Council Meeting	- 19 -	March 21, 2017

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING HELD MARCH 21, 2017
 

	Pursuant to rules of Council of the Town of Westfield, the members thereof convened in regular session Tuesday, March 21, 2017 at 8:00 p.m.

	Mayor Skibitsky made the following announcements:

	“Prior to convening in regular session, there was an agenda session which was open to public and advertised.”

	“The adequate notice of this meeting as required by the Open Public Meetings Act, was provided by the posting, mailing and filing of the annual notice of regularly scheduled meetings of the Town Council on December 22, 2016.  The notice was, on that date, posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building, mailed to THE WESTFIELD LEADER, AND THE STAR LEDGER, and filed with the Clerk of the Town of Westfield.”

PRESENT:	Mayor Skibitsky, Council Members Arena, Neylan, LoGrippo, Loughlin, Della Fera, Donnelly, Stokes

ABSENT:	Council Members: Oliveira


	Invocation was given by Councilman Donnelly


PRESENTATIONS

Westfield First – Amazing Lash Studio, 225 East Broad Street
		    The Salad House, 113 Quimby Street
		    Michael Robert Construction, 713 Shadowlawn Drive


Mayor Skibitsky presented the following proclamations:

Town of Westfield
Westfield, New Jersey
PROCLAMATION
John J. Dugan, Jr.
March 21, 2017

	WHEREAS, the Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick was founded in Philadelphia in the year 1771 amid the formation of our country, and those early meetings were frequented by Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin Franklin; and

	WHEREAS, founded on a commitment to benevolence and volunteerism, the Union County Chapter of the Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick was established in 1962 and has been working tirelessly since then to provide scholarships to young men of Irish ancestry and to support to worthy charitable organizations; and

	WHEREAS, the Union County Chapter of the Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick annually names an “Irishman of the Year” to honor the benevolence and volunteerism as well as the accomplishments of a member; and 

	WHEREAS, Westfield resident and former Westfield Police Officer, John J. Dugan, Jr., was named the “2017 Irishman of the Year” at the Chapter’s annual Heritage Dinner on March 16, 2017; and

	WHEREAS, Mr. Dugan has continually placed “service above self”, demonstrating a passion for service to his community; and 

	WHEREAS, within the Westfield community, Mr. Dugan’s contributions include coaching youth football for the Westfield Police Athletic League (PAL), creating the Westfield PAL flag football program, serving as and current President of the Westfield PAL, and coaching youth baseball and basketball; and 
		
	WHEREAS, Mr. Dugan’s record of helping others is not limited to the Town of Westfield. For example, through the Westfield PAL, he has helped other youth organizations in communities such as Newark, Irvington, and Elizabeth. And each year, he oversees the Westfield PAL food and clothing drives for the benefit of St. Joseph’s Social Services Center in Elizabeth and he organizes a women’s charity flag football tournament to benefit the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation.

	WHEREAS, the Town of Westfield wishes to offer congratulations to Mr. Dugan on being named the “2017 Irishman of the Year” by the Union County Chapter of the Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick;

	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that I, Andrew K. Skibitsky, Mayor of the Town of Westfield, on behalf of the Town Council and the good citizens of the Town, congratulates John J. Dugan, Jr. on being named the “2017 Irishman of the Year” by the Union County Chapter of the Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick and hereby thank him for his extraordinary record of service to the Westfield community and beyond.
			
Town of Westfield
Westfield, New Jersey
PROCLAMATION
Joe Nolan
March 21, 2017

	WHEREAS, the Union County Saint Patrick’s Day Parade Committee was founded in 1995 by a group of Irish American and Fraternal organizations to facilitate the celebration Irish heritage and culture as well as present a family oriented parade with special attention paid to the young and the young at heart; and

	WHEREAS, the first Union County Saint Patrick’s Day Parade was held in 1997 in the Township of Union and since grown to be the largest Saint Patrick's Day parade in New Jersey; and

	WHEREAS, the Union County Saint Patrick’s Day Parade Committee honored Westfield resident Joe Nolan by naming him the Grand Marshal of the 2017 Parade; and 

