waste stream would forever be reduced.

Not only will Westfield residents benefit, but as Pam Mount, Chair of the Sustainable Jersey Board of Trustees, notes: “Aiding towns and Green Teams to achieve their sustainability goals by funding green initiatives will have a ripple effect that will benefit us all.”

Last, but certainly not least, there are several infrastructure improvements currently underway and on schedule in our downtown.  The reconstruction of Parking lot #4 (behind Baron’s Drugs) is progressing well.  The reconstruction includes new curbing, new landscaping, new islands, new lighting, drainage improvements, and the milling and re-paving of the entire lot.   And the next phase of paving projects in the heart of the downtown area is now underway.  On Wednesday, it is anticipated that the milling of Elm Street from North Ave. to Quimby Street, the entire length of Quimby Street, and the entire length of Elmer Street will begin and take place during overnight hours so as to not interrupt the activities of the downtown area and minimize any inconvenience to businesses, shoppers and diners. Paving will follow on Friday overnight.

Again, I am in the downtown as often as possible, so I am very sure that these improvements will serve to enhance our already beautiful and vibrant town center!

APPOINTMENT

ADVERTISED HEARINGS

PENDING BUSINESS

BIDS

MINUTES


On a motion by Councilman LoGrippo, seconded by Councilman Foerst, Council approved the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held September 24, 2013 with Mayor Skibitsky, Council Members Arena, Kimmins abstaining.

On a motion by Councilman Haas, seconded by Councilman Loughlin, Council approved the Minutes of the Conference Session held September 24, 2013 with Mayor Skibitsky and Council Members Arena, Kimmins abstaining.

PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS

OPEN DISCUSSION BY CITIZENS

Maria Carluccio of 1310 Central Avenue spoke in opposition of the pedestrian activated mid-block cross walk on Central Avenue.

Edina Encluso of 1425 Central Avenue spoke in opposition to the pedestrian activated mid-block cross walk on Central Avenue.

Greg Kasko of 434 Everson Place spoke in opposition to the pedestrian activated mid-block cross walk on Central Avenue.  He also spoke about a non-collusion affidavit signed by the manufacturer of the Mobile Command Center.

BILLS AND CLAIMS


Introduced by Councilman Della Fera, seconded by Councilman LoGrippo and adopted with Councilman Loughlin abstaining on Loughlin Law Firm.

RESOLVED that the bills and claims in the amount of $324,602.92 per the list submitted to the members of this Council by the Chief Financial Officer, and approved for payment by the Town Administrator be, and the same are hereby, approved and that payroll warrants previously issued by the Chief Financial Officer be ratified.  
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES:

Finance Policy Committee

The following resolutions, introduced by Councilman Della Fera, Chairman of the Finance Policy Committee, seconded by Councilwoman Kimmins were unanimously adopted.

(262) 
RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer be authorized to draw a warrant in the amount of $18.60 to the order of New Jersey Department of Health, P.O. Box 369, Trenton, New Jersey for Dog Licenses issued by the Town Clerk for the month of September 2013.

(263)
WHEREAS, the following applicants have posted monies to be held in escrow to cover expert advice and testimony in connection with Board of Adjustment and Planning Board applications on said property; and

WHEREAS, expert advice and testimony was given, and

WHEREAS, all bills for these applications have been submitted and paid; and

WHEREAS, the applicant has requested in writing to have the balance of escrow monies be released to them;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chief Financial Officer is authorized to draw a check for the balance of the escrow monies as follows:

REFUND TO:



ACCOUNT #



BALANCE

Robert Riley



G/L 2-05-550-178


$777.95

84 Overhill Street

            T-05-800-602

Westfield, NJ 07090

(264)
RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer be and she hereby is authorized to draw warrants to the order of the following persons, this amount being overpaid in 2012-2013:

BLOCK/LOT                              PROPERTY ADDRESS        YEAR         AMOUNT

2812/5                                           732 Dorian Road                    2012             $6,492.77

STURDEVANT, Donald J. & Judith

3007/2



       221 Ross Place

     2013
   $2,242.10

CIULLO, Angelo

MAIL TO:

The Irwin Law Firm, PA

80 Main Street, Suite 410

West Orange, New Jersey 07052

Attn: Richard Danzis

3204/12                                         357 South Avenue East          2013             $     40.42 

L&L REAL ESTATE HOLDINGS, LLC

4911/26                                         131 Pearl Street                      2013             $1,527.34

MIGOT, Sven & COHEN, Sara

5004/75                                         141 Tudor Oval                      2013             $1,660.11  FRINGER, Robert & BERHM, Maureen 

(265)
 RESOLVED that the Treasurer be and she hereby is authorized to draw warrants to the order of the following persons, this being the amount taxes were overpaid for the years 2011, 2012 and 2013 pursuant to the Tax Court of New Jersey:

BLOCK/LOT


NAME



ADDRESS


YEAR

AMOUNT
2505/10


173 Elm Street 

2011

$6,850.94









2012

$7,983.29









2013

$8,200.71

Bruce J. Stavitsky, Esq. for the benefit of

Bank of America Corp.