	WHEREAS, Joe Nolan was raised in Westfield, attending Holy Trinity Elementary School and graduating from Holy Trinity High School; and 

	WHEREAS, for almost 40 years, the name Joe Nolan has been synonymous with traffic reporting in metro New York radio and TV markets; and

	WHEREAS, in his role as P.A. announcer, Mr. Nolan is also the familiar voice of Rutgers football and the New York Jets; and 

	WHEREAS, in addition to his professional accomplishments, Mr. Nolan has used his status as a public figure for numerous charitable causes dedicated to hospitals, children, the disabled and impaired, senior citizens, and under-privileged youths, including the Make-a-Wish Foundation, St. Barnabas Medical Center, Somerset Medical Center, Blythdale Children’s Hospital, and the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation; and 
		
	WHEREAS, the Town of Westfield wishes to offer congratulations to Mr. Nolan on being named the 2017 Grand Marshal of the Union County Saint Patrick’s Day Parade;

	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that I, Andrew K. Skibitsky, Mayor of the Town of Westfield, on behalf of the Town Council and the good citizens of the Town, congratulates Joe Nolan on being named the 2017 Grand Marshal of the Union County Saint Patrick’s Day Parade in recognition of his contribution to Irish heritage and culture and for his steadfast service to others.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Town of Westfield
Westfield, New Jersey
PROCLAMATION
American Red Cross
	
	WHEREAS, across the country and around the world, the American Red Cross responds to disasters big and small; and

	WHEREAS, every eight minutes the American Red Cross responds to a community disaster, providing shelter, food, emotional support and other necessities to those affected; it collects nearly 40 percent of the nation’s blood supply; it provides 24-hour support to military members, veterans and their families; it teaches millions of people lifesaving skills, such as lifeguarding and CPR; and, through its Restoring Family Links program, it connects family members separated by crisis, conflict, or migration; and

	WHEREAS, American Red Cross Month is a special time to recognize and thank the “Everyday Heroes” - those selfless Red Cross volunteers and donors who give of their time and resources to help community members; and

	WHEREAS, the month of March is dedicated to all those who support the American Red Cross mission to prevent and alleviate human suffering in the face of emergencies; and 

	WHEREAS, the American Red Cross relies on donations of time, money and blood to fulfill its humanitarian mission; and
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Westfield recognizes and appreciates the noble mission of the American Red Cross; 

	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED that I, Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, on behalf of the Town Council and the good citizens of the Town of Westfield, wish to express appreciation to the American Red Cross for all of its efforts in delivering its humanitarian mission across the globe. 

BE IT FURTHER PROCLAIMED that March of 2017 be designated as “American Red Cross Month” in the Town of Westfield and that the residents of the Town be encouraged to support this vital service organization. 

Jim Gildea, Town Administrator presented the proposed 2017 Municipal Budget presentation:
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APPOINTMENT


ADVERTISED HEARINGS

The Council proceeded to the hearing entitled, “GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2079, AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD AUTHORIZING THE TOWN TO ACT AS GUARANTOR TO A $150,000 LOAN FROM THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS, OFFICE OF MAIN STREET NEW JERSEY AND IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT PROGRAMS, DOWNTOWN BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT LOAN FUND”

	Advertised returnable this evening.

	Mayor Skibitsky declared the hearing closed.


PENDING BUSINESS

An ordinance entitled, , “GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2079, AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD AUTHORIZING THE TOWN TO ACT AS GUARANTOR TO A $150,000 LOAN FROM THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS, OFFICE OF MAIN STREET NEW JERSEY AND IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT PROGRAMS, DOWNTOWN BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT LOAN FUND” Introduced by Councilwoman Neylan, seconded by Councilman LoGrippo, was taken up, read and passed by the following vote of all present upon roll call as follows:

Yeas:		Arena			Nays:		Absent: Oliveira
		Neylan								
		LoGrippo					
		Loughlin
		Della Fera
		Donnelly
		Stokes
		Mayor Skibitsky


BIDS

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
INVITATION TO RE-BID
WEDNESDAY, March 15, 2017
ITEM 1 – TRAILER-MOUNTED FIREWOOD PROCESSOR
Bidder										Amount of Bid
	CRD Metal Works LLC
	$54,000.00

	17 Hyde Hill Road
	

	Williamsburg, MA 01096
	

	
	




MINUTES

On a motion by Councilman Della Fera, seconded by Councilman Donnelly, Council approved the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held March 7, 2017

On a motion by Councilman LoGrippo, seconded by Councilman Loughlin, Council approved the Minutes of the Conference Session held March 7, 2017

PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS


OPEN DISCUSSION BY CITIZENS

Sydney Stewart, a Westfield High School student, asked what action would be taken on Central Avenue in light of the tragic accident there recently.  She indicated that a speed bump or something might be appropriate.  Mayor said the Council would wait until the investigation is finished and then would consult with the Town’s professional traffic engineer before making any determination.
BILLS AND CLAIMS

	Introduced by Councilwoman Neylan, seconded by Councilman Arena were adopted with Councilman Loughlin abstaining on Loughlin Law Firm. 

RESOLVED that the bills and claims in the amount of $1,980,088.85 per the list submitted to the members of this Council by the Chief Financial Officer, and approved for payment by the Town Administrator be, and the same are hereby, approved and that payroll warrants previously issued by the Chief Financial Officer be ratified.  


REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES:

Finance Policy Committee

The following resolutions, introduced by Councilwoman Neylan, Chairman of the Finance Policy Committee, seconded by Councilman LoGrippo were unanimously adopted.

(73)	RESOLVED, that the Town Treasurer be authorized to refund the following fees to the following individuals:

Name				    Account			Class		 	       Fee     _    

Jay Berger			T05-600-071		Field Hockey Clinic		    120.00
5 Carol Road						Haley/Margot
Westfield, NJ 07090

Elena Baker			T05-600-071		Teen Yoga Class		      65.00
127 Elizabeth Ave.					Ally Baker
Westfield, NJ 07090

Brad Como			T05-600-071		Daddy-Daughter Dance	     100.00
572 Highland Ave	
Westfield, NJ 07090

Jack Lee			T05-600-071		Daddy-Daughter Dance	      100.00
190 White Oak Ridge Rd.				 
Short Hills, NJ 07078

(74)	WHEREAS, the Westfield Recreation Department’s annual Daddy-Daughter Dance was held at The Westwood for Westfield residents on Sunday, March 12, 2017 and, 
WHEREAS, additional payment for each participant to The Westwood is due;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to prepare warrants for final participant payment to The Westwood located at 438 North Ave., Garwood, NJ 07027 in an amount of $1,500 charged to the Recreation Department’s Trust 217 Account (T05-600-071). 

(75) 	 RESOLVED, that the Chief Financial Officer be and hereby is, authorized to draw warrant for unused parking permit fee as follows:

Joseph Kaiser				Lot 8		#17080337 	$50.00
215 North Ave W. Ste 3
Westfield, NJ 07090

(76)	RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer be and he hereby is authorized to draw warrants to the order of the following persons, this amount being overpaid for 2017

BLOCK/LOT		PROPERTY ADDRESS        		AMOUNT
2906/3			636 Rahway Avenue			$2677.10
BLACKMORE, Rose and David
618 Conifer Lane
Allen, TX  75013

	WHEREAS, there exist on the records in the Tax Collector’s office sewer fee for properties that were not billed and need to be billed for the annual sewer fee for 2016:

	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tax Collector be and he hereby is authorized to add the sewer fee billing for the year 2016:

Account Number		Amount
9684-0				$100.00
9685-0				$100.00

(77)	RESOLVED that the Treasurer be and he hereby is authorized to draw warrants to the order of the following persons, this being the amount taxes were overpaid for the year 2015 and 2016 pursuant to the Union County Tax Board:

BLOCK/LOT	
NAME				ADDRESS			YEAR		AMOUNT
4813/32			923 Central Avenue		2015		$4,473.20
								2016		$4,565.05
923 Central Avenue, LLC