MAIL TO:

Stavitsky & Associates, LLC

350 Passaic Avenue

Fairfield, NJ 07004

Public Safety, Transportation and Parking Committee
Code Review & Town Property Committee

The following resolutions, introduced by Councilman Foerst, Chairman of the Code Review & Town Property Committee, seconded by Councilman Haas were unanimously adopted.

(266)
WHEREAS, Geoffrey & Jessica Marino, made an application to the Town of Westfield to demolish a single-family dwelling and detached garage, located at 736 Embree Crescent, Block 707, Lot 8, Westfield, New Jersey, and,

WHEREAS, Steve Freedman, Construction Official, certifies to the Town Council that the application meets all requirements of General Ordinance No. 1386, relative to obtaining a demolition permit.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Westfield that approval is hereby granted, pursuant to final approval by Steve Freedman, Construction Official, to demolish a single-family dwelling and detached garage at 736 Embree Crescent, Block 707, Lot 8, Westfield, New Jersey.

(267)
WHEREAS, Annmarie Buontempo, made an application to the Town of Westfield to demolish a single-family dwelling and detached garage, located at 515 Carleton Road, Block 3006, Lot 23, Westfield, New Jersey, and,

WHEREAS, Steve Freedman, Construction Official, certifies to the Town Council that the application meets all requirements of General Ordinance No. 1386, relative to obtaining a demolition permit.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Westfield that approval is hereby granted, pursuant to final approval by Steve Freedman, Construction Official, to demolish a single-family dwelling and detached garage at 515 Carleton Road, Block 3006, Lot 23, Westfield, New Jersey.

(268)
WHEREAS, Scott Berman, made an application to the Town of Westfield to demolish a detached garage located at 755 Clark Street, Block 707, lot 32, Westfield, New Jersey, and,

WHEREAS, Steve Freedman, Construction Official, certifies to the Town Council that the application meets all requirements of General Ordinance No. 1386, relative to obtaining a demolition permit.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Westfield that approval is hereby granted, pursuant to final approval by Steve Freedman, Construction Official, to demolish a detached garage at 755 Clark Street, Block 707, Lot 32, Westfield, New Jersey.

(269)
WHEREAS, SAAMRO, LLC, mailing address: 1202 Park Place, Springfield, NJ has applied to the Town Council of the Town of Westfield for a person-to-person transfer of Plenary Retail Consumption License No. 2020-44-017-010 an active license from the present holder of said license, HAPPY LAND INC; and


WHEREAS, SAAMRO, LLC has advertised such proposed transfer as required by law in THE WESTFIELD LEADER, these advertisements appearing on April 18, 2013  and April 25, 2013; and


WHEREAS, the application has been reviewed by the Town Attorney and the Town Council as well as the Department of Law and Public Safety, Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control and the Westfield Police Department prior to the adoption of this Resolution; and


WHEREAS, the Westfield Police Department of the Town of Westfield has made a thorough investigation on its own initiative concerning this transfer and the proposed transferees; and


WHEREAS, the Town of Westfield finds that for the reasons set forth on the record that the transfer of Plenary Retail Distribution License No. 2020-44-017-010 be approved,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows:

1. The submitted application form is complete in all respects.

2. The applicant is qualified to be licensed according to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33.

3. The applicant has disclosed and the Town has reviewed the source of all funds used in the purchase of the license and the licensed business.

Public Works Committee

The following resolutions, introduced by Councilman Arena, Chairman of the Public Works Committee, seconded by Councilman LoGrippo were unanimously adopted.

(270)
WHEREAS, a need exists for the contract rental of privately owned equipment for use by the Department of Public Works in the 2013 Leaf Collection Program, as provided for in Public Works account 137-243 and 137-246, and

WHEREAS, sealed bids were received on Tuesday, September 24, 2013, and

WHEREAS, the bids received for Part A – Hauling from the Street, Part B – Loaders and Part D – Loading and Hauling From Westfield to Union County Compost Facility, have been analyzed, and the low bids found to be fair and reasonable for the rental of this equipment and service, and

WHEREAS, no bid was received for Part C - Sweeper, and it is in the best interests of the Town to re-advertise this part, and
WHEREAS, Certificate of the Town Treasurer, certifying to the availability of adequate funds for this Contract, prepared in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30 1.10 has been furnished to the Town Clerk.  Expenditure of funds to be charged to Public Works account 137-243 and 137-246.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the following contracts be awarded, and that the proper Town Officials be, and they are hereby, authorized to act as appropriate in the execution and discharge of this contract.

PART A

CAMARATO TRUCKING INC.