(78) 	RESOLVED that the Treasurer be and he hereby is authorized to draw warrants to the order of the following persons, this being the amount taxes were overpaid for the years 2013,2014,2015, AND 2016 pursuant to the Tax Court of New Jersey:

BLOCK/LOT	
NAME			ADDRESS				YEAR		AMOUNT
3204/10		343 South Avenue East		2013		$4,206.06
SOMERSET TIRE SERVICE, INC.				2014		$7,033.85
								2015		$7,972.94
								2016		$8,974.82

Payable to:
McCARTER & ENGLISH, LLP

MAILED TO:
FRANK E. FERRUGGIA, ESQ.
McCARTER & ENGLISH, LLP
FOUR GATEWAY CENTER
100 MULBERRY STREET
POST OFFICE BOX 652
NEWARK, NJ  07102-0652

(79)	WHEREAS, the Town of Westfield has maintained Change Funds at various locations, which allows for departments to make change for those residents who pay cash for taxes, permits and other fees; and
WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has reviewed these Funds and has determined that efficiencies can be reached by changing the number and sources of Change Funds;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Schedule of Change Funds be revised as follows:
	Department
	Original Amount
	Revised Amount 

	Treasurer
	$ -
	$100

	Tax Collector
	100
	100

	Town Clerk
	75
	100

	Librarian
	35
	170

	Bicycle Licensing Official
	10
	-

	Board of Health
	50
	100

	Municipal Court
	300
	300

	Recreation
	    50    
	      -

	
	$620
	$870




(80)	  WHEREAS, the Local District School Tax for the year July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017 was raised in the 2016 Tax Levy in the sum of $96,878,790, and

WHEREAS, the statutes permit the deferral of such School Tax up to 50% of the School Tax Levy or $48,439,395,

	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Westfield, County of Union that the Deferred School Tax for Local District School purpose be the sum of $48,439,395 as of December 31, 2016.

	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that three certified copies of this resolution be filed in the Office of the Director of the Division of Local Government Services.

The following resolution, introduced by Councilwoman Neylan, seconded by Councilman Loughlin was adopted by the following roll call vote with Councilman Loughlin abstaining on Board of Adjustment Salaries:

(81)	MUNICIPAL BUDGET FOR THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD, COUNTY OF UNION FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2017

	BE IT RESOLVED that the following statements of revenues and appropriations shall constitute the Municipal Budget for the year 2017;

	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said Budget be published in the WESTFIELD LEADER in the issue of 23, 20-17.

	The Governing Body of the TOWN OF WESTFIELD does hereby approve the following as the Budget for the year 2017:

RECORDED VOTE:

				Council Members:

Yeas:	Arena						Nays:
	Neylan
	LoGrippo
	Loughlin
	Della Fera
	Donnelly					
Stokes		
Mayor Skibitsky				Absent: Oliveira

	Notice is hereby given that the Budget and Tax Resolution was approved by the MAYOR AND COUNCIL of the TOWN OF WESTFIELD, COUNTY OF UNION, on March 21, 2017.

	A Hearing on the Budget and Tax Resolution will be held at THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING on April 18, 2017 at 8:00 p.m. at which time and place objections to said Budget and Tax Resolution for the year 2017 may be presented by taxpayers or other interested persons.


The following resolution, introduced by Councilwoman Neylan, seconded by Councilman Stokes was adopted by the following roll call vote:

(82)	WHEREAS, the Downtown Westfield Corporation Budget of the Town of Westfield’s Special Improvement District, County of Union, for the Year 2017:
	
	BE IT RESOLVED that the following statements of revenues and appropriations shall constitute the Downtown Westfield Corporation Budget for the Year 2017, and
	
	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said Budget be published in THE WESTFIELD LEADER in the issue of March 23, 2017;
	
	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Town of Westfield does hereby approve the following as the Downtown Westfield Corporation Budget for the year 2017:

	Council Members:

Yeas:	Arena						Nays:
	Neylan
	LoGrippo
	Loughlin
	Della Fera
	Donnelly					
Stokes		
Mayor Skibitsky				Absent: Oliveira

	Notice is hereby given that the Downtown Westfield Corporation Budget was approved by the Town Council of the Town of Westfield, County of Union, on March 21, 2017.

A hearing on said Budget will be held at the Westfield Municipal Building on April 18, 2017 at 8:00 p.m. at which time and place objections to said Budget for the Year 2017 may be presented by Downtown Special Improvement District taxpayers or other interested person.

				   ********************
DOWNTOWN WESTFIELD CORPORATION
SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
2017 BUDGET
REVENUES

GENERAL REVENUE					ANTICIPATED REVENUE
Amount to be raised by 
Special Improvement District Assessment				$409.757.00
Total General Revenue						$409,757.00
APPROPRIATIONS
GENERAL APPROPRIATION				APPROPRIATIONS 2017
	Operating
		Salaries & Wages						$193,500.00
		Other Expenses						$216,257.00
	Total General Appropriations						$409,757.00

Regarding the following ordinance, Councilwoman Neylan, made the following announcement: 
I hereby move that an ordinance entitled, “GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2080 – AN ORDINANCE FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2017 TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK 
(N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14).”

Heretofore introduced, does now pass on first reading, and that said ordinance be further considered for final passage at a meeting to be held on the 4th  day of April 2017 at 8:00 o'clock, p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be reached, in the Council Chambers, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, and that at such time and place or any time and place to which such meeting shall from time to time be adjourned, all persons interested be given the opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance, and that the Town Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish said ordinance according to law with a notice of its introduction and passage on first reading and of the time and place when and where said ordinance will be further considered for final passage.

Seconded by Councilman Arena.

The ordinance was approved by the following vote of all present upon roll call as follows:

Council Members:

Yeas:	Arena				Nays:			Absent: Oliveira
	Neylan
	LoGrippo
	Loughlin
	Della Fera
	Donnelly					
Stokes		
Mayor Skibitsky


Public Safety, Transportation and Parking Committee


Code Review & Town Property Committee

The following resolutions, introduced by Councilman Della Fera, Chairman of the Code Review and Town Property Committee, seconded by Councilman Donnelly were unanimously adopted.

(83)	RESOLVED that the following application for children’s amusement devices be approved:

Amazing Amusements & Entertainment	Carnival			Wilson School PTO
5 Kennedy Drive				June 2, 2017			301 Linden Avenue
Marlboro, NJ 07746				Wilson Elementary School	Westfield, NJ 07090
						301 Linden Ave


(84)	BE IT RESOLVED that the following application for a theater license be and the same is hereby approved and any fees in connection with this application are hereby waived:

Westfield Community Players			150 seats Twenty-four (24) Performances
1000 North Avenue, West
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

(85)	WHEREAS, pursuant to Chapter 24 Article VII Section 24-47 of the Town Code the Town Council has authorized the licensing of Sidewalk Cafés, and
	WHEREAS, the establishments listed have made application as required by Sec. 24-48 of the Town Code, and

	WHEREAS, the establishments listed have met all the terms and conditions as required,

	NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Council of the Town of Westfield hereby grants licenses to the establishments listed to operate sidewalk cafés and the Town Clerk be, and is hereby authorized to issue said licenses.

	Akai Lounge					102 East Broad Street
Asian Fusion					114-116 Quimby Street
Bagel Chateau					223 South Avenue
Bovella’s Pastry Shoppe			101 East Broad Street
	Brick Oven of Westfield			117 Quimby Street
	Butcher Burgers				223 South Ave East
	Chipotle Mexican Grill 			117 East Broad Street
	Downtown BBQ				301 South Avenue West
	Feast Catering					27 Elm Street
	Ferraro’s Restaurant				8-14 Elm Street
	Ono Bowls					107 Quimby Street
	Rockn Joe Coffee House			20 Prospect Street
Rooster Spin					251 North Avenue West
Starbucks					117 Central Avenue
Sweet Waters					43 Elm Street
The Salad House				113 Quimby Street
Tinga Taqueria				110 Central Avenue
Xocolatz Café					235 Elmer Street

(86)	WHEREAS, the Fair Housing Act of 1985 (the “Act”) and the Mount Laurel Doctrine require that the Town provide opportunities for affordable housing within the municipality; and