15 Greenview Road
Hauling from Street/Trucks w/operators (5)

$85.00/HR.


Scotch Plains, NJ 07067


MESSERCOLA EXCAVATING CO., INC.
549 East Third Street
Hauling from Street/Trucks w/operators (1)

$79.99/HR.


Plainfield, NJ 07060
 


PART B

JESCO, INC.
                Front End Loaders W/O Operators (5)
  
$47.00/HR. 

1790 Route 38



Mount Holly, NJ 08060
 

PART D

MESSERCOLA EXCAVATING CO., INC.
549 East Third Street
 Loading/Hauling from Conservation Center

$1.98/CY

Plainfield, NJ 07060

to Union County Facility - Unit price



(271)
WHEREAS, sealed bids were received by the Town Clerk on August 27, 2013 for the 2013 Furnish and Delivery of Public Works Equipment in Westfield, New Jersey as authorized by S.O. 2187, and

WHEREAS, the low bid, in the amount of $183,694.00 submitted by Foley, Incorporated, 855 Centennial Avenue, Piscataway, NJ 08855 did not adequately meet the technical criteria identified in the specifications, and is hereby rejected, and

WHEREAS, the second low bid, in the amount of $184,126.00 submitted by Jesco, 118 St. Nicholas Avenue, South Plainfield, NJ, 07080 has been analyzed and found to be in conformance with the appropriate specifications, and

WHEREAS, Certificate of the Town Treasurer, certifying the availability of adequate funds for this Contract, prepared in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30 1.10 has been furnished to the Town Clerk.  Expenditure of funds pursuant to this Contract to be charged to S.O. 2187.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the following contracts be awarded, and that the proper Town Officials be, and they are hereby, authorized to act as appropriate in the execution and discharge of this contract.

ITEM 1

Jesco




Hi-Lift Front End Loader


118 St. Nicholas Avenue



South Plainfield, NJ 07080

Total Bid Price


$ 184,126.00

(272)
WHEREAS, the Town has identified a need to design and install a generator at the Department of Public Works Complex to provide for power in emergency situations, and

WHEREAS, proposals were received from two entities to provide the professional services necessary to address the aforementioned scope of services, and 

WHEREAS, the Town Engineer has reviewed the Proposals and recommends that a professional services contract for the aforementioned services as outlined in the Proposal dated August 16, 2013, be awarded to R&J Control Inc., 58 Harding Avenue, Dover, New Jersey, 07801, and

WHEREAS, Certificate of the Town Treasurer, certifying to the availability of adequate funds for this contract, prepared in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30 1.10 has been furnished to the Town Clerk.  Expenditure of funds to be charged to S.O. 2180 and S.O. 2185.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Westfield that the aforementioned contract for professional engineering services required for the design and installation of an emergency generator at the Department of Public Works Complex be awarded to R&J Control Inc., 58 Harding Avenue, Dover, New Jersey, 07801, in an amount not to exceed $77,145.00.

(273)
WHEREAS, a need exists for the purchase and installation of decorative lighting in association with the Improvements to Parking Lot #4, and

WHEREAS, Public Service Electric & Gas (PSE&G) currently maintains the lighting in the aforementioned parking lot, and

WHEREAS, PSE&G has submitted a proposal for the purchase of lighting equipment that meets the needs and expectations of the Town of Westfield, and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified the availability of funds charged to Special Ordinance No. 2182 prepared in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30 1.10, and 

WHEREAS, no bids need to be solicited for this purchase insofar as the contract complies with the guidelines of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5 et seq;.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Westfield award a contract in the amount of $28,506.78 to PSE&G, 472 Weston Canal Road, Somerset, New Jersey, 08873 for the purchase and installation of decorative lighting, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the proper Town Officials be authorized to take whatever actions are appropriate in the execution and discharge of this contract.

Reports of Department Heads

Reports of Susan Noon, Collector of Taxes, showing sewer taxes total collections of $756,496.36 during the period September 1, 2013 to September 30, 2013 and total collections of $12,989.63 for sewer taxes were received, read and ordered filed.

Report of Kris McAloon, Town Engineer, stating he had turned over to the Chief Financial Officer check in the amount of $10,263.00 representing monies collected during the month of September 2013.

Report of Claire J. Gray, Town Clerk, showing fee collected in the amount of $4,160.50 during the month of September 2013 was received, read, and ordered filed.

Report of Steve Freedman, Construction Official, showing monies collected for permits in the amount of $101,258.00 for the month of September 2013 was received, read and ordered filed.

Report of Daniel J. Kelly, Chief of the Fire Department, showing Smoke Detector Fees collected in September in the amount of $1,500.00 and Permit Fees collected in the amount of $640.00 was received, read and ordered filed.

Upon motion by Councilman LoGrippo, seconded by Councilman Haas the meeting was adjourned at 8:53 p.m.








Claire J. Gray








Town Clerk