	WHEREAS, the Town owns two vacant lots located at 244 Myrtle Avenue (Block 407, Lot 13) and 304 Myrtle Avenue (Block 406, Lot 1); and

	WHEREAS, the ARC of Union County, Inc. (“ARC”) is seeking to develop community residences within the Town for people with developmental disabilities who are of the age of 21 or older; and

	WHEREAS, the Town is agreeable, upon certain conditions, to conveying to ARC these two lots for development of two community residences for people with developmental disabilities.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Westfield agrees to convey to ARC the property located at 244 Myrtle Avenue and 304 Myrtle Avenue for development of two community residences for people with developmental disabilities who are of the age of 21 or older who qualify as low or very low income persons pursuant to applicable law, subject to the following conditions:  

(a)	ARC shall provide proof of adequate financing to complete the project on or before January 15, 2018;

(b)	The final plans and specifications for the development on both lots shall be subject to final approval by the Town Council; and

(c)	A building permit shall be applied for by ARC on or before July 1, 2018 and ARC shall agree to complete construction on or before January 1, 2019.


Public Works Committee

The following resolutions, introduced by Councilman Stokes, seconded by Councilman LoGrippo, were unanimously adopted.

(87)	WHEREAS a need exists for Public Works Equipment consisting of a Trailer-Mounted Mobile Firewood Processor, as authorized by Special Ordinance 2204D and 2206C, and 
WHEREAS, the Town Engineer advertised the contract for bids to be received on February 15, 2017, and no bids were received and 
WHEREAS, the Town Engineer was authorized to re-bid for a Trailer-Mounted Mobile Firewood Processor, and
WHEREAS, bids were next received on March 15, 2017, and the only bid, in the amount of $54,000.00, submitted by CRD Metalworks, LLC, 17 Hyde Hill Road, Williamsburg, MA, 01096 has been analyzed and found to be in conformance with the appropriate specifications, and
WHEREAS, Certificate of the Town Treasurer, certifying the availability of adequate funds for this Contract, prepared in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30 1.10 has been furnished to the Town Clerk.  Expenditure of funds pursuant to this Contract to be charged to S.O. 2204D and S.O. 2206C.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the contract for the Trailer-Mounted Mobile Firewood Processor be awarded to CRD Metalworks, LLC, 17 Hyde Hill Road, Williamsburg, MA, 01096, in the amount of $54,000.00. 

(88)	WHEREAS, K&D Contractors, LLC, has completed all of the work necessary for the Vehicle Storage Building at the Public Works Complex as authorized by S.O. 2196, S.O. 2203A, S.O. 2206B and Public Works Operating Account 6-01-185-217, and
WHEREAS, the Town Engineer certifies that all of the work, totaling $1,231,956.03 has been completed in a satisfactory manner, in accordance with the appropriate plans and specifications, and 
WHEREAS, Certificate of the Town Treasurer, certifying to the availability of adequate funds has been furnished to the Town Clerk.  Expenditure of funds pursuant to this Contract to be charged to S.O. 2196, S.O. 2203A, S.O. 2206B and Public Works Operating Account 6-01-185-217, and
WHEREAS, the Town has been furnished with a Maintenance Bond, Lien Release and an Affidavit of Payment of Prevailing Wage.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the proper Town Officials be, and they are hereby, authorized to make final payment in the amount of $210,019.58 and to effect whatever actions are appropriate by said acceptance for the Vehicle Storage Building at the Public Works Complex, with a final contract price of $1,231,956.03.


Reports of Department Heads

Report of Carol Salvaggio, Certified Court Administrator, stating that she had turned over to the Chief Financial Officer check in the amount of $66,315.92 representing fines and costs collected in the Municipal Court and Violations Bureau during the month of February 2017 was received, read and ordered filed.
Report of Steve Freedman, Construction Official, showing monies collected for permits in the amount of $69,804.00.00 for the month of February 2017 was received, read and ordered filed.
Report of David C. Wayman, Chief of the Police Department, showing fee collecting in the amount of $11,769.30 during the month of February 2017.

Report of David J. Kelly, Chief of the Fire Department, showing fee collecting in the amount of $4,163.00 during the month of February 2017 was received, read and ordered filed.

Upon motion by Councilman LoGrippo, seconded by Councilman Della Fera the meeting was adjourned at 9:22 p.m.

		
Claire J. Gray
							Town Clerk
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2017 Anticipated Revenue - Detail

Miscellaneous Revenues $8,541,935 -41,520 0.45%)

Large Items include:

Municipal Court Fines & Fees $ 700,000
Parking Fees (Permits, Meters, Paystations) $1,795,000
Building Department Fees $ 970,000
Sewer Fee $1,680,000
Miscellaneous Fees and Permits $ 535,000
Cable Franchise Fees $ 479,649
Interest & Costs on Taxes $ 300,000
Health Services Agreements $ 450,578
Formula Aid (State) $3,073,326 Flat
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2017 Municipal Budget — Expenditures
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2017 — Expenditure Detail

Operating expenses have increased due to added funds due to increased costs
of curbside recycling program, continued improvements to our public buildings
and the continuation of replacing needed equipment without having to resort to
borrowing, thus reducing our reliance on borrowing and better managing our
debt service over time. ($4,468,220) (10.4%)

Salaries & Wages in the aggregate are below 2008 levels. Retirements and
successful collective bargaining negotiations have established a sustainable
course for newly hired unionized employees. The increase in 2017 includes
continued enhancements to public safety staffing and other staffing where
appropriate and includes additional costs for expected retirements and
replacement hires. ($16,831,838) (39.3%)
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2017 — Expenditure Detail

Capital Improvement Fund has been increased again to continue to

enhance our public works equipment and to continue to reinvest in our
infrastructure. (81,100,000) (2.57%)

Reserve for Uncollected Taxes. Since the Town acts as the collection
agency for all governmental entities we must budget monies in the event all
the taxes are not collected. ($2,345,000) (5.45%)

Debt Service has a manageable increase of $173,195 for 2017. ($2,585,060)
(6.04%)

Statutory/Required expenditures have increased. Majority of increase is
due to bills received from other entities including State pension costs and

RVSA costs along with annual negotiated health insurance costs.
($15,449,869) (36.07%)
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2017 Tax Levy & Tax Rate

The Tax Levy is what the municipality needs to raise through taxation of property owners after

accounting for non-property tax revenues and anticipated expenditures.

There is a 2% cap on the tax levy plus there are allowable exclusions that can be passed through to the
taxpayers which include increases in debt service, capital expenditures, pension obligations in excess
of 2%, health benefit cost increases in excess of 2% and increases in ratables due to new construction.
These exclusions amount to $789,520 in 2017.

For the third straight year, the municipal budget does not pass through to taxpayers any of the

allowable exclusions and produces a tax levy increase below 2%.

The Tax Rate is the result of the municipal tax levy divided by the assessed value of all town property
(annual ratables). For the third straight year the tax rate increase is below 2%. In 2016 the tax rate

increase was 1.73% for municipal purposes and in 2017 the proposed tax rate increase is 1.43%.
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2017 Municipal Tax Levy Calculation
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$45/year (less than $4/month)
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2016 Total Tax Collections = $167,074,666
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2017 — Where Your Tax Dollar Goes

#Estimated for the average assessed home = $180,900
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2017 Municipal Portion of the Tax Bill

The Town has had a AAA bond rating and the Town’s rating was reaffirmed in August 2015
when long term bonds were issued for recent capital projects. The August 2015 rating report
reads in part “---Beginning in 2012, and following years of structural imbalance, the Town
made a number of changes to restore fiscal health and rebuild fund balance. Costs were cut
via attrition and staff reductions, and revenues were--- [enhanced]. Fiscal 2014 marks the
third year in a row with a general fund surplus since the aforementioned fiscal measures
began.”

The Town has continued to perform well and rebuild fund balance in 2015 and 2016. Since
2012 this has translated into a reduced portion of the total taxes collected being used to

support municipal services.

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

16.9% 16.82% 16.56% 16.32% 16.27% 15.95%*
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